
The ownership and management of three Southern Gulf
Islands lightstations has been transferred to the  Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve. The transfer includes Portlock Point
Lightstation on Prevost Island, Active Pass Lightstation at
Georgina Point on Mayne Island, and East Point Lightstation
on Saturna Island.  

‘These lightstation properties have important ecological
values, and their addition to Gulf Islands National Park Reserve
also brings to our visitors the opportunity to learn about the
history of marine navigation on the pacific coast,’ said the
Honourable Rona Ambrose, Minister of the Environment and
Minister Responsible for Parks Canada, accepting the transfer
on May 19.

All three lightstations are automated and will remain as
active aids to navigation for mariners.  Continued access will be
given to Canadian Coast Guard technicians to service the
navigational lights. 

Active Pass Lightstation
Situated on Georgina Point, at Active Pass, on the north east
corner of Mayne Island, the Mayne Island Parks and
Recreation Commission currently operates the facilities at the
Active Pass lightstation on behalf of the Capital Regional
District. 

The light at Georgina Point was originally established in
1885, and has considerable local historical importance to the
community. The lightstation consists of a 45ft white concrete
cylindrical light tower which was built in 1969, an engine/radio
room, a residence, a large garage and workshop and several
small outbuildings. The lightstation is located on approximately
1.8 hectares of federally owned Crown land.

The site was automated and de-staffed in 1997. The light

continues to be in active service as a navigational aid, used by
vessels transiting Active Pass as well as those passing in
Georgia Strait.  

A new license of occupation will be negotiated with Parks
Canada ensuring the site will remain a popular attraction for
Island residents and visitors.

East Point Lightstation
Situated at East Point, Saturna Island, the Easter Point
lightstation consists of a 14m high, red skeleton tower built in
1948, a residence built in 1960, and several smaller outbuildings.
The lightstation is located on approximately 2.8 hectares of
federal Crown land. 

Parks Canada already protects and manages the surrounding
waters which have nutrient-rich upwellings that attract marine
mammals and seabirds and provide excellent wildlife-viewing
opportunities.

The operational light at East Point, was originally established
between 1881 and 1887. The site was automated and de-staffed
in 1996. 

Portlock Point Lightstation
The third lightstation is situated at Portlock Point, on the eastern
most extremity of Prevost Island. This lighthouse consists of a
white wooden tower, a helicopter pad and a wooden footbridge.
It is located on approximately 2.8 hectares of federally owned
Crown land. The lands adjacent to the lighthouse are already part
of the National Park Reserve. The waters surrounding the point
are also protected and managed by Parks Canada.

The Portlock Point Lighthouse was originally constructed in
1895, replacing a stake light that had existed there for
approximately five years. The light was automated and de-staffed
in the late 1960s and was reconstructed in 1987. 0
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