
Life on an Island is different. But how is it different? And how do
we communicate this difference? The 2013 Island Studies
Conference is aiming to do just that. The conference, sub-titled
‘West Coast Canada and Beyond’, will bring together scholars and
community members to dialogue about the unique challenges
faced by the islands off Canada’s west coast, and elsewhere. The
three-day event, to be held on Gabriola Island, is a joint effort of
Athabasca University, Thompson Rivers University and
Vancouver Island University, in association with the International
Small Island Studies Association (ISISA). 

The deadline for proposals is coming up; abstracts of 300
words are due November 30. The call for entry welcomes ideas
from both the academic and wider communities. ‘We want to
draw together islanders and those who study islands,’ says
conference organizer and Gabriola resident Gloria Filax.
Presentations can follow a ‘traditional’ speaking format, but may

take other forms (ie. discussion panels, performance art, video).
Filax emphasized that presenters do not necessarily have to be
affiliated with a university.

Conference themes include many aspects of island life,
including identity, natural and social history, botany,
ethnobotany, governance structures, water and waste
management, fisheries, transportation and economies. The
International Small Island Studies Association (ISISA) will also
hold a panel discussion to share the history and context of how it
sees Island studies. 

The conference could lead to further opportunities for
research, economic development and information sharing. If you
have a passion for island communities, want to learn more about
and overcome the challenges associated with islands, and would
like to network with like-minded individuals, visit
www.islandstudiesconference2013.org. 0
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