
The Gulf Islands in the Strait of Georgia are renowned for their
rural charm and natural beauty. They hold some of the most
vulnerable ecosystems in the province, including arbutus
woodlands and Garry oak meadows, and are home to more than
100 species at risk. But just how much of the Islands Trust Area
has been protected from development in perpetuity?
The area includes 13 large and more than 450 small islands

covering 5,200 square kilometres. The total of protected land in
this region is 17.76%, but that number is deceptive as the
percentage varies greatly from island to island. See the list,
below. 

Protected areas can take many forms, including parks, nature
reserves and sanctuaries, ecological reserves, watershed lands,
heritage forest lands, old growth management areas and private
lands covered by conservation covenants.
One organization with a specific mandate to protect natural

areas on the islands is the Islands Trust Fund, which was
established in 1990 by the provincial government. The Trust Fund
currently administers 26 nature reserves and holds 72
conservation covenants for a total protected area of 1161 hectares.
Islands Trust Fund Manager Jennifer Eliason indicates there

are many reasons the amount of protected land varies from
island to island. ‘Each island has its own history. There is also a
story behind each protected area. For instance, almost half of

Saturna Island is protected following the creation of the Gulf
Islands National Park Reserve in 2003 by Parks Canada.’
According to Eliason, the Trust Fund protects land through

covenant, land donation, or occasionally purchase. She adds that
it is possible for landowners to receive up to a 65% reduction in
taxes by placing a conservation covenant on eligible parcels that
are greater than two hectares in size through the Natural Area
Protection Tax Exemption Program. Participants in that
program retain title to their property while protecting the
covenanted area from development in perpetuity.
When deciding on areas to protect, the Islands Trust Fund

prefers relatively undisturbed land that serves as habitat for rare
and endangered species, but also considers other offerings. ‘Not
every conservation property is in pristine condition,’ says
Eliason. ‘Restoring land that has been logged or used for
industrial purposes is also part of what we do.’ She adds that a
major goal is to avoid isolated pockets of green space and ensure
connectivity and buffer zones so species can move about as
freely as possible.
Eliason admits the Fund’s greatest challenge is to raise money.

‘We have no budget for purchasing land and are in the same boat
as other non-profit organizations. We rely heavily on grants and
donations for land securement projects. Fortunately, the islands
have some incredibly generous individuals who have protected
land by donation or an end-of-life bequest.’
At the moment, the Trust Fund is working with the Thetis

Island Nature Conservancy to purchase and protect Fairyslipper
Forest on Thetis Island. The agency needs to raise $560,000 by
June, 2017, to protect 16 hectares of maturing Coastal Douglas-
fir forest as the first publicly accessible protected area on the
island. It has also accepted proposals for land donations on
Denman Island (2.55 ha) and Keats Island (3.3 ha) and is working
on covenants for Link Island (20 ha), Galiano (18 ha.), Denman
(63 ha) and South Pender (1.17 ha).
But the Islands Trust Fund’s ambitions don’t stop there.

‘Many areas still need preserving,’ says Eliason. ‘The entire
region is very significant in terms of conservation because of rare
ecosystems and species and the quality of the habitat.’
She points out that the Trust Fund does not have a set

percentage of protected land as an end target. ‘There is much
more to conservation than setting land aside in protected areas.
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Green space: how the islands compare - Frants Attorp

                                            Protected Area (ha)           % of Island
Ballenas-Winchelsea  23.38                        13.14
Bowen                              736.42                      14.57
Denman                          1273.93                    24.04
Gabriola                           534.59                      9.19
Galiano                            1267.06                    21.00
Gambier                          1598.72                    16.28
Hornby                            684.30                     22.96
Lasqueti                           875.02                      11.89
Mayne                              100.85                      4.26
North Pender                1010.47                    19.28
Salt Spring                      3910.83                    19.87
Saturna                            1610.58                    45.10
South Pender                 293.89                      32.16
Thetis                                154.83                       3.17
Total Area                  14039.65             17.76



We need to think about what we are doing in our backyards, on
farms, in working forests and across the entire landscape so that
habitat and functional ecosystems are part of the fabric of our
communities. This requires careful visioning, planning,
management and monitoring as well as cooperation among
everyone.’
She indicates most people who contribute to habitat

protection are deeply committed to the environment and share

a similar philosophy of life. ‘What better way to do something
for the world and future generations than help protect an
ecosystem?’ she asks. ‘Every time someone donates funds, gifts
land, or volunteers with a conservancy, they are helping preserve
the natural wonders of the Gulf Islands.’
People who wish to contribute to the Islands Trust Fund can

go to: www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca. 0

Reprint from ISLAND TIDES, August 25, 2016, Page 2

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
‘This article was published (August 25, 2016) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing 

on the Canadian Gulf Islands, on Vancouver Island and, via the internet, worldwide.’
Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 1-250-216-2267 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com


