
British Columbia government representatives attending a Fort
Nelson conference on Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) were asked
to leave by the host Fort Nelson First Nation on Wednesday
afternoon, April 16. The First Nation had just learned of a change
to the Reviewable Projects Regulation which would exempt new
gas installations from environmental review. (‘Destination
resorts’,  like the Jumbo Glacier municipality, were also included
in the exemption.). According to the Globe & Mail, the decision
had been made by BC Cabinet weeks earlier but had not been
announced.
This regulatory change was critically

damaging to relations between First
Nations and the provincial government.
Environmental reviews would normally be
carried out by BC’s Oil and Gas
Commission. It is estimated that the
change would have exempted nearly all
fracking and processing installations. 
Without formal Oil & Gas Commission

environmental reviews, the First Nation
would lose its major tool in planning and
controlling natural gas development in its
territory.
Drumming the government

representatives out of the conference was intended by Sharleen
Gale, Fort Nelson First Nation Chief, as a clear signal that the
trust had been broken.
The Fort Nelson First Nation has undertaken extensive land

use planning for its claimed territory, which is about half of Treaty
8 lands in BC; a large part of Northeast BC which contains three
of BC’s most productive shale gas fields. 
The First Nation has also negotiated a detailed Oil and Gas

Consultation Agreement with the Province. This Agreement,
signed in June, 2012, relies on active co-operation with the Oil &
Gas Commission in dealing with applications for new oil and gas
facilities in the area surrounding Fort Nelson, some 25% of the
claimed territory. This area is a key source of the gas that would
be piped to proposed new LNG facilities on the coast.
The Province’s Wednesday morning announcement of the

exemption for gas installations threw that entire agreement into
question; obviously no consultation on this regulatory change had
taken place. The 2012 agreement speaks of ‘The Honour of the

Crown’; it was clear that that honour has been severely damaged
by the Province. ‘In a stunningly stupid move, the province has
effectively declared war on all BC First Nations and jeopardized
all LNG discussions throughout the entire province of BC,’
commented Chief Stewart Phillip of the Union of BC Indian
Chiefs.
At the conference, holding her symbolic eagle feather over her

head, Fort Nelson First Nation Chief Sharleen Gale asked
government representatives to leave the room. They did, quietly,

accompanied from the stage by
drumming and singing what Chief Gale
explained later was ‘an honour song’—to
be ‘respectful’, she said.
Following the drumming out of the

government, BC Minister of the
Environment Mary Polak promptly
withdrew the new regulations and
apologized. But Chief Gale was not
satisfied, and has asked for a ‘Chief to
Chief’ meeting with BC’s Premier, Christy
Clark. Her message, she remarked, ‘was
not getting to the top’.
The Fort Nelson First Nation has

been at the forefront of discussions with
the government to establish an important co-operative First
Nations role in land use planning for BC. Chief Gale had
convened the First Nation Shale Gas/LNG Summit to bring
together some 300 First Nations leaders, government
representatives, natural gas industry proponents, and leading
energy thought leaders. The agenda was designed to encourage
information sharing, and discussion of risks, and opportunities.
The theme of the conference was ‘Striking the Balance’—that

is, the ‘balance’ between shale gas development and the
environment. It took place against the background of increased
concerns about increased greenhouse gas emissions from
methane leaks at wellheads.  0

Reprint from Volume 26 Number 8 May 1, 2014
Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
‘This article was published (May 1, 2014) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing 

on the Canadian Gulf Islands, on Vancouver Island and, via the internet, worldwide.’
Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 1-250-216-2267 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com

First Nation draws the lineFirst Nation draws the line

The Northeast - LNG Territory


