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This edition, Island Tides asks:

‘Should the Legislature commit, by law, to spring and fall sittings,
with all legislation reviewed by committee in public session, and
decisions by free vote?’
Barry Avis–Parksville-Qualicum (BC NDP)
It is very disappointing that BC had fewer sittings of the
Legislature than any other province in Canada. And worse,
this government has far too often forced through legislation
with little or no debate. In the spring session, 14 bills were
introduced in the last 15 days of the session and a dozen
passed without debate.
An NDP government would stick to the Legislative
calendar and hold two sessions every year. The first session
should deal with the budget, and the government should
also introduce key legislation that could be passed in the fall.
As an MLA, I would talk to constituents and gather feedback
in between sessions so we can work to make the legislation
stronger.

Kassandra Dycke–Comox Valley (BC NDP)
When a government silences the legislature, rams
through legislation without debate, and weakens public
participation in key decisions about the environment, it
sends a message to people that their voices don’t matter.
That leads to low voter turnout, growing cynicism, and
distrust of the political system.
We have to turn things around. One practical way to make
politics more transparent and politicians more accountable is
to follow the legislative agenda. Instead of constantly breaking
the rules about when the Legislature holds sessions, an NDP
government will stick to the legislative calendar and hold a
session in the late winter and another session in the fall every
year.
I am also committed to making legislative sessions more
productive. Instead of constant negative attacks and using
closure to shut down debate, government should work with
everyone, including the opposition, to develop the best
possible legislation for our province.
Gary Holman–Saanich N & The Islands (BC NDP)
British Columbians deserve more accountability in
government. The Liberals have consistently violated their
own legislative calendar to avoid public scrutiny and debate.
An NDP government will reinstate a fixed calendar with fall
and spring sessions of the legislature.
We will restore the important role of legislative
committees in critiquing government policy, and ensure
non-partisan use of your tax dollars by vetting government
advertising through the Auditor General.
The NDP will ensure that independent officers of the
legislature have sufficient resources to be effective
watchdogs of government.
Steve Housser–Cowichan Valley (BC Liberal)
I think a commitment to spring and fall sittings is a good
one and I would be in favour of legislation to bring this
about. I also support the idea that proposed legislation be
reviewed by appropriate House committees in public. I am

also generally in favour of free votes. However, there will be
certain votes of such fundamental importance to a party’s
philosophy and values that the party should expect and
ensure that all its members follow the party position.

Adam Olsen–Saanich N & The Islands (Green Party of
BC)
Government should commit, by law, to spring and fall
sittings. It shouldn’t be a political decision whether the
government chooses to tend to provincial business. It’s their
duty.
Committees are an important part of our democratic
process. They hear diverse opinions that lead to more
informed decision-making. Many provincial committees are
not taking advantage of this opportunity. For example, it
appears that the Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs
has not filed a report in over a decade.
Why not give the public more access to the committee
process? Open sessions are one way to increase awareness
but public hearings allow citizens to provide input and
feedback as to how legislation affects them. Local
governments are mandated to hold public hearings—so
should the provincial government.
Greens are the only party allowing their MLAs to vote
freely in the Legislature. I strongly believe MLAs are
obligated to represent the interests of, and should consult
with, their constituents.

Claire Trevena–North Island (BC NDP)
The BC legislature sat for fewer days in 2012 than the
legislatures of any other province in Canada. That is
unacceptable, and cannot continue. BC New Democrats
recognize the importance of meaningful debate and
deliberation, and in strengthening our democratic
institutions. Unlike the current government who has treated
the legislature as a nuisance and has abused the fixed
legislative calendar time and time again, New Democrats
believe the fixed legislative calendar should be adhered to.
The budget should be the primary concern during the
spring session. Some legislation would be held over to the
fall to allow MLAs the opportunity to consult fully with our
constituents on important policy changes in government.
It’s our job to represent the interests of our constituents in
the legislature, and we need to be able to do that. Forcing
bills through the house as quickly as possible, as has been
the practice with the present government, in order to avoid
facing the accountability of the legislature is wrong and
undermines our democracy.
New Democrat leader Adrian Dix has also said he wants
to see legislative committees used as an active component
of consultation with stakeholders and the public. 0
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Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactable, declared candidates running in: Alberni Pacific Rim, Comox Valley, Cowichan Valley,
Malahat–Juan de Fuca, Nanaimo, Nanaimo–North Cowichan, North Island, Parksville–Qualicum, Powell River–Sunshine Coast, Saanich North
& The Islands (Barry Avis, Kerry Davis, Kassandra Dycke, Nick Facey, Scott Fraser, Gary Holman, John Horgan, Steve Housser, Leonard Krog,
Don McRae, Adam Olsen, Bill Routley, Doug Routley, Nic Simons, Michelle Stilwell, Claire Trevena). All received responses are above, and
may have been edited for relevance to the question. All candidates are invited to answer upcoming questions.

