
Are you happy with Canada today? Or would you prefer a
different Canada? A little over two weeks from now,
Canadians will vote in a national election that will

determine Canada’s future: for us, our children, and our
grandchildren. 
You ought to vote and to be an informed voter. It’s not just

about whether you happen to like or dislike the local candidates,
or even the leaders of the four national parties. There are issues
to consider; policies to agree or disagree with; attitudes to like
or dislike.
This article is an attempt to set out the important issues. This

is not intended to be a partisan document, but, inevitably,
opinions will influence my explanations. 
It will start with how the federal government affects

individuals, then their communities, then the services you
receive from government. Following this, we’ll tackle the
environment, then the economy, and finally how a federal
government operates.

Citizens
If you are a First Nations member, you are clearly a Canadian
Citizen. If you were born in Canada, you are also a Canadian
Citizen. If you are an immigrant, as many Canadians are, you
should be ‘naturalized’ and also a citizen (except if you happen
to be charged with ‘interfering with the economic or financial
stability of Canada’ under Bill C-24, in which case you may be
stripped of your citizenship and, presumably, sent back where
you came from). 
If you are a woman, you may be earning $8,000 per year less

than a man. If you are a First Nations woman, you’ll find that
the government is not interested in your security. If you are a
single senior, you may well be below the poverty line. If you are
a veteran, you may have difficulty receiving help or benefits. And
if you are a young person (definitions vary) you will find it tough
to find a place to live, to get an education, and to find a job.
If you are a refugee, there are many obstacles to your

entrance to Canada. If you are attempting to unite your family
in Canada, you may wait many years and work through an
obstinate and unyielding bureaucracy to achieve it. And there
are continuing risks that your ‘permanent resident’ status may
be revoked. (On the other hand, if you are a millionaire, you may

be welcomed, no matter how you made your money.)
The interpretation of Canada’s immigration law has spawned

a small industry of lawyers and consultants. The opposition
parties do not appear to have made this a priority.

Your Community
It may be big or small, connected, or remote. It may be rural, a
small town, a city, or a metropolis. But you need a place to call
home. Where people know you, and your family, and when you
need help, there is someone to help. The federal government
doesn’t do much for communities; it likes to say they are
‘creatures of the provincial government’ as if they were kittens,
and while mama cat is there, the (ir)responsible tomcat cannot
be found.
Rural areas and small towns need road connections and

broadband internet. Cities and metropolises need more
expensive forms of physical infrastructure to support their
concentrated economic activity. Each one is different, and
politicians make different promises in different cities. And some
politicians will say they can’t find the money (which can be
considerable); others say they will borrow the money, or get
someone else to borrow it for them, because infrastructure is,
after all, an investment, not an expense, and the spin-off benefits
will be worth it, for you, your community, and Canada.
The parties differ as to how much money they would devote

to this, and where it should be directed. And where it would have
the greatest benefit for the most people.

Services For You
Wherever you live, you need health care, education, social
services, and government support for culture and the arts. Over
the last few years, the federal government has tended to avoid
responsibility for these large sectors of the economy and of life,
leaving them to the provinces. 
Health care, the largest item in any provincial budget, has

been hard to avoid, but the federal government now avoids any
negotiation with the provinces over its financial contribution. It
now puts its money on the table, and says ‘take it or leave it’. The
provinces take it. In this election, however, there are promises
from the opposition parties of free children’s dentistry, universal
pharmacare (as part of health funding), support for post-
secondary student fees, and daycare for kids.
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Outside of health care, the other items are supposed to be
covered by provincial taxes, supplemented by ‘equalization
grants’ through which the richer provinces subsidize the poorer
ones, using a formula which nobody understands well enough
to defend. The exception is national cultural infrastructure,
notably the CBC, which since the invention of radio has been
Canada’s national broadcaster. Not a government network, but
an independent network funded by government—inherently a
difficult act. The current government has been systematically
reducing its financial support for the CBC; all the opposition
parties promise to increase its funding.

