
Acrude oil pipeline in Saskatchewan leaked between
200,000 and 250,000 litres of oil into the North
Saskatchewan River in late July. Husky Energy, the

company that owns the pipeline, responded to the spill on the
morning of July 21, though their incident report shows they first
discovered the spill at 8pm the previous night. The pipeline was
shut down and booms were put in place downstream from the
spill, but high waters helped carry oil over.

Clean Up Efforts
Currently, nearly 133,000 litres of oil and other leaked materials
have been recovered from the river, but oil has been sinking to
the bottom, making it much harder to recover. Clean-up efforts
continue. So far, 38 kilometres of shoreline has been assessed
and seven kilometers has been washed. 

Eleven booms remain in place in an attempt to contain any
oil that is still floating. According to the Saskatchewan
government however, it is very unlikely that all the oil will ever
be recovered. 

Water Supply
Communities downstream from the spill were forced to close
water treatment plants and issue water advisories. The city of
North Battleford, which draws half of its water from the polluted
river, hurried into constructing a temporary pipeline to a new
source of water in its sister community of Battleford. But this
isn’t a permanent solution—colder weather will quickly freeze
the pipeline. So far, the water supply in the town has held up,

mostly as a result of tight water restrictions. Laundromats and
car washes have been closed and those watering lawns or
washing cars are fined. 

The town has also approved the drilling of four new wells in
the hope that they will help replace at least one third of the water
previously taken from the North Saskatchewan River.

In Prince Albert, officials say the water situation is beginning
to return to normal after a state of emergency was declared
following the spill. The city constructed a 30-kilometre
emergency waterline to the South Saskatchewan River, which
began delivering water to the community on August 2. Water
from the Little Red River has also been added to the city’s
reservoir system. Prince Albert is hopeful that these new sources
will  tide it over until it is possible to draw water from the North
Saskatchewan River again. 

The City of Melfort was also affected by the spill. The city shut
down its water intake from the river and is supplying more than
7,000 residents with water from a nearby dam site. Boil water
advisories have been issued across the community, as the water
from the new site is not as clean as the river water previously
was. 

Wildlife has also been affected by the spill. So far, 58 birds,
fish and other species have been reported dead, and habitats
have been destroyed by the oil. 

Husky Energy has issued a public apology for the spill. The
cause of the leak is being investigated; it is so far unknown. 0
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Towns coping with water supply following oil spill into North
Saskatchewan River- Natalie Dunsmuir


