
Saanich–Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May hosted a public
consultation meeting for the current Defence Policy
Review. In attendance was long-serving parliamentarian

John McKay, who is currently MP for Scarborough–Guildwood
and Parliamentary Secretary to National Defence  Minister
Harjit Sajjan. The public input portion of the review closes at
the end of July.
An attentive crowd of about 200 met on July 18 at Mary

Winspear Centre in Sidney to discuss the Government of
Canada’s consultation agenda: ‘the main challenges to Canada’s
security; the role of the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) in
addressing current threats and challenges; and the resources
and capabilities needed to carry out the CAF mandate.’
Of the review, the ministry says, ‘Defending Canada and

protecting Canadians is the government’s most fundamental
responsibility. This review will provide the clarity needed to
balance priorities, respond to emerging challenges and invest
appropriately in Canada’s military.’ (A part of the ministry’s
mandate letter listing the ministry’s role is in the BOX, on page
3).
MP McKay began by outlining the department and listing

the areas and the type of engagement in which Canada is
currently active. He said that a total of 100,000 people worked
for the Ministry of National Defence and it has the largest federal
budget. National defence is so large that it has its own justice
system, its own health care system, its own ‘language’ and
culture and, if it were considered a ‘province’, it would be the
fourth largest. He said it was responsible for the defence of
Canada, of North America under North American Aerospace
Defense Command (NORAD) and for international missions
under Canadian Expeditionary Forces Command.
McKay talked about countries where forces were or might be

deployed. Canada’s involvement in North Africa, he said, was
partly due to troops’ French-speaking capabilities. Many
campaigns were assigned to countries where ISIS was
destabilizing governments.
In East Africa, Somalia was a very active point. ISIS was also

making incursions through Gaza and the Sinai Peninsula,
further destabilizing Egypt.
A decision was soon to be made about a force in centrally-

situated Mali where ISIS is active, to the north destabilizing
Liberia and Algeria and to the south, Nigeria. He termed the
potential expeditionary force to Mali as ‘robust peacekeeping’.
He described the Canadian force in Baghdad, Iraq as, a

general and 12 others diplomatically ‘running round the groups
to stop them fighting’;  staff are particularly effective as they are
‘uniquely Canadian, not American’. Other Middle East missions
are training missions.
In Eastern Europe, Canadian forces are teaching treatment of

the wounded in Romania and the Ukraine. There is also a training
mission in Poland, which Poles would like to become permanent.
In Latvia, there is a mission of 450 personnel and six jets.
McKay described the three roles of international action:

diplomacy, robust peacekeeping and training. He said that
Canada ‘had some of the best people in the world to do that.’
Prime Minister Trudeau, he concluded, wanted more of

Canada in the world, particulary in the role of conflict resolution,
a step farther than peacekeeping.
The first presenter from the floor, Stan Brygadyr, gave figures

showing that Canada was spending less per capita on national
defense than 60-years-ago and that forces in uniform were
60,000, half what they were then. He commented that Canada
was contributing only 50% of the NATO standard. He said it
was a very dangerous world and Canada had become a bit player
and Canadians should be willing to ‘pay the price for a big share
in the world’.
Salt Spring’s Jan Slakov was speaking for Conscience Canada

whose motto is ‘Promote peace. Stop paying for war’. Slakov said
that we are all involved in the miliary, insofar as our tax money,
our resources, are ‘drafted’ into the military. She said there was
a better use for those resources. She would prefer a Department
of Peace to be formed. People in the military are ‘trained to kill’,
she said, and ‘it’s hard to change that mindset’. Do we achieve
our peaceful role by selling weapons? she asked. A Department
of Peace should look at the interconnection of global issues, such
as climate change, which play a role in warfare. She wanted to
know if the current review had any such broad view in mind.
Retired commander Peter Chance reminisced about D-Day

and shipbuilding. It is 15-years from concept to the
commissioning of ships. When, he asked, will we cut steel for
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new ships?
Retired lawyer and ex-serviceman Bill Geimer from Sooke,

who is a Green Party advisor on defence, said vision was need.
Canada should resist lobbying by arms makers and should
shape defence policy for 30-years.
CF-18s should be ‘mothballed’, Canada should ‘decline to

replace them’ and we ‘should have nothing to do with armed
drones’. Expenditures, he said, drive policies. Canada should be
saying to nations in trouble ‘We have decided not to make
warfare from the air, how else can we help you?’ With the money
saved we should build ‘peace furthering vessels’. Since threat to
Canada was exaggerated, forces should concentrate on
peacekeeping abroad and Search & Rescue and oilspill
mitigation at home.
Much decorated ex-serviceman Ed Widenmaier changed the

topic in asking for funding for a long worked for cenotaph,
honouring recent campaigns, in Saanich. MP May assured him
there was a fund and Secretary McKay assured him it would be
put in hand.
Saul Arbess of the Canadian Peace Initiative returned to the

issue that the review should look at the big picture. Canada is
not considering a framework for the future, he feared. What is
Canada’s actual enemy? There needs to be consideration of
climate change. Currently, the military are Canada’s largest
users of fossil fuels. There needs to be a complete review of
military armament. There should be no engagement beyond
self-defence. The former Harper stance of defence of the Arctic
needs to be replaced by negotiation between circumpolar
nations. A future national defence role should be environmental
restoration. He pointed to Costa Rica’s department of peace as
a model for Canada and suggested cadet training in
peacekeeping, which the young were interested in rather than
military training. The military should work for nuclear
disarmament, we should reconsider Canada’s role in NATO, and
we should promote Canada’s achievment in being a successful
multicultural society.
Yeshua Moser of Mines Action Canada—which comprises

