
On November 14, the
Supreme Court of
British Columbia

granted Kinder Morgan an
injunction against pipeline
protestors camping on Burnaby
Mountain, giving the activists
until 4pm November 17 to pack
up their camps and blockades. In
response, hundreds rallied on the
mountain on November 17,
singing songs, making speeches,
and demonstrating their right to
have a voice.

Protestors are attempting to
stop Kinder Morgan crews from
conducting survey work in the
Burnaby Mountain Conservation
Area for the proposed $5.8
billion oil pipeline. Kinder
Morgan hopes to find a feasible
way to drill a pipeline tunnel through Burnaby Mountain.
Activists are saying no.

Associate Chief Justice Austin Cullen wrote in his judgement
that ‘There is no doubt that the plaintiff has the express lawful
authority to access those parts of the land from which its
representatives have been impeded and to conduct activities in
respect of which its representatives have been prevented.

‘A court could conclude that the torts of assault and
intimidation are made out, given the misuse of the bullhorns,
when coupled with the aggressive and threatening language,
and the general and specific efforts to physically block the
plaintiff’s representatives from accessing their work sites.’

Cullen ruled that failure to grant an injunction against the

protestors would cause ‘irrepable harm’ to Kinder Morgan, as
they would lose money to work delays. He also stated that the
activists were using intimidation to their advantage, though he
made no comment on Kinder Morgan’s claim that the
protestor’s facial expressions were a form of assault. 

On November 17 at the beginning of the solidarity rally, 800
Burnaby residents, environmentalists, and First Nations
gathered across the road from the camp in order to show
support for the activists who have been camping on the
mountain for months.

Despite a heavy police and media presence at the event,
RCMP did not enforce the injunction right away. At press time,
arrests have taken place but rally numbers are growing ever
larger.  0
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