
Kinder Morgan hosted their last stop in a series of ‘public
information’ sessions at the Lions Hall on Salt Spring Island on
Saturday, January 12.

At the Lions Hall, a dozen-or-so professional presenters set
up information panels describing various aspects of the
proposed Trans Mountain pipeline expansion between Alberta’s
tar sands and the Kinder Morgan tanker port in Burnaby.

Meanwhile, a happy group of about 50 Salt Springers were
busy at the park, making placards and rehearsing with the
Raging Grannies. This colourful collective then walked the short
distance up the hill to the Lions Hall.  

Kinder Morgan’s displays had information about the scope
and timing of the pipeline proposal, but offered little more;
many of the locals in the room had hard questions about the
ecological implications of the expansion proposal.

Increasing the flow of diluted bitumen (dilbit) from 300,000
barrels per day to 890,000 barrels per day would mean an
increase in tanker traffic from the current five tankers per month
to about 34 tankers per month.

The presenters, wearing green fleece pullovers, were not
prepared to discuss the risks inherent in a tanker-load of very
toxic oil passing daily within 15 kilometres of Salt Spring Island,
nor were they prepared to discuss the liability of Kinder Morgan
in the event of a spill.

They were not prepared to discuss the impact of a spill on
coastal communities, or the reality that cleaning up after a dilbit
spill is essentially impossible, and that the industry standard for
recovering spilled crude oil is at best 10-15%.

They weren’t here to talk about the inevitable acceleration of
climate change that will result from the mining, transportation,
refining, and eventual burning of the dirtiest oil in the world. So,
Salt Springers had to tell them.

When it became obvious that the ‘information’ they were
willing to provide ignored or side-stepped many of the
considerations in a project of this magnitude, and focused solely
on the ‘benefits’ of the pipeline, the crowd grew restless.

Several speakers, notably Briony Penn and Michael Byers,
challenged the Kinder Morgan folks to provide some substantive
answers to the issues raised, instead of the scripted responses
they were paid to deliver.

We may see a second event on Salt Spring as a result. The
Kinder Morgan PR team offered to sponsor another meeting
where topics like risk, pollution, liability, response systems, and
the global impact of hydrocarbons could be discussed.

Maybe next time they’ll be ready for Salt Spring.

Kinder Morgan, based in Houston, Texas is an American
energy company that operates pipelines and energy storage
facilities. Richard Kinder is the chairman and CEO of Kinder
Morgan. His personal fortune is reported to exceed $9 billion.
Kinder spent 16 years in senior management positions at
Enron Corporation, serving as President and COO from 1990
to 1996. After years of systematic accounting fraud, Enron
collapsed and declared bankruptcy in 2001, causing over $60
billion in investor losses. 0
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