Next Edition’s Question To All Candidates:

‘BC’s job strategy still depends on resources such as coal, liquified natural gas,
oil, and raw logs. What could we do to diversify?’
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Barry Avis–Parksville-Qualicum (BC NDP)
Protecting our coast: The proposed coalmine in the heart of the
Baynes Sound watershed poses serious risks to our shellfish
industry, our road safety, and the quality of our water and air.
Proposals like the Enbridge pipeline pose significant threats to
our coast. I will fight for rigorous environmental assessments
that make the protection of our coast–including our shellfish
industry, tourism and quality of life for all–the top priority.
Health Care: People in our community deserve access to the
healthcare services they need. I feel the Liberal
government hasn’t listened to our
community about our health
care needs–be it emergency
care, home care, or access to
community care. I will work with
the community to develop and implement
a comprehensive healthcare plan for our region.
Seniors: Our community has one of the highest proportions
of seniors in BC. We need to do more to ensure that supports
are in place so seniors can live in their homes for as long as it’s
safe. We also need a seniors’ advocate.
Kassandra Dycke–Comox Valley (BC NDP)
It will be critically important for government to set clear
priorities in order to change things for the better for people in
British Columbia. In the Comox Valley, here’s what I would do
about 3 key issues:
Resource Development: Welcome projects that represent a
net benefit for the Valley, including secondary processing
opportunities. Projects such as the proposed Raven Coal Mine
and Enbridge Pipeline present serious risks, and threaten
current sustainable industries like shellfish and tourism. We
must establish and enforce rigorous environmental standards
and consult with the community as an equal and empowered
stakeholder.
Seniors Care: Invest in the comprehensive public care
system our seniors deserve, with a focus on supporting seniors
in retaining independence in their own homes. Provide services
with a commitment to ensuring safety, dignity, affordability and
accessibility.
Food Security: Strengthen our local economy by supporting
agrifoods businesses to grow their market and viability. Protect
the integrity of ALR land and provide incentives to grow crops.
Improve assistance for new farmers, and make local food more
easily available.
Nick Facey–North Island (BC Liberal)
Jobs: The North Island needs jobs to support its families and
provide the foundation for healthy communities–jobs that pay
well and provide the benefits families need. We need to promote
responsible business, not protest every opportunity for good
jobs, in order to provide for our families, and fund our health
care, education and infrastructure needs.
Infrastructure: We have a new hospital planned–it’s time to
get construction started rather than grind away that
opportunity. Past that major investment, the needs include
further improving the road system, extending the natural gas
line, and most importantly, improving North Island safety with
consistent communication access via extended cell coverage.
Education: To take advantage of our growth opportunities,
and improve youth retention, we need more trades-focused
training on the North Island to complement the strong
education base in place today.
Gary Holman–Saanich N & The Islands (BC NDP)
Community economic development, broadly defined, is a
priority for me. The NDP have committed to strengthen rural
health care, create ‘buy local’ programs to support farmers,
recognize BC Ferries as part of our public transportation system,

ensure stable tourism industry funding, reinvest the carbon tax
in transit and energy conservation retrofits, increase skills
training, and tackle poverty.
We must protect our precious coastline from oil spills. The
NDP opposes the Enbridge pipeline and supports the long
standing moratorium on north coast tanker traffic. We will
ensure that pipeline proposals are subject to BC environmental
assessments–necessary due process for a provincial

This edition, Island Tides asked:

