
Port Metro Vancouver is expanding to increase exports of coal
and oil; there will be more large ships, more long and dirty coal
trains, and maybe a new bitumen pipeline. But there is scant
consideration of input from the community and the public,
because Port Metro Vancouver is a federal Crown Corporation,
accountable only to the federal Minister of Transport.
More marine traffic will travel past the Gulf Islands, through

Boundary Pass, down Haro Strait, past Victoria, and out to sea
through the Strait of Juan de Fuca, posing an increased risk of
accidents and pollution.
On land, coal exports from Canadian and US mines arrive

by rail, at both Neptune Terminals on Vancouver’s North Shore
(expansion now approved—10 trains per day across the Second
Narrows railway bridge) and Westshore Terminals (just north
of the Tsawwassen ferry terminal, and the scene of a serious
collision last December between the bulk carrier Cape Apricot
and Westshore’s conveyor system). 
The latest proposal would see coal trains unloaded onto

barges at the Fraser Surrey Docks; barges would then travel to
Texada Island, where the coal would be unloaded onto ships for
export.
Meanwhile, Kinder Morgan plans to triple capacity of its

Trans Mountain pipeline which terminates at Westridge
Terminal, also located within Port Metro Vancouver. This would
increase oil tanker traffic through First and Second Narrows
from one each way per week, to one each way every day. These
transits require Second Narrows railway bridge to be raised, and
all other marine traffic to be halted. 
In addition to these planned expansions, Port Metro

Vancouver has also indicated its need for more farmland in
Delta for future development of rail, container and warehousing
facilities.

No Local Approvals Required
All these developments can be carried out without the approval
of the local governments that they impact. Port Metro
Vancouver (PMV) is the ‘brand name’ of the Vancouver Fraser
Port Authority, which has complete control of some 640km of
shoreline, including all of Burrard Inlet, the Fraser River up as
far as Pitt Lake, and the Delta and Richmond waterfronts; 1,000
hectares of land, and 16,000 hectares of water. 

It is a federal Crown Corporation, established under the
Canada Marine Act. Its letters patent under the Actdescribe it
as ‘an autonomous legal entity’ … to ‘manage federal real
property and related port activities.’
However, the Canada Marine Actsays that Port Authorities

must, among other responsibilities: provide for a high level of
safety and environmental protection; be responsible to local
needs and priorities; and take into account input from users and
the community in which a port or harbour is located.
But PMV’s first mandate, from the federal government, is to

facilitate trade.
Communications Botched

All these port expansion proposals have met with public
concern. Nevertheless, it appears that PMV’s invitation for
public comment prior to the approval of the Neptune Terminal
proposal was badly managed.
PMV says it has sent out 3,200 letters to residents and

businesses close to the new facilities, and invited written input
from the public. But PMV limits its responsibility to providing
and operating the port; it won’t take responsibility for decisions
on what is to be shipped, or what its customers use it for. If you
don’t like the idea of shipping coal or oil, they say, take it up with
the federal government.

‘Form Letter’ Fiasco
Of some 1,000 letters received, PMV said 375 supported the
project, and 640 opposed it. PMV discounted the volume of
opposing letters, saying that the ‘vast majority’ were ‘form
letters’. 
Well, yes. Voters Taking Action on Climate Change (VTACC),

a concerned citizen group, examined the letters, and confirmed
that 378 of the letters in opposition were ‘form letters’, of five
different types. But VTACC also noted that 360 of the
‘supporting’ letters were identical ‘form letters’, all sent on the
same day.
PMV is now asking for help. On February 12, it posted a

Request for Proposals on its website, seeking communications
and advertising assistance ‘to develop and implement a
communications program that will increase awareness and
understanding of the port and its role in facilitating Canada’s
trade, primarily amongst residents of its bordering communities
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in the Lower Mainland.’
Municipalities Concerned

Municipal governments have expressed their concern. Early last
May, Vancouver City Council passed Mayor Gregor Robertson’s
motion that would require oil tanker and pipeline operators to
indemnify the City in the event of a spill. The Mayor noted the
federal government’s March 29, 2012 announcement of the
closure of BC’s command centre for oil spill emergencies. He
also wrote to Prime Minister Harper expressing the City’s
opposition to any increase in tanker traffic.
A December 3, 2012 letter from Mayor Robertson to PMV

asked for community consultation about expansions to coal
exports. He was publicly supported by David Suzuki, and David
Boyd, Co-Chair of Vancouver’s Greenest City Action Team. Boyd
not only raised the issue of coal dust from trains traveling
through the region, but also the contribution made by the
burning of the coal (wherever it might take place) to greenhouse
gases and climate change. 
Later in December, Vancouver Green Party Councillor

Adriane Carr moved that PMV ‘Must Adequately Consult on
Coal Export Proposals’. The motion was carried.
The municipalities that surround the Port of Vancouver have

expressed their concerns about the expansion of the port, its
hunger for land for new container facilities, and the impact of the
highways built by the Province specifically to serve its truck
traffic. Delta Mayor Lois Jackson and Delta councillors, local
Health Authorities, and New Westminster Councillor Bill
Harper also expressed concern about the Fraser Surrey Docks
coal shipping proposal. Some residents of Texada Island have
also commented. 
But John Winter, President of the BC Chamber of

Commerce, dismissed their concerns. Local governments
should ‘stick to their knitting,’ he said. ‘It’s a national port.’ 

Running for the Board
PMV’s Board of Directors has 11 part-time members, seven of
which are appointed by the federal cabinet on the advice of a

Nominating Committee. The committee is ‘representative of
certain classes of users of the port’, but its members are not
members of the board.
The remaining four members are nominated by the federal

Minister, the Province of BC, the Prairie Provinces, and the
Municipalities. 
Directors meet six times a year. According to PMV’s ‘Director

Recruitment Briefing’, the Directors, as a group, are expected to
have skills and experience in senior management, planning and
strategy, financial analysis, management of major capital
projects, and the maritime industries. 
At present, PMV is seeking to fill two directorship vacancies.

The directorship to be nominated by the Province of BC is
currently vacant; a position representing ‘port users’ becomes
vacant in May. 
Nominations closed on Monday, February 18, and Kevin

Washbrook, a Director of VTACC, has put his name forward.
Washbrook has been a critic of PMV and is involved in ‘Bridge
to a Cool Planet’ and the Village Vancouver Transition Society.
It is not known who else has been nominated.
Washbrook says, ‘I think there is value in bringing a different

perspective to the Port Authority Board, because an
organization with such influence over our future should be
about much more than simply facilitating trade in products like
coal. The Port Authority needs to be publicly accountable …
There are no seats representative of environmental concerns,
or health concerns.’
He continues, ‘The nominating committee and the Minister

of Transport may not agree that it is time for change at the Port
Authority. Right now public pressure and an appeal to fairness
are our best tools for making the port more publicly accountable
and representative of our concerns. I think running for the
board on a platform of change is a timely way to highlight this
demand. If you agree, let’s send them a message.’ 0
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