
Kinder Morgan wants to triple its Trans Mountain oil pipeline
system’s capacity and increase annual Aframax oil tanker
transits across the Salish Sea—including through Vancouver’s
Burrard Inlet and English Bay—by 580%!

By now, many of us are aware of Kinder Morgan’s view of an
oil spill—think of it as a business opportunity and its not so
bad—‘Spill response and clean-up creates business and
employment opportunities for affected communities, regions,
and clean-up service providers…’ The net overall effect? That’s
up to us. It depends on ‘the willingness of local businesses and
residents to pursue response opportunities…’! 

This wisdom was extracted from the depths of
Kinder Morgan’s 15,000 page National Energy
Board Application. 

Well…there are more Kinder surprises
in the company’s Application.

Kinder Morgan believes its project
‘will not have a significant adverse effect
on any biophysical…element except the
potential effect of sensory disturbance on
southern resident killer whales that use the
shipping lanes…’.

Kinder Morgan may not be aware but
southern resident killer whales have been in existence
for about 11 million years. Mechanized ships through BC’s
coastal waters; not even 150 years and oil tankers only since the
1930s. Shipping lanes did not exist before ships relied on them. 

Is it not possible that rather than resident killer whales using
the shipping lanes, oil tankers are using the migratory paths of
the killer whales? 

Initially it’s a bit amusing. Those pesky killer whales getting
in the way of oil tanker shipping routes. However the gravity of
Kinder Morgan’s arrogance becomes chilling when we look
below the surface.
Southern resident killer whales are a particular population of
Orcas also known as the ‘J’ Clan. They are endangered under
the Species at Risk Act. The Act defines an endangered species
as a ‘wildlife species that is facing imminent extirpation or
extinction’ and its ‘critical habitat’—the habitat necessary for its

recovery or survival—must be protected. In fact, the preamble to
the Act describes the preservation of the habitat of species at risk
as being ‘key to their conservation’.

The four risks to Orcas’ habitat are reductions in the
availability of salmon, environmental contamination—even
without an oil spill—and physical and acoustic disturbance.

‘J’ Clan (J-K-& L-Pods)
There are only about 82 J-Clan members left. They travel in
three pods and rely primarily on salmon as their food source.
Their critical habitat already has an oil tanker superhighway
running through it. 

Kinder Morgan’s Westridge marine facility currently handles
about 60 oil tankers a year. The company plans to construct

three new berths to allow up to 816 Aframax transits a
year across the Salish Sea—more than two a day. Noise
from ships are known to cause sensory disturbances
for whales who rely on their heightened sonar to
communicate and forage for food. The Orca’s ability
to rely on their sensory system is critical to their
survival.
More than sensory disruptions, ship strikes and

propeller cuts are constant threats wounding and even
killing whales. Kinder Morgan suggests whales need to be

more careful. The ‘probability of a strike… depends in part on the
success or failure of any avoidance measure by either the marine
mammal or vessel.’

Once a species is endangered the Federal government is
supposed to protect its critical habitat. The Government of
Canada has been slow to get with the program. Orcas were
identified as endangered when the Species at Risk Actcame into
force in June 2004. It wasn’t until March 2008 that the
Department of Fisheries finally tabled a recovery strategy and
identified the Orca’s critical habitat as, pretty much, the Salish
Sea. Ways and means to protect Orcas and bring about the
species’ recovery were to have been set in motion.

Then the backtracking began. DFO tried to make protection
a matter of Ministerial discretion—read optional and responsive
to commercial interests. Ecojustice, on behalf of a number of
environmental groups, took the Minister of Fisheries and

Reprint from Volume 26 Number 10 May 29, 2014
Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
‘This article was published (May 29, 2014) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing 

on the Canadian Gulf Islands, on Vancouver Island and, via the internet, worldwide.’
Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 1-250-216-2267 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com

Kinder Morgan: whales are in the way!
Robyn Allan

‘Is it not possible

that rather than resident

killer whales using the shipping

lanes, oil tankers are using the

migratory paths of the killer

whales? ’



Oceans and the Minister of the Environment to court. In 2010
Ecojustice won; DFO appealed. In 2012 Ecojustice won again.
The Minister was ordered to stop breaking the law and start
getting those Orcas protection according to the Species at Risk
Act. We should be seeing less marine vessel traffic, but all signs
point to more. 

Kinder Morgan behaves like a bully. After acknowledging
their project has a ‘high magnitude, high probability and
significant adverse effect’ on Orcas, the company justifies its
right to contribute to their extinction because everyone is doing
it. Kinder Morgan says, ‘With or without the Project, the
southern resident killer whale population continues to be
adversely affected by sensory disturbance caused by all types of
marine vessel traffic.’

Kinder Morgan assures us that ‘Port Metro Vancouver is
developing a collaborative multi-stakeholder program to look
at the current levels of underwater noise in the Strait of Georgia
and surrounding waters and to consider options for reducing
potential cumulative environmental effects of noise from marine
vessel traffic on marine mammals. Trans Mountain is strongly
supportive…’

This is the same Port Metro Vancouver that is not only in
favour of Kinder Morgan’s expansion but is in favour of dredging
Burrard Inlet so even larger Suezmax tankers can call at
Westridge. If Kinder Morgan is strongly supportive of reducing
potential cumulative environmental effects from marine vessel
traffic on marine mammals you’d never know it. They’ve done
nothing since 2008 when DFO tabled their recovery strategy.
That report is clear that the migratory paths of killer whales are
adversely affected from the ongoing volume of marine vessels,
including oil tankers calling at Westridge.

It seems benign when words, phrases and names like
‘biophysical’, ‘sensory disturbance’ and ‘southern resident killer
whales’ are used. What Kinder Morgan means—and should
have the guts to say—is that the oil tankers needed for Trans
Mountain’s expansion will significantly contribute to the
extinction of Orcas in the Salish Sea.

Robyn Allan is an economist and former CEO of the Insurance
Corporation of British Columbia. She is an Intervenor in the
public interest at the National Energy Board review of the
Trans Mountain Expansion Project. 0
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