
On the final stop of the recent Unist’ot’en tour, in a packed hall
in Vancouver, special guest speaker Grand Chief Stewart Phillip
of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs called for solidarity with the
Unist’ot’en Clan. He expressed grave concern with the bias of
the RCMP in supporting resource extraction and pipeline
companies. He urged companies, governments and police to
respect indigenous rights and title. 
The tour covered six communities in six days—Victoria,

Cowichan, Salt Spring, Galiano, Sechelt and Vancouver. The
Unist’ot’en were represented by three Hereditary Chiefs—Welí
(Catherine Michell), Ltátén, (Doris Rosso) and Maskabu (Helen
Michell) along with Unist’ot’en Camp spokesperson Freda
Huson. Speaking to overflow crowds in every venue, the chiefs
and Freda talked of the history of their clan, of their deep
connection to their land and of their determination to protect
their yintah (territory). They emphasized the guidance they had
received from previous generations and their responsibility to
future generations.
The Chiefs spoke of the centrality of the Healing Centre being

constructed at the Camp. This Healing Centre, now partially
complete (and already being used) embodies everything held
dear by the Unist’ot’en people—healing through nature, building
community, and reaching out to other peoples in a positive way.
Eleven-year-old Destiny, granddaughter of Chief Ltátén, also

told of how she had to help David Suzuki with his answers to
the ‘Entrance Protocol’ questions that need to be answered in
order to visit the Unist’ot’en Camp.
The Unist’ot’en expressed their deep gratitude for the many

expressions of solidarity they have received—volunteers,
materials and funds. A large amount of money—in excess of
$10,000—was raised during the tour and many additional
volunteers stepped forward. 
Pipeline Companies Continue to Press
Pipeline companies, particularly Chevron, Trans Canada and
Coastal Gas Link, continue to press for access to Unist’ot’en
Territory. Meanwhile, the RCMP mustered a large force in the
vicinity of the Camp and were rumoured to be intending to open
the road into the territory on behalf of the companies. As of this
writing the RCMP has not yet acted. There are many theories as
to why not—the obvious one being the determined, unified and
peaceful stand of the Unist’ot’en along with a massive

outpouring of support from people and organizations, both well
known and not. 

The Unist’ot’en Declaration
In the face of the stepped-up pressure from the companies and
the police, the Unist’ot’en, along with the chiefs of the other
Wetsuweten Clans, have issued a declaration so that there can
be no confusion about their position. This declaration reads in
part (for the full text go to unistotencamp.com):
‘The Unist’ot’en settlement camp is not a protest or a

demonstration. Our clan is occupying and using our traditional
territory as it has for centuries. Our free, prior, and informed
consent protocol is in place at the entrance of our territory as an
expression of our jurisdiction and our inherent right to both give
and refuse consent and entry into our territory.
‘Wet’suwet’en territory, including Unist’ot’en territory, is

unceded, unsurrendered and untreatied territory. Our
traditional Indigenous legal systems remain intact and continue
to govern our people and our lands. 
‘Canadian law as it is applied to Aboriginal peoples is

changing rapidly, especially in British Columbia. For more than
a century, Canada’s federal and provincial governments have
assumed ownership and jurisdiction of unceded lands without
any clear legal basis for doing so.
‘The Supreme Court of Canada recognized the existence of

Aboriginal title in Canada 18 years ago. 
‘Those permits, licences, authorizations, and approvals

issued by the Province which may affect our Aboriginal rights
or title have been issued without Unist’ot’en consent, or any
accommodation of our rights. Our Aboriginal rights and title to
our territory, and our constitutionally protected right to govern
ourselves according to our traditions and laws, continue to exist. 
‘All activities, development and actions undertaken by

government or industry within Unist’ot’en territory must be
consented to by the Unist’ot’en clan and further, must be
consistent with the terms of this declaration.
‘The Unist’ot’en settlement and camp is a peaceful expression

of our connection to Unist’ot’en territory. It is also an expression
of the continuing and unbroken chain of use and occupation of
our territory by our clan. Flowing from this continuous use and
occupation, our traditional structures of governance retain
complete jurisdiction in our territory and further, dictate the
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proper use and access to our lands.
‘As our ancestors have done, we are prepared to ensure the

peace and security of our territory and peoples. It is not
necessary for the police to attend on our territory in order to
ensure that peace and security unless we call on the police for
assistance.
‘Any further communications should be directed to

Unist’ot’en Spokesperson Freda Huson in writing before any
further actions are undertaken, including unannounced visits
to our territory. We continue to be willing to meet with
representatives of the Crown on the basis of mutual respect.
‘Signed and declared unanimously by the Unist’ot’en Chiefs.’

Growing Support for the Unist’ot’en
Stand

In the wake of the tour, there has been an outpouring of support
for the Unist’ot’en. Numerous volunteers have headed north to

bolster the numbers at the centre. Financial contributions,
always vital, continue to flow in. And, in a concrete example of
national and international solidarity, hundreds of organizations
and individuals (including the BC Assembly of First Nations, the
Council of Canadians, the BC Green Party, David Suzuki,
Elizabeth May, and Naomi Klein) have signed on to a letter of
support. To view this letter go to
http://goo.gl/forms/uGyK1ALa9v. 
Finally, the Unist’ot’en Chiefs asked that a special thanks be

extended to the Island Tidesand all the good people in the Gulf
Islands and nearby communities who have been so supportive
of their cause. 0
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