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Car Stops are coming to the Penders ~ Barry Mathias
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For nearly a year, the Paths on Pender (PoP) Transportation
Committee have been discussing the merits of alternative
transportation on the Penders. We have sought input from the
community, and have had open meetings every month. It was
agreed that a community bus was unlikely in the near future,
and that Car Stops, instead of bus stops, might provide a viable
alternative. The concept is to provide a number of Car Stops
around the Islands and these would be recognized places for
people to wait if they needed a lift. It would be free, voluntary,
and simple to operate. The good news is that a pilot scheme is
going to happen, and should be in place in early August.

The Ministry of Transportation and Highways (MOTH)
have given permission for a pilot scheme of 16 Car Stops: 14 on
North Pender and two on South Pender. Each sign will be
displayed on a pole, of the type used by MOTH, and will be
double-sided, in light green with white lettering. Beneath each
Car Stop sign will be another that explains the ‘rules’.

The project will not cost the community anything. The cost
of the signs, and the publicity have been funded by the CRD,
and we are grateful to CRD
Director Susan DeGryp for her
support. PoP also acknowledges
the valuable assistance of Larry
Griffith of MOTH. In early
August we will be seeking
volunteers who will help us erect
the signs, and a 3-inch auger
would be very useful!

Car Stops are for everyone,
and it is voluntary on both sides.
People in cars do not have to
stop, and people who are waiting
don’t have to accept the first ride
they are offered. Sometimes,
there will be a number of people
waiting, but a driver is free to
offer a lift to a friend, even if that
person is last in line. Once people
understand these simple and
fairly obvious guidelines, the use
of Car Stops should become a

normal part of the community life on the Penders.
The scheme has a number of benefits. To begin with, it will

enable those without cars, and those who are no longer able to
drive cars, to have an agreed and recognized mode of getting
about the Islands. It will eventually tempt those who drive cars,
and have never asked for a lift, to seek a free method of getting
about, especially with the rising cost of fuel. It will reduce the
number of single occupancy cars on our crowded roads, and
there will be fewer cars trying to find parking places at the
Driftwood and other commercial centres. Who knows, we
might evenmake new friends!

The pilot will last for approximately 6 months, after which
we will assess the success, and if MOTH agrees, then we will
introduce more Car Stops. We hope that we will soon receive
requests from Islanders as to where they would want the next
generation of stops.

For people arriving by ferry, we are suggesting the
distribution of light green cards, which drivers display in their
windows if they are prepared to give lifts. Potential passengers
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would walk around the car deck, identify cars with such
cards, andwait until the driver returns.

In early August, Pender copies of Island Tides will have a
card inserted. The card has two parts. The top half will show
a map of the Islands with the 16 Car Stops on one side, and
the actual address of each stop and a few thoughts about the
pilot on the other side. The lower part will be a light green
‘tear-off’ which will simply say ‘I give lifts,’ and will be used
on ferries approaching Pender. Make sure you get your card,
and display it on your fridge, and perhaps in your car. In the
next few months there will be a lot of publicity on this pilot.
We hope you will take part, either giving lifts or accepting
them.

History of Car Stops
In San Francisco there is a toll bridge, which only charges
single occupancy cars. Drivers quickly realized that by giving
lifts they crossed free of charge, and riders quickly
discovered safe places to line up. It happened without any

bureaucratic intervention. Motorist and riders even worked
out their own protocol. In other cities, drivers realized that
by giving lifts they could travel much faster in HOV lanes,
and again potential passengers discovered the best places to
seek lifts.

In other places, local councils have created a ‘ridership’
scheme where drivers and potential passengers pay a one-
time fee to enable them to have identity cards to show they
have registered, and are therefore ‘vetted’. This needs a civil
service to administer it. The beauty of the Car Stops project
is that it relies only on community spirit, with no fees and no
tiers of organization, and is probably only suitable for small
islands.�
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