
For the first time in a decade, Canadians have been invited
to submit applications to UNESCO for places they think
deserve world heritage status—and the Salish Sea will be

one of those applications. 
A new campaign, launched by the Salish Sea Trust, is aiming

to have the waters of the Salish Sea recognized for their
historical, cultural and natural heritage. The Salish Sea has been
home to diverse First Nations communities for thousands of
years, and remains a marine wildlife treasure. It also extends
across the Canada/US border, and therefore has been the
subject of many international studies, conferences and
proposals. All of these points are being considered in the Salish
Sea Trust’s application to UNESCO, which will take four months
to complete.
‘The Salish Sea is a unique inner sea with a long history of

providing food and sustenance, habitat and biodiversity for
marine species, and a wealth of resources to all those living
alongside its shores,’ said Laurie Gourlay, the interim director
of the Salish Sea Trust. ‘The Salish Sea’s historical, cultural and
natural heritage is rich and reflects the highest tenets and
objectives of UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites.’

UNESCO Sites and Guidelines
Canada is currently home to 18 World Heritage Sites, 12 of
which Parks Canada is responsible for conserving. The sites
range from the excavated remains of a Viking settlement in
Newfoundland, to several national parks named for their
pristine wilderness, to the remains of a 19th century Haida First
Nation village, and to the historic district of Old Quebec. 
In order for a site to be named as a UNESCO Heritage Site,

it must be ‘of outstanding universal value’ and meet at least one
out of ten selection criteria:
• ‘Represent a masterpiece of human creative genius’; 
• ‘Exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a

span of time or within a cultural area of the world, on
developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts,
town-planning or landscape design’;
• ‘Bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural

tradition or to a civilization which is living or which has
disappeared’;

• ‘Be an outstanding example of a type of building,
architectural or technological ensemble or landscape which
illustrates (a) significant stage(s) in human history’;
• ‘Be an outstanding example of a traditional human

settlement, land-use, or sea-use which is representative of a
culture (or cultures), or human interaction with the
environment especially when it has become vulnerable under
the impact of irreversible change;’
• ‘Be directly or tangibly associated with events or living

traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary
works of outstanding universal significance. (The committee
considers that this criterion should preferably be used in
conjunction with other criteria)’;
• ‘Contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of

exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance’;
• ‘Be outstanding examples representing major stages of

earth’s history, including the record of life, significant on-going
geological processes in the development of landforms, or
significant geomorphic or physiographic features’;
• ‘Be outstanding examples representing significant ongoing

ecological and biological processes in the evolution and
development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine
ecosystems and communities of plants and animals’;
• Or, ‘contain the most important and significant natural

habitats for in-situ conservation of biological diversity, including
those containing threatened species of outstanding universal
value from the point of view of science or conservation.’
The Salish Sea Trust believes the area could meet several of

these criteria.
‘Designating the Salish Sea as a World Heritage Site, with all

of the expectations to maintain ecological systems and
sustainability will meet the promises, wishes and obligations
which Canadians have as global citizens,’ said Gourlay. ‘The
cooperation and partnership building that leads to the Salish
Sea being designated a World Heritage Site will extend across a
decade, and in the process will build strong communities—
providing a significant contribution to our local economies as
well as meeting Canada’s global obligations as stewards of the
environment.’ 0

Reprint from Volume 28 Number 19                                                    September 22, 2016
Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
‘This article was published (September 22, 2016) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing 

on the Canadian Gulf Islands, on Vancouver Island and, via the internet, worldwide.’
Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 1-250-216-2267 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com

The Salish Sea, a UNESCO heritage site? - Natalie Dunsmuir


