
With the costs of renewable energy still high enough to
discourage many from investing in it, a non-profit organization,
GabEnergy, has decided that it is time to step up to the plate and
help their island become more sustainable. Their goal is to
source, sell and supply solar panels at the lowest possible cost,
so that residents of Gabriola Island will be encouraged to come
together into a greener future. 

The organization is fairly new— it was only six months ago
that the group decided it was time to increase the renewable
energy on their island—but it has already come far. Along with
the beginnings of a plan to install a ten kilowatt solar array at
the Gabriola Commons, GabEnergy is in the process of
becoming a co-operative. Members will be able to buy shares,
helping to fund a solar farm in their neighbourhood, in turn
benefiting from the renewable energy that it will produce. Solar
arrays feed power back into the grid-system so that the
community as a whole feels the positive impact.

‘We need to get people off of their addictions to fossil fuels,’
says Michael Mehta, an environmental social scientist and co-
director of GabEnergy. Mehta’s own house is powered by solar
technology and he is working to help neighbours and
community members  introduce green energy into their lives.
‘Five [systems] are being installed as we speak,’ he told Island
Tides.

Many people are skeptical of the power that solar energy can
generate on our rainy west coast. The Gabriola area receives
around 2,000 hours of sunlight a year, if a solar array was
installed on every fifth or sixth house on the island, Mehta says,
enough electricity would be generated to supply the community
with all of its energy needs during the daytime.

So what of the costs? GabEnergy has built a relationship with
a solar supplier in Ontario and now feels confident in being able
to supply the green technology at the lowest possible price. A
recent partnership with Bullfrog Power, one of Canada’s leading
renewable energy providers, has also provided financial backing
to the project. Shares in the newly forming co-operative are
estimated at $500, the price of one panel and the technology to
run it. 

With so much success already coming their way, GabEnergy
is planning for the future. They are currently trying to find the
land—or the rooftops—for a solar farm and are investigating
other means of generating green energy. ‘Solar is the low-
hanging fruit,’ Mehta says. The company is looking ahead,
towards the possibilities of wind and tidal energy. 

As well as being climate-friendly, solar technology is a way of
bringing energy sources closer to home. On Gabriola, it’s about
community power. GabEnergy hopes to harness that power in
a way that is clean and affordable to everyone. 
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Renewable energy on Gabriola Island - Natalie Dunsmuir



To learn more, visit www.gabenergy.com 0
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