
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has announced a national
carbon pricing plan that will set a ‘floor price’ of $10 per
tonne in 2018 and rise a further $10 each year until it

reaches $50 in 2022.
The new plan requires provinces to come up with an

equivalent carbon pricing plan by 2018 or have one imposed on
them by the federal government. Each province will be able to
choose their own method of pricing—cap-and-trade or a carbon
tax—and all revenues generated from the tax in a province will
also stay in that province.

Support and Opposition
A majority of the public support carbon pricing, according to a
Nanos Research poll of 1,000 Canadians. Fifty-nine percent of
respondents were found to support or somewhat support
putting a price on carbon emissions. Sixty-two percent
supported or somewhat supported the idea of setting a
minimum national carbon price. Seventy percent of
respondents also believe that climate change is a significant
threat to Canada’s economic future.

‘The public is sending a clear signal: They’re tired of bickering
among politicians,’ said Merran Smith, executive director of
Clean Energy Canada, which requested the public support
survey. ‘Canadians want to see provinces do their part, but they
also want the federal government to pick up the slack if the
provinces don’t deliver the necessary results.’

However, Canada’s politicians haven’t yet stopped
‘bickering’, as Smith phrases it—agreement is far from reached
among Canada’s premiers as to the carbon tax. Alberta’s
premier Rachel Notley has said that her province will not
support the pricing scheme unless Alberta is granted approval
for a pipeline to tidewater. 

Saskatchewan’s premier Brad Wall has been a vocal
opponent to the tax, calling it a ‘betrayal’ to the provinces and
saying that ‘The level of disrespect shown by the prime minister
and his government... is stunning.’

Wall is worried that the carbon pricing will have a negative
effect on the many residents of Saskatchewan that rely on fossil
fuels—his government has estimated that the tax will cost the
average family in his province around $1,250 a year. Wall
attributes this in part to the belief that oil and gas companies in

the province will simply move south of the border to avoid the
new tax. 

Trudeau’s carbon pricing announcement was made at the
same time as environmental ministers met to discuss climate
change. In protest to the announcement, three provincial
environmental ministers walked out of the meeting—the
ministers from Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland.

Too Little, Too Late?
There are those who believe that the tax is simply not enough.
Elizabeth May, leader of the Green Party, said she was ‘very
disappointed’ with the starting point of $10 a tonne. BC’s carbon
tax is already $30 a tonne, which means the province would not
need to increase their tax until 2021. 

Environmental organizations such as the Wilderness
Committee are saying that the announced carbon tax is ‘too
little, too late’. 

‘Once again our leaders have put off climate action,’ said
Peter McCartney, climate campaigner for the Wilderness
Committee. ‘Most of Canada already lives with an existing or
imminent carbon price so this really doesn’t change much. It
would have to be over $200 to be effective.’

McCartney is referencing a recent report by climate policy
analyst Mark Jaccard which was titled ‘Is win-win possible? Can
Canada’s government achieve its Paris Commitment... and get
re-elected?’

Jaccard’s title has a fair point. According to his calculations,
in order to meet Canada’s Paris commitment relying primarily
on emissions pricing, Canada would have to have a carbon price
of $200 per tonne by 2030 at the latest—a proposal that Premier
Brad Wall, and the many Canadians who rely on the fossil fuel
industry, would probably not support.

While some environmentalists are critiquing the tax for being
too low, too late, and those Canadians who rely on oil and gas
are finding it too high, too soon, others are simply happy that
the federal government is beginning to move towards meeting
their Paris commitments, however slowly. 

‘Today’s announcement is such an important milestone,’ said
Matt Horne, BC associate director of the Pembina Institute. ‘It will
help the country’s environment and economy as we compete for
the rapidly growing global demand for clean energy.’ 0
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