
The hopes of environmentalists were quashed in
September when Catherine McKenna, the federal
Minister of the Environment and Climate Change,

announced that the Liberal government will be sticking with
Harper’s climate targets. 

Originally, the Liberals, and McKenna herself, termed those
targets as ‘unambitious’ and ‘the floor, not the ceiling’. The
Liberals spent years opposing the Conservative targets. Now,
however, they’ve adopted them.

The Targets
The former Conservative government adopted
a greenhouse gas reduction target of 17% from
2005 levels by 2020 and 30% by 2030.
Meanwhile, the US’s target is 26-28%
reductions over 2005 levels by 2025, and the
EU’s target is to reduce GHG emissions by at
least 40% below 1990 levels by 2030—note the
different baseline years. 

The Climate Action Tracker, an independent
analysis of global climate action, has rated Canada’s target as
‘inadequate’, while the US is on the low end of the ‘medium’ scale,
and the EU nears the top of the ‘medium’ rating. According to
the tracker, Canada’s target ‘is not consistent with various
interpretations of an equitable approach to reach a 2°C pathway.’

Green Party Leader Elizabeth May agrees with the Climate
Action Tracker. ‘This news is nothing short of a disaster for the
climate,’ May said. ‘Minister McKenna always said the Harper-
era target for greenhouse gas emissions—among the weakest in
the industrialized world—would be ‘the floor,’ and Prime
Minister Trudeau claimed we would ‘meet or exceed’ those
previous targets.

‘It is clear that the Harper target is incompatible with the
Paris Agreement,’ she continued. ‘Yet today, Minister McKenna
abandoned any real commitment to avoid 1.5ºC or even 2ºC,
even though her leadership in Paris helped get the treaty to
embrace this necessary long-term goal.’

According to McKenna’s spokeswoman, ‘Canada has a target
right now. It’s already going to be, quite frankly, very challenging
to meet that target.’

Targets vs Policies
Climate Action Tracker, which is a consortium
made up of four groups—the Climate Analytics,
Ecofys, NewClimate Institute and Potsdam
Institute for Climate Impact Research—also
does not believe that, under current policies,
Canada will reach even its ‘inadequate’ target.
It projects that Canada’s emissions will actually

rise by 1% over 2005 levels by 2020 and 8% by
2030. Relative to 1990 levels, this is a 26% increase

by 2020 and a 35% increase by 2030.
Ratifying the Paris Agreement

The federal Liberal government will also be ratifying the Paris
Agreement this fall, with or without a deal with the provinces
and territories on how to meet the targets, according to the
Canadian Press. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau will be meeting with
premiers at some point this fall to discuss a climate plan that
has been in the works between the provinces and the federal
government for months. However, these meetings will most
likely take place after Canadian representatives attend a UN
Climate conference in Morocco from November 7-18. Trudeau
is expected to have ratified the Paris Agreement by then. 0
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‘…Canada’s
emissions will actually
rise by 1% over 2005 levels
by 2020 and 8% by 2030.

Relative to 1990 levels, this is
a 26% increase by 2020
and a 35% increase by

2030.’


