
Legal notices often appear in Island Tides, and are usually
submitted by folks wishing to install a new dock on their
waterfront property. A notice in the April 5 edition was
different; it was an application for an Investigative License
for an Ocean Power Project at Porlier Passage, between
Valdez Island and Galiano Island.  

Western Tidal Holdings Ltd currently has several
applications in for investigative licences for data collection in
coastal BC waters. If the licences are granted, the sites, which
were chosen for their strong tides and proximity to BC
Hydro electrical grid connections, will be studied for their
suitability for tidal power installations. The four areas under
consideration are: Porlier Passage, Masset Sound in the
Queen Charlotte District, Plumper Passage near Oak Bay in
Victoria, and Dodd Narrrows between Mudge and
Vancouver Islands. 

Western Tidal President Tony Irwin says the
investigations would be non-intrusive, mainly involving
equipment towed behind boats to create detailed
geographical layouts of the channel bottoms. Another
monitoring tool, ‘Flowmeters’, which are smaller than a
refrigerator, would sit on the ocean bottom for several
months to measure the currents in the channel. 

Western Tidal cannot say whether any of these projects
will go forward until proper consultation with First Nations

has taken place. ‘We are dedicated to meeting our First
Nation obligations and want to develop a working
relationship,’ stated Irwin. 

The need to meet BC’s future energy needs, and concerns
about climate change, make new generation choices
pressing. ‘We’ve got to do something,’ says Irwin. ‘I think
this is one of the best ways of moving forward. Done
properly, it will have low impact.’ And he believes his
company is doing it properly. A major factor in these
developments is that technology has finally progressed
enough to make tidal power affordable and practical. Irwin
says BC has over 3,000 MW of potential tidal power, and
about 10-15% of that is currently developable. It could be
particularly beneficial for northern communities that presently
rely on diesel generators.

While there is no official requirement for Western Tidal
to engage with the local community, they are doing so
anyway.  The company is planning a community
information session, likely on Galiano, regarding the Porlier
Passage investigation. Comments on this particular
application are being accepted at the Ministry of Forests,
Lands, and Natural Resource Operations’ Nanaimo Office
until May 14. Irwin also welcomes direct questions via the
new website: www.westerntidal.com. ‘We are trying to run
an open and inclusive process,’ says Irwin. 0
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