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A
s we reach or pass ‘peak oil,’ inevitably gasoline
will become more expensive and more difficult to
obtain. When it comes to personal transport we

will have to change the ways we travel and soon. The
question is, are there practical means of alternative
transportation other than the 25mpg sedan or pickup?

Well, you could try walking: using deer trails, paths,
and the oncoming traffic side of the road. Water is an
alternative; it can still be used, it’s inexpensive but is
usually slow and has limited accessibility. Horses and
donkeys? Well, they need a different kind of
maintenance, food and skill—and you have to like
shoveling shit. Public transit is good where the
population is sufficient. Gas scooters still use gas and are
big polluters. Alternative fuel
vehicles using: vegetable oil,
biodiesel, ethanol, and
hydrogen each have their own
special problems.

So what is left? Let’s think
electric.

Electricity is readily available
in our homes. Hydro dams are
already in existence and not
heavily used overnight when
most electric vehicle charging
would take place. The British
Columbia Environmental
Network has endorsed electric
cars because their studies have
shown that there is enough
green electrical energy in BC that everyone could be
driving an electric car. 

Electric bikes and scooters, although limited in power
by law, can be useful especially if set up so that they can
be assisted by the rider (electric-assist). Hybrid vehicles

combining gas and electricity are a good intermediate
technology to a pure electric vehicle. Gas to electric car
conversions are possible and the best can achieve speeds
to 110km/h and a range of 80-90km. 

Pure electric cars, though, are really the goal. The
problem with energy storage (batteries) is that they limit
electric vehicles to short range and Neighborhood
Electric Vehicles (NEV). However, eighty to ninety
percent of our trips are within a 30km range and the
money saved by using a NEV can be used to rent that
truck, motor home, or sports vehicle for those longer
trips. 

The new generation of pure electric vehicles are
promising a range of 130km and freeway speeds. And the

new technologies coming
down the tube greatly improve
energy storage, for example
patents filed by MIT are
promising short recharge
times and greater power
density. 

Mitsubishi has been
showing off its electric car last
summer at various car shows
and will lend cars for further
testing in Canada. There are a
few smaller companies, such
as Tesla, manufacturing
electric cars, and Nissan has
been showing off its prototype
Leaf. The greatest

commitment, has come from Nissan who have invested
heavily in infrastructure to produce this car in the $25-
30,000 range.

Technology, however, isn’t the issue, the greatest
obstacle to alternative transportation is our reluctance to

Louis Vallée driving an electric car in the 2003

Pender Island Fall Fair Parade.
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change old habits. Face it, you don’t really want to think
about yet another change. Lack of information and a
general reluctance to commit twenty or thirty thousand
dollars for something you feel you don’t want is reason
enough.

Humans beings do change but it usually takes a crisis
or a long time to initiate a new direction. We are
adaptable and in the long run we will always find a way
to fulfill our passion for locomotion. We could decide
that this is the year for change, or we could just wait
another ten years when gasoline is simply prohibitive
and our grandchildren ask why? 0
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