
The Galiano Land & Community Housing Trust has
completed the purchase of a ten-acre site on which some 20
leasable homesites will be developed. 

The purchase of the Galiano Green Affordable Home
Ownership Project’s site, to the north and east of the existing
seniors’ residences at Page Drive, crowns 15 years of effort by
a number of Galiano citizens to provide a place where
individuals can build their own houses without the financial
barrier of having to purchase a building lot; building sites
can be leased at a monthly cost of $175- $300 and up,
depending on the size.

The papers were signed on June 14, with a celebratory
party held after the GLCHT Annual General Meeting on
June 17.

In order that homeowners will have time to plan and
secure financing to start building this year, the entire cost of
the site has been covered by loans from a number of Galiano
residents. Exclusion of the site from the Agricultural Land
Reserve has been confirmed. Application has been made to
the Islands Trust for rezoning to allow the construction of
20 homes on the site; when the rezoning is completed, the
development can be refinanced through Vancity Credit
Union.

Legal counsel are also preparing an agreement for a
buffer zone between the site and an adjoining sheep farm.

This means that the GLCHT is in a position to start
accepting applications for building sites immediately. The
Board of Directors has drafted a 22-page housing agreement
which will be finalized by June 29. Vancity is financing the
legal costs for finalizing these documents as it is expected
that they can be used for similar projects elsewhere in the
province.

Vancity has also indicated that it is interested in
providing mortgages or construction loans to project
participants.

Prominent Vancouver architect Chad Mooney, who also
has a home on Galiano, is advising the GLHCT Board on site
planning. Lorne Silvey has assisted the Board in developing
a community-oriented concept for the site. Leaseholders are
being encouraged to build to a ‘LEED’ Standard, a zero
energy dwelling, but to their individual tastes within Green
guidelines laid down by GLCHT.

Interested applicants should get in touch with Tom
Hennessy, 250.539.2960, or Doug Latta, 250.539.3525, for
an application package.

GLHCT wishes to recognize the following individuals
who have put up the short term loans to purchase the site:
Dave Ages and Virginia Monk, Ed Andrusiak and Sher
O’Hara, Gary Coward and Ursula Deshields, Galiano
Trading Ltd, Steve Goldberg and Olga, George and Karen
Harris, Tom and Ann Hennessy, Mike and Carolyn Hoebel,
Doug and Elizabeth Latta, Doris Recinos, Dave Morgan,
Sharon Masui and Gwilym Smith, Robin and Sylvia
McKenzie, and Jane Wolverton. GLHCT would also like to
express thanks for a $1,000 donation from Justin and Cathy
Stephenson. Thanks also to present and past board
members, volunteers Gary Coward, Lorne Silvey, Chad
Mooney; Ron Taylor and Hedi Kottner from Windermere
Realty.  0
 For an in-depth interview on this topic, see Island Tides’ article
‘A new take on affordable housing’, July 14, 2011 edition. 
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