
Mid-Island Mushroom Festival
A festival in Errington this October helped provide identification
information about local mushrooms—the edible, the beautiful,
the weird and the dangerous. This was particularly cogent this
year following the death of a three-year-old Victoria boy, after he
ate a death cap while mushroom-picking with his parents. 
The festival, this year in support of the Wildlife Recovery

Centre, is an annual event which drew a crowd of 800 people
last year. Held on the centre’s grounds, presentations,
entertainers, mushroom displays, local artisans and food
vendors were featured. Presentations included ‘The Hunt for
Morel Mushrooms’, ‘Wild Edible Mushrooms for Beginners’
and ‘How to Grow Mushrooms’. 
The death of the three-year-old in Victoria was the first

recorded death cap fatality in BC. In the past, pickers have
become ill, but all have recovered. 
A Creative Idea—Nanaimo Public Food Forest 

A publicly owned laneway previously overrun by blackberry
bushes and littered with old mattresses, candy wrappers and used
needles has been transformed into the first public food forest in
Nanaimo. This edible landscape garden called the South End
Community Food Forest has been created through a collaborative
community effort which involved over 200 volunteers and 11
community partner organizations and businesses. 
The community celebrated the official opening of the food

forest on October 21. The project began when the Island Crisis
Care Society reached out to the South End Community
Association (SECA) to request that something be done to
improve the safety and appearance of the site. Present at that
meeting were representatives of the Mid-Island Community
Development Co-op (MyCDC), a local non-profit cooperative
that develops grassroots greening projects, and who decided to
spearhead the project alongside SECA. MyCDC was quickly able
to gather support from the City of Nanaimo, local community
partners and a large crew of volunteers who began the hard
work of removing garbage, pulling out blackberries, digging
holes and moving tons of manure and leaves. Through several
work parties and the ‘Art in the Food Forest’ event on August
13, the landscape has been transformed into lush edible garden
beds and decorated with vibrant pieces of art made by

community members. 
‘The space is now unrecognizable from its gloomy look when

we first started cleaning it up,’ said MyCDC director Ben
Geselbracht. ‘This project really serves as an excellent example
of the power of community engagement, and of what we can
accomplish as a city towards producing more food and beauty.
I think Nanaimo needs more projects like this.’

Galiano Health Care Clinic is 25 
-Dawn Lybarger

‘Long may it bring health, happiness and good comfort to all
who live on and love this most wonderful island.’
Those were the words of then president Art Wood when

ribbon cutting for the brand new Galiano Island Health Care
Clinic on April 27, 1991. It had taken a huge effort and large
donations of money, labour, and materials to get our doctor into
a proper medical setting. I’m sure islanders breathed a sigh of
relief that there would be less need for health care trips off-
island, while tourists likely felt a wee bit safer as well.
The Health Care Clinic has become so busy in the past quarter

century that now the Board is fundraising for an expansion. And
what goes around comes around… the people spearheading this
fundraising, the current Board President and Treasurer, are none
other than the daughters of one of the early presidents, Bill
Sashaw! A benevolent and hard working dynasty, we are
extremely grateful for Diane Matson and Carol Wilson.
To celebrate the Health Care Clinic’s Silver Anniversary, we

are holding a Gala at the Galiano Oceanfront Inn on December
3. The evening starts with cocktails, with a lovely meal and wine
pairing to follow, ending with music and dancing. Fancy dress,
or wear your best jeans. Tickets are $99, with half the proceeds
going toward the clinic. Tickets are available at the Inn, Galiano
Island Books, or the clinic. Come celebrate with us!

Cedric Literary Awards Local Winners
The Cedric Literary Awards have been won by three local
authors from Chemainus, Victoria and Salt Spring Island. Each
winner was awarded $3,000 at a special reception that was held
at the Union Club of Victoria on October 15. The Cedric Awards
recognize unpublished English and French-speaking authors
above the age of 50 who write creative non-fiction, fiction and
poetry. This year was the program’s second in operation, and
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since its inception, the contest has attracted nearly 300
participants.
Joel Scott, of Chemainus, won the award for his work of

fiction titled ‘Jack’. In the creative non-fiction category, Salt
Spring Islander Beth Hawkes took the top prize for her work
titled ‘Seasons’. And First Nations writer Sidney Harris of
Victoria won an award for his story ‘Morning Song’s Legacy’.

Salish Orca Completed!
The first of BC Ferries three new Salish Class vessels will be
headed for its new home this fall under its own power. The
Salish Orcawill depart its construction site in Poland in the next
few months and will sail by the Canary Islands, through the
Panama Canal, and up the west coast of North America. The
ship should arrive in BC by the end of the year. 
The artwork for the Orcawas just finished by aboriginal artist

Darlene Gait. BC Ferries posted a time-lapse video of the art
being completed on facebook, which can be seen at
www.facebook.com/britishcolumbiaferries/.

Fall Storms Blow Across the Islands
Three early wind storms blew across the Gulf Islands in mid-
October, cancelling ferries and causing short power outages on
most islands. On October 15, BC Ferries cancelled all sailings
across Georgia Strait for the afternoon and evening, though the

small ferries were still able to brave the white caps to transport
people between the islands and Vancouver Island.
Though the storms were lighter than predicted, winds still

reached 90-kilometres-per-hour across sections of Vancouver
Island and the Gulf Islands. Over the three-day period between
October 13 and 16, a total of 290,000 households dealt with
power outages. In Vancouver, Stanley Park was closed on
October 15 as a precaution, but opened again the next morning.
Trees and branches fell all across the coast, littering roads with
debris. Storms which occur when deciduous leaves are still on
trees tend to cause more damage than after leaf drop.

Galiano Rezoning
A rezoning application that has been in the works since 2013 has
been approved by the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee. A
55-hectare parcel of Forest 1 zoned land will be rezoned into five
residential lots totalling 11 hectares, a 20.5-hectare lot for
sustainable forest management practices, a 10.7 hectare
waterfront park, to be managed by the CRD, and around 10
hectares of forest to be added to Provincial Park land in the area. 
The net proceeds of the sale of one of the residential lots will

go towards affordable housing projects on Galiano. 
The owners, Bowie and Anna Keefer, have covenanted the

20.5 hectares of sustainable forest practice with the Galiano
Conservancy Association. 0
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