
M
any of us are trying to green up how we get around,
lighten our carbon footprint, increase our fitness and
health, and make ‘getting there’ part of the story, not

just another drive to where it’s happening.
In an ideal world, there would be separate paths for cyclists

and pedestrians to get around as freely and safely as cars and
trucks do. In smaller communities, dream on. Most alternate
modes of transportation are twinned with roadways, and this
will stay true for the foreseeable future.

Summer makes road-sharing issues particularly clear.
Cyclists sprout like wildflowers along busy routes. Additional
brave souls walk between whizzing traffic and the ditch. They
have the crazy notion that the Islands should be great places for
this, so they get out, and they persist.

Many locals advise against cycling and walking our
roadways. Some drivers are downright hostile, as evidenced by
a neighbour who said, sincerely, that, ‘Cyclists should be hung
like dead crows from the ferry terminals.’ Whoa!

What to do? We need to discuss the issues and find
solutions. We can start by educating all users about safety, the
law, and good attitude. We can improve signage and spiff-up
existing roadways.

The BC Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
(MoT) looks after all public roadways except municipal ones. In
Islands Trust and rural areas, the CRD and CVRD have some
influence and can put some money in the pot, but MoT runs the
show. Smaller places lack taxpayer and voter clout, so easily get
short shrift.

To address this, in 1992 MoT and Islands Trust signed a
Letter of Agreement that spells out standards and
classifications, as well as future requirements for bike lanes. It’s
still in effect, despite being neglected. It’s a good document that
desperately needs to be renewed.

A careful reading shows where positive changes can be
made. For example, main rural roads have 60kph design speed,
yet some, like Fulford-Ganges Road on Salt Spring, are posted
at 80kph, with 40kph corners. Any surprise that cyclists and

pedestrians are terrified, and that there are deadly crashes
occasionally? Upgrading the road to 80kph design speed will
provide 1.2m surfaced shoulders; keeping, posting, and
enforcing the 60kph design speed will ensure a safer road for all
users. Whatever the answer, design and posted speeds must
match.
Brenda is chair of the Island Pathways Bicycle Working
Group: www.islandpathways.ca. 0
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