
BC’s net metering program works to connect renewable energy
producers to the grid. Smart meters play a key role in the
transactions, as they monitor inflow and outflow of energy so
that BCHydro can bill and give credit accurately. 

The net metering program has been in place since June 1,
2012. It allows BCHydro customers who generate power above
their consumption to feed it back into the grid. This also means
that when customers do not produce enough energy for their
own use, they can supplemement their renewable energy with
power from the grid at the usual rate. Participating customers
must be connected to the grid by an inverter.

At the end of each month, net metering customers receive a
record on their account for any power that they have produced
but not used. This credit can be put towards buying power in
later months. However, at the end of 12 months, BCHydro
removes credit by paying out the net amount of the extra power
fed to the grid at a rate of 9.99¢ per kilowatt hour (kWh). The

annual cycle, rather than a shorter cycle, allows for summers to
offset winters.

In order for a power generation system to be eligble for the
net metering program, it must meet several requirments. Firstly,
it must ‘utilize biogas, biomass, geothermal heat, hydro, solar,
ocean, wind or other energy resources or technologies defined
as ‘clean or renewable resource’ in the Clean Energy Act to
generate electricity, this includes fuel cells and energy recovery
generation’. Secondly, it must ‘be owned by and located on the
premises of a residential or commercial customer.’ 

Until July 25 this year, the energy system had to have a
‘nameplate capacity’ of 50 kilowatts or less. Now, the BC Utilities
Commisson has approved a BCHydro’s application to increase
the capacity of the generating  system to 100 kilowatts, allowing
customers with bigger systems to become involved in the net
metering program. 

For more information go to www.bchydro.com. 0
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