
In 1899, a treaty was entered into between indigenous groupsthat had been in conflict in Northeastern British Columbia.
The Dunne-Za (Beaver) and Cree made peace along the

banks of the Unchaga, meaning large river. The treaty is known
to this day as Treaty 8. In honour of the peace achieved that day,
the river was renamed the Peace River.
I learned that early history on July 9 at the annual Paddle for

the Peace. I met and visited with Ken and Arlene Boon and other
farm families who are refusing to leave their land. I met with
West Moberly First Nation Chief Roland Wilson. It was very
clear that keeping the Peace meant more than stopping Site C.
It is about keeping promises and commitments. Treaty
commitments from 1899 and election promises from 2015.
The decision by the federal government in late July, just ahead

of the long BC weekend, to grant the permits demanded by
BCHydro for the Site C dam was a body blow. While building the
dam is a provincial project, it cannot proceed without a set of
permits from the Minister of Fisheries under the Fisheries Act
and from the Minister of Transport under the Navigable Waters
Protection Act. Even though Bill C45 (the fall 2012 omnibus
budget bill) eviscerated the Navigable Waters Protection Act,
removing over 98% of Canada’s internal waters, the Peace River
remained one of the very few still listed. The first round of permits
were issued by the previous government in the midst of the
election campaign, in the last two weeks of September 2015.
This was shocking for two reasons. Firstly, governments in

election campaigns are supposed to be restricted to caretaking
activities. Permitting a monstrous mega-dam was more than
caretaking. Secondly, the federal-provincial environmental
review, conducted under the pre-C-38 legitimate process, had
been highly critical of the project. It had called for the BC Public
Utilities Commission to study the demand forecasts and assess
the economic viability of the project. It had found significant
environmental damage would occur and that Treaty 8 rights
would be permanently violated.
The previous federal government met secretly in cabinet.

Without regard to the evidence before them, the Harper Cabinet
approved the project, finding its economic advantages
outweighed the abuse of the environment and First Nations
rights. Whatever advice the federal civil service provided the
previous Cabinet is not only secret to the public, it was also not
available to the new Cabinet of Justin Trudeau. 

The efforts to ensure that the new government fully
appreciated the imperative to revisit the previous government’s
decision were significant. Harry Swain, respected former deputy
minister in the federal government and chair of the federal-
provincial review panel, went public with his concerns. The
Royal Society of Canada, Canada’s leading national scientific
academy, wrote directly to the prime minister to urge that the
new government live up to its commitment to make decisions
based on evidence. Hundreds of scientists reached out directly
to the new Liberal government to state clearly that there was not
a scientific, evidence-based foundation for a decision to issue
permits.
Three major commitments of Justin Trudeau’s letters of

mandate are now violated—the commitment to listen to science,
to evidence-based decision making and to a respectful nation to
nation relationship with indigenous peoples. 
Two questions remain: How did this happen? How do we

stop Site C now?
How did it happen? I am devastated that the new

government is perpetuating an outrageous decision of the
Harper Cabinet. They have made an enormous error. The error
was in characterizing giving permits to allow the dam to be built
as a mere technicality based on the fact the Harper Cabinet had
approved the dam. This was a new decision. This is now the
Liberal government’s decision. And even though Justin Trudeau
has returned to Cabinet government, this will not be understood
as the independent decisions of Dominic LeBlanc and Marc
Garneau. As much as I do believe Trudeau was sincere in his
promise, this will be seen as Justin Trudeau personally making
a mockery of his commitment to First Nations rights. As Grand
Chief Stewart Philip said, ‘It is a complete betrayal.’ Intentional
or unintentional—it is a betrayal.
And we must stop the destruction of the Peace. We must stop

Site C. We must, as British Columbians, deny our Premier’s
desire to get a bad, economically and environmentally
disastrous mega-project past ‘the point of no return’.
Treaty 8 First Nations are in court next month. It is now a

race between justice and the bulldozers. Help fight Site C by
donating to raventrust.com to support Treaty 8 in its court case.
And let our new federal government know how wrong they were
to issue those permits. 0

Reprint from Volume 28 Number 16                                                           August 11, 2016
Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
‘This article was published (August 11, 2016) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing 

on the Canadian Gulf Islands, on Vancouver Island and, via the internet, worldwide.’
Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 1-250-216-2267 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com
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