
Responding to a petition, delivered in June and said to have 609
signatures, Transportation Minister Todd Stone has  announced
his intention to have an independent consultant carry out a
study of the feasibility of a bridge between Nanaimo and
Gabriola Island, to replace the present ferry service. Stone
estimates that the cost of a feasibility study for such a bridge
would be $200,000, and could be completed in the spring of
2015. 

The feasibility study will examine potential locations for a
‘fixed link’, develop cost estimates, and compare the cost with
the cost of the ferry service; apparently it will not estimate travel
times, nor will it recommend how the bridge might be financed.
The ministry also made it clear that the study will not assess the
level of public support for a bridge. 

Most previous studies have assumed there would, in fact, be
two bridges, one built from Joan Point (near the Duke Point
ferry terminal) across Dodd Narrows to Mudge Island, traffic
would travel along Mudge Island, and then over the second
bridge from Mudge across False Narrows to the south end of
Gabriola. Bridging would probably necessitate a transit service
from Gabriola to downtown Nanaimo. 

Minister Stone said, ‘In consideration of our vision that

coastal communities are connected in a sustainable manner,
we’ll assess the feasibility of a fixed link between the two islands.’
It was unclear which islands he was referring to.

The current petition was originated by the Gabriola Bridge
Society in May, this year. Gabriola resident Michael Zane,
claiming to represent a ‘silent majority’ of Gabriola’s population
of 4,000, says, ‘we can build this bridge without a significant
cost’. Gabriola has just been through a series of ministry-ordered
cuts to the existing said-to-be-private  BC Ferry Services Inc
service, which provides a 20-minute travel time from Descanso
Bay, at the west end of the island, to Nanaimo’s central
waterfront. 

Gabriola is part of the Islands Trust Area, whose mandate
has a strict policy that islands should not be connected with
bridges (except the long-time, one-lane bridge between North
and South Pender). Despite this, there appears to have been no
consultation between the Ministry of Transport and Islands
Trust Council. 

The Islands Trust’s position on the study is clearly laid out in
a letter to Minister Stone from Trust Chair Sheila Malcolmson.
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Transportation Ministry will spend $200,000 on Gabriola bridge study




