
Five environmental groups are requesting a
comprehensive public consultation for a large number of
water bottling operations that will affect approximately 40
streams in Bute, Knight, Jervis and Toba Inlets. 

The new BC Ministry of Resource Operations is
reviewing each water license operation individually,
although Friends of Bute Inlet, Sierra Club Quadra Island,
Sierra Club Malaspina, the Sunshine Coast Conservation
Association and the Campbell River chapter of the Council
of Canadians want BC Environment Minister Murray
Coell to authorize a formal environmental assessment
covering all the applications. 

‘The Ministry of Natural Resource Operations does not
have a mandate to investigate the overall impact of taking
water from at least 40 streams’ said Lannie Keller,
spokesperson for Friends of Bute Inlet. ‘This is an
industrial operation by anyone’s definition.’

The water license applications are to remove up to 112.5

cubic metres (almost 25,000 gallons) of water each day

from each stream. Water will be collected from a skiff

through a pump or hose and funnel, and the skiff will

offload onto a barge and then transport the water by truck

to a bottling establishment.

‘This is a completely new dimension in water

exploitation, unlike anything the public has seen before,’

says Daniel Bouman of the Sunshine Coast Conservation

Association. ‘The sheer number of applications, the

cumulative potential environmental impacts of the

scheme, and certainly the growing level of public concern

all justify a full environmental assessment.’

The issue is raising additional questions, such as the

ethics of selling drinking water, its implications for NAFTA

and the shortcomings of an environmental review process

that fails to address cumulative impacts of numerous

individual operations . 0
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