
Be Whale Wise & Aware
Pender Ocean Defenders—POD, to their members and
supporters—have commissioned signs to be installed at marina
docks on the Pender Islands.

The signs (pictured below) show the Fisheries and Oceans
Canada logo of the ‘Be Whale Wise’ marine wildlife guidelines
for boaters, paddlers and spectators. ‘

‘We want to have a visual reminder for boaters to behave
appropriately when encountering J-Pod orcas and other marine

mammals in our local waters,’ says POD founding member
Monica Petrie. ‘We are particularly concerned for the nine
surviving orca calves born over the last three years and their
capacity to thrive.’ 

The ‘Be Whale Wise’ signs are being installed at Browning
Harbour, Otter Bay and Poets Cove marinas. Duane Shaw of the
Mill Bay Marine Group at Browning Harbour says, ‘We believe
in education and looking at things over the longer term.
Working as a community to do the little things that we can do is
important. We hope that the sign and the education that it will
bring to boaters will help and be a small part in helping to
maintain a healthy whale population and ocean ecosystem.’

In addition, POD has installed an interpretive board at
Thieves Bay which shows visitors the species of marine
mammals found in our part of the Salish Sea. 

POD members are promoting land-based whalewatching

and have produced a guide to the best places on the Penders to
view orcas in the wild, without disturbing their activities. The
Pender Island Parks and Recreation Commission has erected
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A R O U N D  T H E  I S L A N D S
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Natalie (left) and Laura Dunsmuir, grandaughter and
daughter of Edith and Sandy Pearson, sit on the newly
placed memorial bench next to the Pender Community
Hall. Sandy and Edith were longtime Pender residents, and
Sandy was president of the Pender Island Recreational &
Agricultural Hall during its construction. The bench was
made and carved by local cedar wood-artist Colin
Hamilton.
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POD and the ‘Be Whale Wise’ sign at Port Browning.



signs at these viewing sites. 
So when you are out and about, look for those signs.

BC Ferries Coastal Naturalists
One of the most common places to see orcas is from a BC Ferries
vessel. BC Ferries is once again partnering with Parks Canada
to hire nine coastal naturalists for the summer. The naturalists
will work on major vessel routes, offering 20-minute
presentations about BC’s coastal wildlife, marine life, geography,
culture and history. The program is in its 11th season and
150,000 passengers enjoy it each year.

The University of Victoria is taking part this year by
encouraging participants on the Queen of Oak Bay to download
an app that helps identify the health of ocean waters using
photos. The greener the water, the higher the ocean productivity
and health. The images taken by those participating in the
coastal naturalist program will be sent to student researchers at
the university to analyse.

Coastal naturalists will also be onboard the Spirit of British
Columbia, the Spirit of Vancouver Island, the Coastal
Celebration, the Queen of New Westminster and the Coastal
Renaissance all summer—from now until September 5.

Honouring Cairn - John Aitken
The Mayne Island Parks and Recreation Commission has
agreed to have a second permanent public art installation in

Emma and Felix Jack Park. 
As a part of acknowledging the effects that the residential

school system has had on First Nations society and on Canada
as a whole, the installation will be based on a burial cairn, which
has been used in many cultures to honour their departed. 

The installation began on National Aboriginal Day (June 21)
as part of our communty’s acknowledgement of this day. The
installation began with the burying of a large rock, representing
the residential school system. Over the buried rock will be placed
palm sized rocks. The Mayne Island school children will begin
building the honouring cairn with their chosen rocks, some of
which have been decorated. 

The building of the cairn will be on-going until it reaches its
final dimensions of approximately five feet in diametre and 2.5
feet in height.

Each rock will represent a child who died in a residential
school or a survivor of the residential school experience. My rock
is going to honour someone I know who survived.

This cairn will be situated towards the bottom of the park.  
All community members/visitors are welcome to add a rock

in a moment of quiet reflection as an ongoing gesture of
remembrance, awareness and respect.0
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