
T
he cycling season is more or less over for island
pedalers. Barring a few nice day rides, only the die-
hards will continue riding through the wet, cold

months of winter.
Safety is a huge consideration. Those who feel

marginally comfortable cycling under
clear skies, with the best possible
visibility, intuitively understand that
dangers increase as riding and driving
conditions deteriorate. Country roads
are full of pleasures and hazards, and
the balance can quickly tip between the
two.

While waiting out the rain, what can
we do to improve our cycling lot? Get
active on other fronts! And boy, has
Island Pathways come up with a great
way to do this. Put Velo-Village 2012,
June 21-23, on your itinerary now.

Check out the Velo-Village blog for a
heads-up about this gathering and John
Rowlandson’s postings about rural
cycling concerns and solutions. Picture
it: next June solstice, Salt Spring
welcomes hundreds of cyclists to bicycle heaven! For three
days, these cyclists will commune about rural cycling
challenges and joys, while sharing cool cycling demos,
meet-and-greets and entertainment of all sorts.

It’s a pre-conference event to Velo–city Global 2012, in
Vancouver from June 26-29, www.velo-city2012.com. 

Velo-Village 2012 will be the first gathering to focus on
rural cycling challenges. Velo-city Global conferences
started in 1980 to address urban cycling issues. They’re

held every year or two, mostly in
Europe—Copenhagen, Paris, Dublin,
Barcelona—with one in Perth and one
in Montreal in the mid-1990s. Now
it’s Vancouver’s lucky turn, and a big
incentive for the city to polish up and
get serious about its cycling needs and
commitments.

Velo-Village planners are
recruiting some of the 1,000 Velo-city
delegates to come early and take a
rural cycling holiday on Salt Spring,
do the Tour de Victoria on June 24,
spin through another island or two, or
try the Malahat, then head back to the
big city ‘do’. 

Our solstice weekend gathering is
for cyclists of all sorts, from fair-
weather to dedicated commuters,

planners, mobility managers, academics, and activists—
everyone with a stake in making rural cycling safe and
accessible. To get involved, contact John via the blog. 0
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Cyclists gearing up for Velo 2012 events ~ Brenda Guiled
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