
Referring to current provincial government work on the
reform of BC’s legislation concerning water extraction and
use, the Islands Trust has expressed particular concern that
special attention be paid to the regulation of wells on the
Gulf Islands.

Publications emanating from current consultations,
research, and drafting of legislation have made it clear that
the Gulf Islands are an area of particular concern. Not only
that, but groundwater legislation is being given
considerable emphasis in the government’s work.

A letter to Minister Barry Penner from Sheila
Malcolmson, Chair of the Islands Trust Executive
Committee, expresses pleasure with these emphases in the
Living Water Smart plan. The letter goes on to identify
some issues which have arisen with respect to the Islands;
these are:

• the need to define low enough water extraction
thresholds for regulation to enable licensing of private wells
on some of the Islands. But present documentation says:
‘Domestic licensees and small private domestic well

owners will not likely be required to measure and report,
except potentially in problem areas.’

• the need to regulate and control bulk water extraction
from private wells; water obtained in this fashion is
presently sold on Hornby and Gabriola Islands. The effect
of this type of extraction on neighbouring wells is neither
known nor regulated.

• the need to license, monitor, and enforce regulations
on wells to avoid saltwater intrusion. The Trust
recommends that there should be a provincial budget and
strategy; Section 78 of the Water Act presently provides for
fines up to $200,000 and six months in jail, but
enforcement appears to be lacking.

• the need to prohibit hydrofracturing, now being used
to increase the flow of groundwater wells, until there is a
licensing system in place that will prevent harm to the
‘already fractured’ aquifers of the Gulf Islands. The Trust’s
concern about this practice is on record through an
exchange of correspondence with the Minister in 2007. 0
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