48 member organizations from churches to Canadian Red Cross
to the Mennonite Central Relief Committee—stated that, for the

past 10 years, we had turned our back on the Ottawa
Convention, the mine ban treaty. 
Defence policy should be based on the protection of civilians,

he stressed. He saw a new threat from autonomous weapons
like drones; the world, he said, is not prepared for autonomous
weapons. He also called for a ban on explosive weapons with
wide-area effects, which create 90% civilian casualities;
incendiary weapons; and nuclear weapons, pointing to an
excellent public input process in New Zealand.
Oak Bay resident Joan Russow, who was leader of the Green

Party of Canada in the late ’90s, spoke of a decade of diplomatic
inactivity; the promotion of a ‘warrior nation’ image, through
military display; and the misuse of UN Article 51, the self-
defence clause, which lead to Canadian participation in
Afghanistan.
Martin Gavin warned against escalation in Ukraine which he

thought could lead to an undesirable alliance between Russia
and China.
Robin Roberts made a plea for peace education in schools

and in the nation generally. She sited Dr Terence Webster-Doyle
(bravenewchild.org) as a visionary leader in this. 
A surprise speaker was Sonia Furstenau from Shawnigan

Lake. Speaking very quickly, she outlined CFB Esquimalt’s part
in dumping contaminated soil in Shawnigan Lake’s watershed.
She received the loudest ovation of the night and Defence
Secretary McKay said he would look into it.
McKay responded briefly to the meeting. He was in favour

of NATO; and Canada wanted to ‘reengage’ not as a ‘warrior
nation but in all kinds of conflict resolution’. He firmly said that
future weapons would be unmanned and that Canada was
currently considered ‘a free rider by its allies’. 
He concluded that the Department of Peace that people

wanted might well be Canada’s Ministry of National Defence.
Some speakers had a lot to get across, some were long-

winded, using up other speakers’ time (most submissions are
fortunately on record in written form). 
However, as is usual in an Elizabeth May meeting, it ended

on time with a lot having been said. 0
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As Minister of National Defence, your overarching goal will be
to ensure that the Canadian Armed Forces are equipped and
prepared, if called upon, to protect Canadian sovereignty,
defend North America, provide disaster relief, conduct search
and rescue, support United Nations peace operations and
contribute to the security of our allies and to allied and coalition
operations abroad. It will be important that you ensure a close
link between defence policy, foreign policy and national
security. I also ask you to work closely with your colleague, the
Minister of Veterans Affairs and Associate Minister of National
Defence, to ensure a seamless transition for Canadian Forces
members to the programs and services of Veterans Affairs.
In particular, I will expect you to work with your colleagues

and through established legislative, regulatory, and Cabinet
processes to deliver on your top priorities:
•  Work with the Minister of Foreign Affairs to end Canada’s
combat mission in Iraq and Syria, refocusing Canada’s efforts
in the region on the training of local forces and humanitarian
support.
•  Ensure that the Canadian Armed Forces have the
equipment they need. This includes:
   a.   working with the Minister of Finance to maintain

current National Defence spending levels, including current
planned increases;
   b.   working with the Minister of Public Services and

Procurement to launch an open and transparent competition
to replace the CF-18 fighter aircraft, focusing on options that
match Canada’s defence needs; and
   c.   working with the Minister of Public Services and

Procurement to invest in strengthening the Navy, while
meeting the commitments that were made as part of the
National Shipbuilding Procurement Strategy.
•  Work with the Minister of Foreign Affairs to renew
Canada’s commitment to United Nations peace operations.
This includes:
   a.   making Canada’s specialized capabilities—from mobile

medical teams, to engineering support, to aircraft that can carry
supplies and personnel—available on a case-by-case basis;
   b.   working with the Minister of Foreign Affairs to help the

United Nations respond more quickly to emerging and
escalating conflicts and providing well-trained personnel to
international initiatives that can be quickly deployed, such as
mission commanders, staff officers, and headquarters units;
and
   c.   leading an international effort to improve and expand

the training of military and civilian personnel deployed on
peace operations, while insisting that any peacekeepers
involved in misconduct be held accountable by their own
country and the United Nations.
• Maintain Canada’s strong commitments to the North
American Aerospace Defence Command (NORAD) and to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).
• Conduct an open and transparent review process to create
a new defence strategy for Canada, replacing the now-outdated
Canada First Defence Strategy.
• Renew Canada’s focus on surveillance and control of
Canadian territory and approaches, particularly our Arctic
regions, and increase the size of the Canadian Rangers.
• Work with senior leaders of the Canadian Armed Forces to
establish and maintain a workplace free from harassment and
discrimination.
• Work with the Minister of Veterans Affairs and Associate
Minister of National Defence to reduce complexity, overhaul
service delivery, and strengthen partnerships between National
Defence and Veterans Affairs.
• Support the Minister of Public Safety and Emergency
Preparedness in a review of existing measures to protect
Canadians and our critical infrastructure from cyber-threats.
• Work with the Minister of Veterans Affairs and Associate
Minister of National Defence to develop a suicide prevention
strategy for Canadian Armed Forces personnel and veterans.

From The Minister of National Defence’s Mandate Letter to Minister Harjit Sajjan


