
Across Canada, our failure to respond to the refugee crisis is
provoking outrage. The photo of a toddler, a victim of drowning
whose aunt lives in Vancouver, has torn at our hearts. Why was
his family not admitted to Canada? After years of trying to get
family members of Syrian-Canadians to Canada I have to
conclude it is not just ‘red-tape.’ The current system is designed
to reject refugees.

I have become friends with an amazing woman who lives just
outside my riding, but I work for her and her extended family
as though she was a constituent. We managed to get two young
Syrian men to Canada who had escaped Syria to Jordan.  Their
wives had made it to Canada ahead of them. It was a struggle to
get them here, but at least they were out of Syria and able to
apply. For most of the Syrian refugees with links to Canada they
cannot get themselves in a position to be helped. I have had
family members of my Syrian friend actually get out of Syria
and, with their children in the backseat of their car, have made
it to the gates of the Canadian embassy in Beirut only to be
turned away by security at the gate. Despite repeated attempts
to get an interview or begin the process, the family headed back
over the border to Syria. It is a nightmare.

We have tried from my constituency office to match up
qualified refugees with groups allowed to sponsor them under
the complicated and bureaucratic process set up under Stephen
Harper. It’s as though the Conservatives think there are lovely
refugee waiting rooms around the world. ‘Take a number, we’ll
get to you when we can...’

To get a sense of the hurdles to sponsor a Syrian refugee go
to the Immigration Canada website. Here is the ‘take a number’
paragraph:

‘Considerable time can pass between the time an application
is made and the time the refugees arrive in Canada. The
selection process for these refugees can fluctuate with the
volume of applications received at the visa offices. Processing

times in each visa office for the past 12 months are available
online. Sponsors are encouraged to consult this link regularly to
help them plan for the arrival of sponsored refugees.’

Sponsoring organizations must prove financial ability to
cover all the costs for an extended family for a year. All family
members, even those not coming to Canada, must be listed and
the sponsors able to cover all costs.

There is no compassion. There is no sense of urgency. This
is not how Canada responded in the past. This is not the same
system that welcomed the ‘boat people’ of Vietnam.

No one (except Stephen Harper) believes we help refugees
by bombing one side in an ongoing civil war. The truth is the
refugees are not escaping ISIS. They are escaping a war that has
been raging for four years while the world stood by and did
nothing. Syrian President Bashar al-Assad is a brutal dictator.
You never hear Stephen Harper mentioning him. That’s because
ISIS is engaged in a war to depose him. ISIS is one of a number
of violent quasi-military forces allied against al-Assad, but ISIS
is also a lunatic fringe religious cult. Al Qaeda operatives and  al-
Nusra are more or less with ISIS in opposing al-Assad.
Hezbollah supports al-Assad. Can anyone imagine Canada
wants any of these factions to be victorious? In the middle are
the suffering and desperate innocents.

To get more refugees to Canada, we start by revoking all the
changes made to Canada’s refugee laws under Harper. We need
to accelerate the process, including by sending military planes
or vessels to help get people to safety. We should work with the
United Nations and allies to place a no fly zone over Syria, work
for a cease-fire and an end to hostilities. We need to assist in the
on-going drought, one of the pre-conditions to the crisis. Syrian
refugees don’t want to leave Syria. They are escaping a violent
conflict. When it ends many will want to go home.
Humanitarian responses must include the quest for peace. 0
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Why have we not met the targets toallow Syrian refugees? - Elizabeth May MP
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