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enman Islanders with garbage bags and wearing gloves,
covered specific areas of the foreshore, picking up any
debris that did not belong in the natural marine

environment, and that was outside a legitimate shellfish
aquaculture tenure.

Once again the Denman Island Marine Stewardship
Committee organized the cleanup. However, this year we
joined with other Canadians across the country in the TD Great
Canadian Shoreline Cleanup, that was co-ordinated by the
Vancouver Aquarium and took place September 20–28.

Because the BC Shellfish Growers Association had been
alerted over the past three years about the large amount of
garbage found on our beaches that originate from the shellfish
industry, we felt the amount gathered would be substantially
less this year, but that was not the case. Instead two large
truckloads (almost 2 tons) were taken to the landfill in
Cumberland. In addition two smaller truckloads of plastic sacks
used for growing oysters, were taken for re-use by a shellfish
grower. All the garbage was sorted and the contents counted for
the Aquarium records.

What went to the landfill did not include a damaged
aluminum boat, and about 300 pounds of aluminum that was a
derelict cage used by the industry that had been left to

disintegrate on the beach. These were set aside for recycling.
Other recyclable items like bottles and cans that were not part
of the industry garbage were sent to the recycling depot.

It is apparent the shellfish farming industry is not taking
seriously their responsibility to see that their equipment is well
secured and therefore remains on their tenure or, if some
escapes due to winter storms, it is their responsibility to
retrieve it from the beaches of Denman Island.

This year, as in the past three years, over 90% of the garbage
collected was from the shellfish farming industry. Much of this
is plastic. If it is not removed from the beach it may break up
into smaller pieces but is not biodegradable. It remains
indefinitely and becomes part of the marine environment
negatively impacting marine life beginning with the lowest and
moving to the highest in the food chain.

In spite of the financial assistance given by the provincial
government to help the BC Shellfish Growers Association
clean-up the beaches following winter storms last year, the
situation has not changed. In our view, the garbage must be
stopped at its source, and cleaning up the beaches should not
be a job left to the residents of the island. It is surely in the
interest of the industry to do a better job.�
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