
The Bank of Canada has released its long list of 12 women who
could be featured on a new Canadian bill. 
During the initial selection process the Canadian public made

nearly 26,000 submissions, nominating 420 women. An
independent Advisory Council narrowed the list down to 12. The
long list is below:

Pitseolak Ashoona (1904-1983) was an Inuit graphic
artist whose art showed ‘the things we did long ago before there
were many white men’. Throughout her life she created
thousands of drawings that reflected her love and knowledge of
Inuit life. She was elected a member of the Royal Canadian
Academy of Arts in 1974.

Emily Carr (1871-1945) was a Canadian painter in the
first half of the 20th century, and one of only a few well-known
women painters in Canada during that time. Based in Victoria,
she was famous for paintings featuring totem poles set in forests
or on the sites of abandoned aboriginal villages on the northwest
coast. She was also an author.

Thérèse Casgrain (1896-1981) was the first woman to
head a political party in Canada—she was leader of the Quebec
wing of what is today the New Democratic Party. She was also
a social reformer who led the campaign for suffrage in Quebec
and was dedicated to women’s rights and peace. She was
appointed to the Senate in 1970. 

Viola Desmond (1914-1965) was an activist and a
mentor to young black women in Canada. She is famous for her
refusal to accept racial discrimination when she sat in a whites-
only section of a New Glasgow movie theatre. She was arrested
and fined, but her actions went on to inspire generations. 

Lotta Hitschmanova (1909-1990)was a humanitarian
who founded the Unitarian Service Committee of Canada to help
those suffering in the aftermaths of war. She came to Canada as
a Czech refugee during the Second World War. Her compassion
inspired thousands of Canadians to donate to USC Canada, which
became the first international development agency in the country.

E Pauline Johnson (Tekahionwake) (1861-1913) was
a poet who was the daughter of a Mohawk chief and an
Englishwoman. She is best known for poetry celebrating her
aboriginal heritage and spent the time between 1892 and 1910
travelling across Canada on speaking tours. Her patriotic poems
and short stories made her a popular ambassador for Canada.

Elizabeth MacGill (1905-1980) was the first woman in

Canada to receive a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering
and a master’s degree in aeronautical engineering. She was also
the first women aircraft designer in the world and was known
as the ‘Queen of the Hurricanes’ for her work on the Hawker
Hurricane fighter planes used in the Second World War. She
was also an active feminist.

Nellie McClung (1873-1951)was one of five appellants in
the ‘Persons’ case, the constitutional ruling that established the
right of women to be appointed to the Senate. She was a politician
and activist dedicated to women’s rights and social reform and
was a Liberal member for Edmonton in the Alberta legislature
and the first female member of the CBC Board of Governors.

Lucy Maud Montgomery (1874-1942) was author of
the bestselling book series Anne of Green Gables, which became
a classic in Canada and the United States. Over her life she
published 22 novels and books of short stories. She was also a
businesswoman who managed a stable income from her work,
a remarkable feat for a woman writer in that time period.

Fanny (Bobbie) Rosenfeld (1904-1969) was a track
and field athelete and Olympian. She held Canadian records in
the running and standing broad jump and in the discus, and
jointly held the 11-second, 100-yard world record. She was voted
Canada’s female athlete of the first half of the 20th century in
1950 and inducted into Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame in 1955. 

Gabrielle Roy (1909-1983) was a French-Canadian
author and journalist and translated her experiences of growing
up in poverty into novels that were vivid depictions of human
misery. She published Bonheur d’Occasion in 1945 and is
considered one of the great contemporary writers on the human
condition. She also received the Governor General’s Award, the
Prix Duvernay and the Prix David.

Idola Saint-Jean (1880-1945) was an actress, author and
teacher, as well as a feminist and pioneer in the fight for suffrage
in Quebec. She led the efforts to obtain the right for Quebec
women to vote in provincial elections, which was won nearly 20
years after it was granted for federal elections. She was also the
first woman to run as a candidate in a federal election. 
A public poll will be comissioned by the bank to help narrow

the list down to three to five finalists. The final decision will be
made by Finance Minister Bill Morneau. The new banknote will
be released in 2018. 0
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