
Pender Waste Management
The Islands Trust and Capital Regional District held an Open
House on May 30 in order to kick-start a new approach to the
contentious matter of regulating and locating waste
management on Pender Island. A volunteer panel of Pender
Island residents will take the issue back to fundamentals: match
various types of waste management operations with the site
characteristics they would require, such as property size, land
characteristics, proximity to main transportation routes,
pollution control, effect on adjacent properties, etc. This panel
will not consider specific sites, but will assist both governments
in determining the community’s long-term waste strategies.

MAP Bus Receives CRD Grant
In other Pender news, Moving Around Pender (MAP) has
received a $25,000 grant from the CRD Community Works
Fund, which will be put towards the purchase of a community
bus for the island. The grant can only be used for capital
expenditure, so the MAP bus committee is still brainstorming
ways to fundraise for the operation of the bus. They are looking
for volunteers with innovative fundraising ideas, or those who
would like to volunteer to drive the bus, help with organization or
work to enlist wider community support. Similar programs have
been operating very successfully on Gabriola and Mayne Islands
for some years.

BC Ferries Adds Sailings
BC Ferries has added a number of sailings to its June schedules
on three major routes. The Horseshoe Bay to Langdale route
has had 46 additional sailings added to its schedule, which will
take place on Thursdays and Fridays and during the last week
of the month. The Tsawwassen to Swartz Bay route is also
scheduled with an additional 32 sailings to take place on
Thursdays, Saturdays and Mondays. Eleven sailings will also be
added to the Horseshoe Bay to Departure Bay route on
Thursdays and Fridays for the month. 
According to BC Ferries, the additional sailings are to deal

with an increase of 6% in vehicle traffic on major routes. 
BC Ferries Ship Naming Ceremony

On June 1, BC Ferries held ship-naming ceremonies for the

second and third of its Salish-Class vessels: Salish Eagle and
Salish Raven. The ceremony took place at Remontowa
Shipbuilding in Gdansk, Poland, and followed the maritime
tradition of breaking a champagne bottle on each hull.
The 107-metre Salish-Class ferries, fuelled by natural gas,

carry 145 vehicles and up to 600 passengers and crew. Each
vessel has two car decks and a service speed of 15.5 knots. The
service life of each vessel is approximately 40 years.
The first vessel, Salish Orca, is planned to arrive in BC by the

end of this year. Salish Eagle is expected to arrive early in 2017
and Salish Raven in the spring of 2017. All three vessels are
planned to be in operation by the summer of 2017. Salish Orca
will sail on the Comox–Powell River route, while Salish Eagle
and Salish Raven will provide service to the Southern Gulf
Islands from the Mainland, replacing the venerable Queen of
Nanaimo.

CRD Purchases Sooke Parkland
The Capital Regional District is purchasing 16 acres of land on
Sooke River Road for park purposes. The two riverfront
properties will be purchased through the CRD Regional Parks
Land Acquisition Fund for $1,199,000.
‘These properties provide the only access to the Sooke River’s

‘Pemberton Pool’ which has provided the Chinook and Coho
brood stock for the Sooke Salmon Enhancement Society,’ said
Mike Hicks, CRD Regional Parks Committee Chair. ‘The CRD
directors felt that it was imperative to secure this property for the
future of the salmon stocks, and for Sooke River, T’Sou-ke Nation
and South Island residents. I am extremely proud to be part of
this historic purchase.’
‘In addition to salmon enhancement, the property is situated

close to the Galloping Goose Trail, has an incredible old growth
forest and will make a beautiful addition to our Regional Parks
system,’ said Barbara Desjardins, CRD Board Chair.
The acquisition will be completed by August. 

Island Insects
On June 2, the Pender Island Field Naturalists hosted a talk on
local insects, given by Salt Spring’s Linda Gilkerson. Linda
earned her PhD in entomology many years ago, and her life’s
study of local insects has resulted in several books, including
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West Coast Gardening: Natural Insect, Weed, and Disease
Control. Her fascinating talk included answers to vital questions,
such as ‘How can you tell if it’s really an insect?’, ‘How can you
tell if it’s harmful?’ and ‘Where do local insects spend the
winter?’ The meeting included cookies and coffee, and, of
course, a short stroll in the fields.

GISS Solar Scholarship
The 84 solar panels atop the Gulf Island Secondary School roof
saved the school a total of $2,692 in BCHydro bills in 2015. The
money will be awarded to two graduating students who are
interested in pursuing a career in environmental sciences or a
related field. The two students, who will each be given $1,346,
will be announced during the GISS graduation ceremony. 

Art Exhibit Merges the Everyday &
Consciousness

Mayne Island artist Jeremy Borsos will be exhibiting new works
in Victoria at Deluge Contemporary Art from mid-June to mid-
July. The room-sized installation, ‘Immaculate Debris’, is a
multi-media accretion of objects, collected over decades, which
appear and disappear. Borsos is interested in the limits of
unconscious memory and the function of obsession and
aphasia.
Jeremy Borsos has exhibited extensively throughout Canada

as well as internationally and his work—in writing, photography,
installation, painting and video—is represented in numerous
private and public collections. 0

Reprint from ISLAND TIDES, June 16, 2016, Page 2

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
‘This article was published (June 16, 2016) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing 

on the Canadian Gulf Islands, on Vancouver Island and, via the internet, worldwide.’
Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 1-250-216-2267 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com


