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W
e love our beaches.
One bird you will most
likely see or hear,

particularly on rocky coasts, is
the Black Oystercatcher. Its loud,
ringing whistles will
immediately attract your
attention. This chunky black
shorebird with bright red bill,
pinkish legs, and golden eye is a
treat to observe.

The photo shows four that I
enjoyed one damp overcast day
on a local beach. As long as I did
not approach too closely, they
were quite happy to entertain me
and brighten my mood, probing
the water for marine organisms,
resting from time to time.

Adults form long-term pair bonds, are site-faithful, and
defend their feeding territories year-round. They lay two to three
eggs in the open, lining their nests with shell fragments, stone
chips, or grass. Their name comes from their ability to open up
oysters and other bivalves with their stout bill. Young birds hang
near their parents for many months in order to learn this feeding
technique.

In spring and summer be sure to give them a wide berth, as
the nesting process is easily disturbed by humans, and the eggs
and chicks are highly susceptible to predation by dogs and other
animals.

Get down to the beach and enjoy these delightfully attractive
birds whenever you are fortunate enough to catch a glimpse of
them.  0
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