
A formal consultation agreement that establishes a framework
for the First Nations of the Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group and
the superintendent of Gulf Islands National Park Reserve of
Canada to undertake cooperative planning, management and
consultation for the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve was
signed on May 20.

The Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group represents six separate but
closely related First Nations of the Strait of Georgia area,
including the Chemainus, Cowichan, Halalt, Lake Cowichan,
Lyackson and Penelakut.

‘Through their insights, ecosystem awareness and
traditional knowledge, First Nations’ communities are
contributing in a significant and meaningful way to the
management of national parks across Canada,’ said Rona
Ambrose, Minister Responsible for Canada Parks. ‘Today’s
agreement recognizes this, and will help to ensure the park is
preserved in good ecological health for future generations to
experience and enjoy.’ 

In addition to mechanisms for regular and ongoing
consultation between the Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group and
Parks Canada, the agreement establishes shared principles that

will guide the consultations and the future management of the
park. It sets the stage for consultations on everything from the
placement of signs within the park to developing approaches
for sharing the Hul’qumi’num culture with visitors.

‘The agreement is a significant milestone in building
honourable, collaborative relationships between the Crown and
First Nations people,’ said Robert Morales, chief negotiator for
the Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group and one of the signatories to
the agreement. ‘These are the kinds of relationships called for
by the courts, First Nations leadership, federal departments
and the Canadian public.’

‘This agreement builds on the very positive and respectful
relationship that has been developed between park staff and
the members of the Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group’s parks
committee,’ said MP Mark Warawa, signing on behalf of
Minister Ambrose. ‘It allows us to move forward collaboratively
on the protection and management of the lands and waters that
form the national park reserve, without prejudicing the on-
going formal BC treaty negotiation process. Both Parks Canada
and the Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group share mutual objectives
for this area—protecting it for future generations.’ 0
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