Environment/Economy
The federal government of the last few years has tended to treat
the environment as an awkward subsidiary of the economy.
Many would say it should be the other way around. The
government has gutted the entire process of considering the
environmental impact, and the public interest, of major
industrial development, finally reserving decision-making to the
federal cabinet. Defence of the land and water has been left to
First Nations, and they have acquitted themselves reasonably
well in the courts and on the ground; but that only complicates
later land claim negotiations, particularly in BC.
The biggest ‘elephant in the room’ is climate change,

resulting from carbon dioxide and methane accumulations in
the atmosphere. Petroleum from the oilsands generates very
large quantities of these greenhouse gases though extraction,
transportation, processing, and finally consumption, wherever
this occurs. There should be limits, regulations, laws; but the
federal government has been loath to impose them.
Internationally, this has meant that Canada has been the spoiler,
the dinosaur, in climate change negotiations. This is a surprise
to other nations; it alarms Canadians to be so accused.
The next set of international negotiations, COP21, occurs in

December, less than two months after this election. The
opposition parties would like to represent Canada at these
meetings, and change our national policy and others’
perception.
The government claims to have demonstrated good

management of Canada’s economy, through an international
financial crisis. Probably, stricter banking regulations than some
other nations, put in place before the current government,
contributed to this. Aside from that, Canada has relied on energy
exports, primarily to the US, and government austerity, to
maintain economic stability. Generally, the government has not
managed the economy; an exception would be substantial
borrowing to inject into the economy during the financial crisis.
However, we have seen gradual declines in extractive

industries ranging from fishing on the east coast to forest
products in the west; Canada can no longer rely on exports of
raw materials and energy. This, combined with lack of
innovation or increases in productivity, and government

austerity, made Canada especially vulnerable to an unexpected
drop in crude oil prices combined with a spike in US production. 
Once more Canada finds itself in a recession, technically.

Forecasts for the near future are not encouraging.
The government points to the many bilateral trade

agreements it has concluded with nations smaller than Canada.
One, an investment treaty with China (a nation larger than
Canada) appears to have been particularly one-sided, and has
been described as a threat to Canada’s sovereignty. 
Two massive multilateral agreements, the TPP on the Pacific

and the CETA with Europe, have appeared for some time on the
verge of completion. Their contents are secret, at least as far as
the public is concerned. It seems likely that both pose even more
serious threats to Canada’s sovereignty.
Opposition approaches to Canada’s economic dilemma

focus, to varying degrees, on a massive shift to a knowledge-
based, innovative, diversified strategy, with significant
government leadership. An emphasis on small business,
entrepreneurship, and the government provision of
transportation and energy infrastructure may be needed. Tax
changes, aside from discontinuing subsidies to the fossil fuel
industries, would be gradual; a carbon tax might pay dividends
to all Canadians.

Our Federation Needs Repair
Canada no longer functions as a federation, since the current
prime minister has refused to attend meetings of the provincial
premiers and the intention of voters are frustrated by a first-
past-the-post system that enables MPs to be elected with less
than 40% of the vote, let alone popular support.
Opposition parties have suggested varying changes,

including the introduction of a modern proportional
representation system. 
It is also apparent that should another party succeed to

government, they might wish to make substantial changes in
laws and procedures. Or they might not. Only the Green Party
has actually made clear proposals, ‘Building A Canada Together
2015’; download it at www.greenparty.ca/en/platform to get
comprehensive ideas of the important issues.
I’m an immigrant, over 65 years ago. I’ve always thought of

Canada as a nation of people who cared for others, for the
environment, for human rights, and for peace. People who were
tolerant of differences, and interested in the rest of the world. 
I’ve always been proud to say I’m a Canadian. Right now I’m

not so proud. I should like it if the election makes me proud
again.
Please use my ideas as a starting point in doing your own

research and into developing your own opinions. And plan
when, where, and for whom you will vote. 0
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