
Wildwood Ecoforest Purchased
The Land Conservancy of BC (TLC) has accepted an offer from
Mark Randen to purchase Wildwood Ecoforest. Randen is a
local ecoforester and former longtime apprentice of Merv
Wilkinson, the founder of Wildwood. The accepted agreement
includes a covenant and forest management plan that will
ensure that Wildwood remains a working ecoforestry operation
and continues Merv Wilkinson’s vision to further promote
ecoforestry as a mainstream alternative to clearcutting.
Randen was a protégé of Merv’s who worked closely with the

ecoforestry pioneer for 12 years. Randen continues to
demonstrate the principle of sustainable ecoforestry, taught by
Merv, on his Gabriola Island-based ecoforestry site. Randen’s
management of Wildwood will heavily feature opportunities for
education, visitation and the training of apprentices to pass
along knowledge, skills and abilities to the next generation
including First Nations students.
TLC had previously attempted to sell Wildwood Ecoforest to

the Ecoforestry Institute Society (EIS). The two non-profits
signed an agreement in November 2015. In December 2015,
days before the scheduled court date, EIS withdrew, citing the
inability to complete the deal.

CRD Launches Art Consultations
The Capital Regional District Arts Development Service has
launched a public consultation and engagement process,
Building Our #ArtsFuture Together, to encourage community
participation in identifying priorities and actions for a CRD arts
strategy. An online survey is now available at
www.placespeak.com/CRDArtsFuture. 
Pre-consultation sessions held in June with over 100 arts

groups and individuals helped to inform the design of the public
consultation. In addition to the survey, participation opportunities
include Arts Community Workshops to be held in various
locations across the region from September 19-24 and an Arts
Champions Summit, taking place from November 3-5.
Registration will open soon. 

Trans-Pacific Partnership Townhall
At a townhall held by Nanaimo-Ladysmith MP Sheila
Malcolmson, residents expressed their opposition to the Trans-
Pacific Partnership.
‘Today I heard serious concerns that the TPP threatens

Canadian jobs, will increase the cost of prescription drugs, and
compromises Canada’s ability to act on climate change,’ said
Malcolmson. ‘We will take what we learned from our Nanaimo-
Ladysmith community and include it in our official submission
to the Minister of International Trade, and I will continue to put
pressure on the Liberal government to reject the TPP.’
The NDP critic for trade, MP Tracey Ramsey, also joined the

townhall, which was held at Nanaimo’s White Sails Brewing.0
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Lily talks with three chickadees.


