
A Long Way From Home - Dennis Forsyth
Before moving to Denman Island 22 years ago we spent our
working days in Calgary and our weekends and holidays on a
bush quarter near Rocky Mountain House in central Alberta.
There we kept our horses, put up a little hay and generally play-
farmed. And Marilyn lovingly
tried to garden in a climate
that usually provided us with
fewer than 70 frost-free days.
Our neighbours across the

road spent part of their
summers out here on
Hornby Island and one fall
on their return, John gave
Marilyn a skinny little eight
inch long stick. ‘I clipped it
from a garry oak on our place
on the coast,’ he said.
Marilyn, ever the uber-
optimist, stuck the pathetic
little thing into the soil near
the fence in her garden.
We were astonished to

find it sporting two little leaves and a few green buds the
following spring after a particularly frigid Alberta winter. The
wanna-be tree kept surprising us over the next seven or eight
years with continued life—even on the two occasions when a
winter moose got in and did a free pruning for us.
We made a visit to the old farm a few weeks ago with the

friends who now own it. The fences are mostly down now, the
painstakingly cleared hay-fields and pastures are overgrown and
the place has a general look of abandonment. Except for one
shining note of optimism in the old garden. There, defying all
logic, stands a 30-year-old Garry oak. Now about 25-feet-tall
and with two main trunks it was a blaze of glory and testament
to tenacity in the crisp autumn kind of a day that only Alberta
can provide to its long gone old residents.

Campfire Ban Lifted
With fall in the air, the campfire ban in the Coastal Fire Centre

has been lifted. All open fires are once again permitted, along
with tiki torches, burn-barrels, fireworks and sky lanterns.
Category 3 fires still require a permit. These are fires that burn
material more than two metres high or three metres wide, or
more than two piles of any size.
Local governments may still have their own restrictions

however, so it is important to check with local authorities before
lighting any fires. 

Heartwood AGM
The Annual General Meeting for Heartwood Folk School for
Sustainability and Resilience is taking place this year on October
29. Interested Pender Islanders are welcome to attend, though
RSVPing at www.heartwoodfolkschool.ca/2016-agm is
encouraged. The meeting will help Heartwood decide in which
new direction it will be going, as the coordinator Zorah Staar
has moved off-island to Victoria. Heartwood is looking for a new
coordinator and new volunteer directors. 
Also on that day is a cedar basket making class taught by

Tsawout Elder Skookales. Those who attend the Heartwood
AGM and pay a $5 Heartwood membership fee can attend the
lesson for free. For more information, go to
www.heartwoodfolkschool.ca/arts/basket-making-2016.

New Hospitals a Year from Opening
In a year’s time, two new hospitals will be opening on Vancouver
Island. The new
facilities, located in the
Comox Valley and in
Campbell River, are
now 90% complete.
Construction will end
in April of next year,
and the hospitals will
open next September
after clinical
equipment has been installed and staff have been trained. 
The Comox Valley hospital will be 428,400-square-feet, with

153 beds. The new hospital in the Campbell River District is
slightly smaller, being 347,700 square-feet and with only 95
beds.
During construction of the new facilities, an estimated 2,200
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direct jobs will have
been created, along
with 1400 indirect
jobs. The combined
cost of the two
hospitals is $606.2
million. The project is
being funded by the
government of BC and

by the Comox Strathcona Regional Hospital District.

Mudge Island Community Park
Mudge Island has a second community park now, as the Regional
District of Nanaimo voted in September to acquire Lot 25, a 0.55

acre lot on Ling Cod Lane. The land fronts Dodd Narrows and
offers great opportunities to watch the tides, orca whales, eagles,
sea lions and other marine life. The former owner, Robert
Littlejohn, allowed the public access to his land for years and,
according to Scott Littlejohn, ‘would be thrilled that his favourite
place in the world will be preserved as parkland’. 
The purchase of the land will cost $235,000 and will be

supported by donations from various community organizations.
The Mudge Island Land Trust Association donated $8,000,
while the Gabriola Land and Trails Trust donated $10,000. The
RDN also contributed $12,000 in park operational funds.
Funding for the majority of the park will be requisitioned
through short-term borrowing over a five year period. 0
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