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Restaurants on Gabriola generate over 400 gallons of used
cooking oil each month, and that might be enough to fuel a
'community bus', says Judith Roux of the Gabriola
Transportation Association. The Association, formed under the
umbrella of the Ratepayers' Association, is asking Islanders to
contribute their $100 Climate Action cheques from the
provincial government to a bus feasibility study fund set up at
the local Coastal Community Credit Union.

Gabriola has a permanent population of around 4,500
people, and sends three full ferry loads (80 cars) of commuters
to Nanaimo every day. In addition, shopping on the Island is
becoming concentrated near the ferry terminal, although
numerous businesses are scattered around the Island.

All of this may make it practical to serve the Island with one
or two small buses as part of an overall transportation strategy
which would also include taxis, courier and freight services,
bicycles, ridesharing, and private vehicles. The proposed study
would survey residents and determine routes, scheduling,
operational economics, and fares.

If Island-generated biodiesel could be used, significant
savings in fuel costs could result, and emissions are said to be
95% less than from a conventional diesel engine. Research on
biodiesel is presently carried out at Malaspina University in
Nanaimo, and results indicate that fuel yield could be as much
as 85% of the used cooking oil available. Restaurant owners
presently have to pay to have the oil taken off the Island. A
small on-Island plant to remove the free fatty acids from the oil
(a process known as transesterification) to convert it to biofuel
may be feasible.�
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