
O
n October 14, the Southern Gulf Islands conservancies
annual meeting took place at the community hall on
Pender Island. Attended by several representatives

from each Island’s conservancy and representatives from Parks
Canada for the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve (GINPR),
the Island Trust Fund, the Habitat Acquisition Trust, and Ken
Hancock and Gary Steeves, the two trustees from North
Pender; the focus was protecting green spaces.

All of the conservancies do huge work locally with
innovative ideas to inform and demonstrate to the public—
adults who are in their power now and our children who will
come to power—the splendidly beautiful piece of Canada we
live in and what it takes to be a part of its continuance, rather
than the agent of its destruction.
The groups had two main approaches, one is investigation of
natural systems and the other is education—education of
children and education of people who own land. The
presentations were very insightful. It is easy to forget that we
live in the most ecologically diverse area of BC. It is easy to
forget that by gradual encroachment we are continually losing
intact ecosystems—and even fragmented ecosystems.

I have to wonder what and when might be the magic
insights that we humans will attain, or what the final curtain
will be like. And the paradox is that we all—children to adults,
conservationists to destroyers—love to look at and to see the
rest of the natural world in action. What a dilemma! If only we
humans could do everything we want and have the world be
endlessly resilient and renewing.

Late this fall Parks Canada will release the results of last
year’s song bird monitoring program from about 20 sites.
Songbirds are in serious decline and Parks Canada is anxious to
get baseline and change this as soon as possible in GINPR.

A new project involves VanCity Savings and Mountain
Equipment Co-op, which fund several educational and research
projects for our conservancies. The agreed-upon plan involving
all groups, is to create a video and hand-out for wide
distribution, detailing the uniqueness of the Gulf Islands and
what each person can do to help it survive.

During the day-long meeting, we all gleaned tidbits of
information from each other:

• This is the time-of-year for sharp tailed snakes to emerge,
as the snakes don’t particularly like the heat of summer and
neither to they like the cold of winter. For sightings, those of
you with roof tiles and boards lying around can lift them up and
check.

• Sand Lances, a small fish that comes up to the high-tide
line to lay its eggs are beginning to come in. They only use
particular beaches with certain types of sand and slope.
Migratory birds and local birds love to eat them.

• There are about 30 eagle nests on Galiano Island. Eagles
are regaining in numbers.

• Blue herons are becoming more and more scarce—
seriously so. There are no more local breeding colonies, only
scattered nests of one or a few.

• Galiano has two marine dump areas. Crofton dumps mill
effluent near Porlier Pass at the north east end of Galiano and
dredging from the Fraser river-mouth is dumped half-way-
down the east-side of Galiano.

• About 5,000 people visited Galiano Island Conservancies
floating nature house inMontagueHarbour this past year.

• Parks Canada reports way less landings on islets and fewer
beach fires.�
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