
Following two leaks, on June 12 and 24, in Kinder Morgan’s
Trans Mountain pipeline, the National Energy Board ordered,
on August 1, a 20% reduction in the maximum operating
pressure of the line. This restriction will not be lifted without the
NEB’s formal approval.

The NEB order noted that, following the detection of the
leaks, Kinder Morgan had reduced the pressure in the line and
implemented ‘ground patrols’ in addition to its normal air
surveillance of the pipeline.

Before allowing the 60-year-old pipeline to return to its
original maximum operating pressure, the NEB requires that
Kinder Morgan provide an engineering assessment indicating
that it was fit for operation at the higher pressure.

Aboriginal Concerns Must Be Satisfied
The NEB order also noted that concerns had been raised by
aboriginal communities about the operation of and repairs to

the pipeline, and required that Kinder Morgan consult with
these communities and ‘address’ these concerns before the NEB
would grant permission to return the pipeline to its original
operating pressure.

The NEB indicated that it would expect ‘monitoring
procedures for the protection of aboriginal heritage and
traditional resources’ during repairs and continued operation
of the pipeline.

The Kamloops Indian Band has also expressed concerns
about the legal status of the pipeline on its reserves. It appears
that during the various transfers of ownership of the pipeline
(BC Gas, Terasen, FortisBC, and Kinder Morgan), no equivalent
transfers were made of the easement indentures covering the
pipeline. Chief Shane Gottfriedson expressed the need for safety
standards, monitoring, and enforcement to be built into new
permits. Without these, he suggested, the pipeline should be
removed from reserve lands. 0
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