
G
aliano Conservancy is the oldest land trust in BC. Over
the last two decades, it has been instrumental in
protecting over 500 acres of land on Galiano Island and

has inspired the formation and success of dozens of similar
community-based conservancies. So its 20th anniversary is a
milestone for community-based conservation, and it was
celebrated from September 17 to the 19 with a weekend full of
activities. 

Velcro Ripper’s inspiring film, Fierce Light: When Spirit
Meets Action, shown at the Galiano community hall on
Thursday, September 17, was a wonderful kick-off for the
weekend. The film’s premise that a blend of creativity, activism
and spirituality in its many forms can bring about the change so
needed in today’s world set a theme that was reiterated over the
next two days. 

At the wine and cheese reception at the Galiano Community
Hall, hosted by  volunteers on Friday evening, Orissa Forest
and Karolle Wall’s presentations of underwater life bore
witness to the sensitivity of the marine environment
surrounding the island. Karolle’s videos, taken in Retreat
Cove’s eelgrass beds, focused on the incredible beauty, diversity
and fragility of life there.  In one video, an opalescent
nudibranch swam in perfect time to the drumming and singing
of a traditional Hul’q’umi’num song by elder Florence James.
Orissa’s illuminating and beautiful film and photo montage of a
60ft dive off Galiano’s rocky shore featured swimming
nudibranch, octopus, crabs and fish in the kelp beds. 

Christine Hawes presented a slide show of her remarkable
kayak trip from Galiano Island’s sheltered shores to Alaska’s
glaciers, powered only by human energy.  Her trip took her
from the tiny creatures of Galiano’s sheltered shoreline to the
bears and whales that inhabit the northern reaches. Together,
the work of these three women enriched the audience’s sense of
the diversity of our coast. 

In the Saturday morning sunshine, eighteen people—as
many as Loren Wilkinson’s beautiful ship Nina can hold—
rowed around Retreat Island and then enjoyed a tour of the
island, half of which is now a protected area owned by the
Galiano Conservancy.

The weekend culminated in a feast on Saturday evening.
The Community Hall was again full of Conservancy members
and friends who enjoyed Galiano-grown turkey, squash, salad,
and apple tart prepared by Martine Paulin and a host of
volunteers. 

Entertainment included an original tribute written and sung
by the inimitable Sandy Pottle, and a wonderful new puppet
show written by Carolyn Canfield and performed by Galiano
Conservancy staff members Patti Pringle and Pauline Brest van
Kempen. The evening concluded with a panel on the past,
present and future of community-based conservation. Ken
Millard, coordinator of the Galiano Conservancy’s board of
directors for all of its twenty years, outlined the association’s
accomplishments. In his talk on community conservation
today, long-time director, Loren Wilkinson, returned to the
theme of combining spirituality, creativity and activity. Kate
Emmings concluded with an inspiring look at a future in which
the work of the conservancy will continue and be strengthened.
Thanks to Barbara Moore, Akasha Forest, Cheryl Bastedo, and
all the volunteers for their hard work. We look forward to the
next twenty years! 0

Reprint from Volume 21 Number 20                                                                    Oct 8, 2009

Visit www.islandtides.com to read the current edition and more find more interesting articles on other BC, national
& international topics in our extensive archive of newspapers and articles.

Reprint

Oldest landtrust turns twenty

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd.This article may be reproduced with this attribution, in its entirety, with notication to Island Tides Publishing Ltd. 
This article was published (Oct 8, 2009) in ‘Island Tides’. ‘Island Tides’ is an independent, regional newspaper distributing 17,500 print

copies throughout the Gulf Islands and the Canadian Strait of Georgia from Victoria to Campbell River to Howe Sound.

Island Tides, Box 55, Pender Island, BC, Canada.       Phone: 250-629-3660.       Fax: 250-629-3838. 
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com.     Website: http://www.islandtides.com


