
The Canadian Radio and Television Commission has
turned down Rogers’ application to install an additional
transmitter on Salt Spring Island to extend the reach of
its 100,000 watt Victoria-based CIOC-FM station, Ocean
Lite Rock. 

The Commission recognized the potential of the
addtional transmitter to overlap the potential service
area of an FM station proposed by Gabriola Radio
Society (GRS), and refused a license to Rogers for that
reason.

Rogers’ transmitter would have broadcast on 98.5FM,
and would have interfered with Gabriola’s proposed
CKGI, which would broacast with 60 watts on 98.7FM. 

Said the CRTC of its March 25 decision: ‘The
Commission has noted the concerns raised by Gabriola
Radio Society (GRS) as well as other opposing
interveners that approval of this application could
effectively block GRS’s plans to establish a new
community radio station on Gabriola Island. The
Commission would render its decision on any such
application by GRS based on its merits as well as
technical acceptability by the Department.’

This decision clearly leaves the door open for Gabriola
Radio to reapply for its broadcasting license. Gabriola’s
previous application for a protected frequency was
rejected bcause of the Rogers application.

Said Ken Zakreski of Gabriola Radio: ‘For the time
being, 98.7FM is available to serve the community
interest with emergency 24/7 information;  local musical
and theatrical performances;  training and experience
within the broadcasting arts and sciences;  engaging
public affairs dialogue;  social and political debate;
interest groups, arts and crafts news;  podcasts, internet
audio streaming and much more!’ 0
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