
Remember Bella Bella, where a peaceful demonstration caused the
Joint Review Panel to cancel the day’s proceedings? 
The final Public Hearings on the proposed Northern Gateway

bitumen pipeline were neither public nor hearings. Instead, the ten-
minute oral presentations by registered individuals will be,
according to Sheila Leggett, Chair of the Joint Review Panel, ‘orderly
and respectful’ and will keep the general public out of sight, thanks
to modern technology.
The hearings, held in Victoria January 4, 5, and 7–11, and in

Vancouver from January 14–18 and January 30–February 1, are
held in venues that will secure entry to registered presenters,
together with one guest observer for each presenter. Members of
the public may watch the proceedings via a video feed to a room in
a hotel some distance away, and audio on the internet.
At the first day’s proceedings, order and respect at the Delta

Victoria Ocean Pointe Hotel & Spa were ensured by a contingent of
uniformed Victoria police officers (their overtime paid for, we are
assured, by the federal government). They admitted pre-registered
presenters, with one guest each, and the press. 
Recently elected MP, Murray Rankin, who was not registered,

was directed, along with the remainder of the unregistered public,
to a video room in the Ramada Victoria Hotel. 
In Vancouver, the first round of hearings were held at the Westin

Bayshore, with the unregistered audience accommodated at the
Sheraton Vancouver Wall Centre. The location for the late January
hearings is so far unidentified.

The Panel justifies the seclusion of the oral statement procedures
as ‘a process that will allow for listening to oral statements without
potential distractions’. The separation from the viewing public is
described as a ‘fair, transparent process’.
Not satisfied with the exclusion of the public from the hearings,

the Panel has set out firm disciplinary procedures for those
presenters scheduled to speak at the Victoria and Vancouver
hearings. First, to set the tone, ‘An oral statement is an opportunity
for registered participants to provide their personal knowledge,
views and concerns regarding the Project to the Panel in their own
words during the community hearings.’ Clearly, public reaction is
not considered part of the spectrum of public comment.
For participants, instructions also say you have ten minutes, you

must have been registered by October 6, 2011 (over a year ago),
nobody else can speak for you, visual aids are discouraged, you will
be checked in when you arrive by a member of the Panel Secretariat
(bring photo ID), you will be ‘sworn in’ on a Bible (if you want to use
something other than a Bible please bring it with you), there will be
no questions after your presentation, and you are expected to
conduct yourself with ‘appropriate decorum and respect’—
everything is covered. 
Some public hearing: the public is a ‘distraction’ and may only

hear from another location. 0

A live audio broadcast, in English only, is  available on the NEB
Panel’s website (a direct link is available at
http://www.meetview.com/neb/index.php?enter). 
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