
No new applications for the export of unrefined fossil
fuels out of Cherry Point, Washington, will be accepted
for the next two months, after an emergency

moratorium was passed unanimously by the Whatcom County
Council. 

The decision comes after the county’s planning commission
was directed in July to study changes to Whatcom’s 20-year
Comprehensive Plan that would ban the export of unrefined
fossil fuels from Cherry Point completely. The commission
has been given until January of 2017 to study the
issue and make a recommendation on the
changes. In the meantime, the emergency
moratorium will prevent any
applications from getting ahead of a
potential long-term ban.

The moratorium does not
impact current shipping that is
taking place from Cherry Point’s
two oil refineries, BP Cherry Point
and Phillips 66, but it does prohibit
the filing and acceptance of any new
applications for facilities designed to
ship unrefined fuels. In the ban, which is
effective immediately, unrefined fossil fuels
are defined as ‘all forms of crude oil whether
stabilized or not; raw bitumen, diluted bitumen, or syncrude;
coal; methane, propane, butane and other ‘natural gas’ in liquid
or gaseous formats; and condensate’. This includes the
controversial liquified natural gas (LNG). 

The issue has been of concern to residents of the area since
December of 2015, when a 40-year-ban on shipping crude oil
to other countries was lifted by US Congress. Whatcom
residents were worried that local refineries would shift towards
the shipment of unrefined fossil fuels, eliminating the jobs
created by the refinement process.

Steve Garey, a former refinery worker and union president
who represented workers in the refineries in Anacortes, said that

converting refineries into exporting facilities is a sure way to
destroy local jobs. 

‘It’s important to recognize that refineries need to move
finished products, but none of us would be served if they were
to shut those plants down and export crude oil,’ he said. 

Environmental groups are also praising the moratorium as
the first step to getting a full ban on the export of unrefined fuels.
Crude oil trains are seen as a dangerous way to transport
unrefined fuels—multiple trains have derailed and exploded

throughout North America, causing risk to those
living along the tracks, along with significant

environmental damage.
‘Today, citizens along the thousands of

miles of rail lines, tanker routes, and
pipeline routes to Cherry Point are
celebrating this bold leadership by our
county council,’ said Matt Petryni, the
clean energy program manager for
environmental group RE Sources for
Sustainable Communities. ‘Whatcom
County will not be responsible for an

increase in explosive oil train traffic.
Instead, our county sets the precedent that

local governments can, and must, become leaders
in protecting the health of their citizens by stopping

dirty, dangerous coal, crude oil and liquefied natural gas export
projects and promoting a shift to clean, renewable industries of
the future.’

Whatcom County Council now has 60 days to hold a public
hearing on the emergency moratorium. Afterwards, they can
put an interim emergency moratorium in place for up to six
months, which will give the planning commission time to decide
on any future ban.

The moratorium includes an ordination that if any part of
the moratorium is found to be unconstitutional or invalid, for
any reason, the remaining valid portions of the ban will remain
in place. 0
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Cherry Point moratorium on unrefined fossil fuels- Natalie Dunsmuir

‘ ‘Whatcom County
will not be responsible for an

increase in explosive oil train traffic.
Instead, our county sets the precedent
that local governments can, and must,

become leaders in protecting the health of
their citizens by stopping dirty, dangerous
coal, crude oil and liquefied natural gas
export projects and promoting a shift

to clean, renewable industries
of the future.’ ’