from our homes and jobs. I will lobby for reasonable and reliable
ferry service and for investments into a more efficient transit
service, connecting workers to their employers.
Claire Trevena–North Island (BC NDP)
Forestry has been the foundation of the North Island
economy but there has been huge neglect over the last dozen
years. We would invest in forest health and silviculture so we
have an industry in the future, as well as restricting raw log
exports so we can benefit fully from the resource by developing
value-added.
The huge levels of inequality need to
be addressed; poverty has grown
and deepened in all our
communities, with kids going to
school hungry and parents managing
minimum wage jobs to keep food on the table.
We have committed to a poverty reduction plan which would
have fixed targets and timelines to ensure that everyone truly
has equality of opportunity.
Island residents continue to be frustrated by the high cost of
our privatised ferry corporation. Ferries are part of our
provincial infrastructure, like highways and bridges, and so
should be an integrated part of the transportation and highways
systems. We have to tackle the spiralling fares which are pricing
people out of their homes and killing rural communities.
Jessica VanderVeen–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC NDP)
Environmental protection and sustainable economy: Our coast
and environment are put at great risk by weakened
environmental standards and surrendering key decisions to the
federal government. I will work to build tough, made-in-BC
assessments that give our communities a real voice. Instead of
an economy that is focussed on exporting raw resources, I will
work for a diversified economy wherein we promote tourism,
small business and the high-tech sector.
Senior’s health: We need better home care and support so
seniors can live independently in their homes for as long as
possible. When seniors do need care outside their homes, they
should be able to continue living in the community they know
and love. That’s why I fought to save Oak Bay Lodge and Mount
Tolmie Hospital.
Education and opportunities: Young people need access to
education and skills training for the jobs of the future. I will
continue to advocate for more support for special needs in
Kindergarten to Grade 12, and for student grants that give
students access to higher education and reduce student debt.
Andrew Weaver–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC Green)
Creating policy that supports the transition to an economy
focused on clean energy, away from fossil fuel dependence, is a
top priority. We need to support renewable energy and energy
efficiency, and the creation of sustainable, locally and regionally
based economies and jobs. This would include opposing the
escalation of oil tankers destined for foreign markets along our
fragile coastline.
I firmly support electoral reform and would establish a
citizen-led process to design a system of proportional
representation that truly represents and engages citizens in our
democratic process. Our current system of ‘first past the post’ is
outdated and does not reflect the diversity in our communities
and a modern society’s expectation that political decisionmaking be non-partisan and inclusive.
Making MLAs more politically accountable to local
constituents is also a priority. Greens believe in giving elected
members the political independence to act and vote based on
their individual assessments of particular issues, not on those
of the party leader. This will allow our MLAs to faithfully
represent their riding constituents at the provincial level. 0

‘What will you do about
three issues in your constituency?’
government if forced into a legal fight to stop a project.
There are exciting opportunities here to protect our natural
heritage, including Crown lands and a Marine Conservation
Area, with First Nations cooperation. We need to better manage
private forest land on our islands.
These measures will create new jobs, improve our quality of
life, attract new residents and visitors to our communities, and
address environmental challenges like climate change and
water protection.
Susan Low–Esquimalt-Royal Roads (BC Green)
We need to develop a local economy that can withstand shifting
global trends. Small businesses are the foundation of our
economy. As an MLA I will support reducing red tape while
developing local investment funds and entrepreneur training
programs.
The ‘Colwood Crawl’ is frustrating for drivers, costly for
businesses, and contributes to carbon emissions. I support
HOV/bus lanes and increasing community bus service in the
Westshore. I’d support a fiscally responsible way to use the E&N
rail and bike routes to ease vehicle traffic pressure. A commuter
boat service is another option, though it has to be made
financially sustainable.
The plan to treat our sewage at McLaughlin Point fails to
provide the long-term solution this region needs. Sewage
treatment will cost more than any infrastructure project in
Greater Victoria’s history, so we must be certain that it will
provide value. As an MLA I will advocate to government to
require the CRD to do health and environmental impact
analyses on their proposal. We will proceed with the right
sewage treatment in a timely manner.
Adam Olsen–Saanich N & The Islands (BC Green)
The People: Together, we need to build bridges across
political, social and cultural divides. This is the work I’ve focused
on in the past four years and I will commit to continue this work.
It is only through working collaboratively that we find the best
community solutions.
I will host community roundtables welcoming all members
of our community to discuss our opportunities and challenges.
We’ll address pressing issues such as community planning,
workforce housing, treaties, transportation and agriculture, and
explore discussion with the municipality, community, first
nations and businesses.
Local Economy: Despite healthy tourism in our region,
many visitors simply pass through Saanich North and the
Islands on their way elsewhere. We are Victoria’s gateway and
should seize the opportunity to retain visitors. I support the new
tourist information centre proposed by the Peninsula Chamber
of Commerce.
Transportation: We rely on transportation to get us to and

Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactable declared candidates in all parties running in:
Alberni Pacific Rim, ComoxValley, CowichanValley, Esquimalt-Royal Roads, Malahat–Juan de Fuca, Nanaimo,
Nanaimo–North Cowichan, North Island, Oak Bay–Gordon Head, Parksville–Qualicum, Powell River–
Sunshine Coast, Saanich North &The Islands, Saanich South,Victoria-Beacon Hill,Victoria–Swan Lake (Barry
Avis, Ida Chong, Kerry Davis, Kassandra Dycke, Nick Facey, Rob Fleming, Scott Fraser, Gary Holman, John
Horgan, Steve Housser, Carole James, Leonard Krog, Susan Low, Don McRae, Patrick Muncaster, Adam
Olsen, Lana Popham, Bill Routley, Doug Routley, Nic Simons, Jane Sterk, Michelle Stilwell, Celia Stocker, Claire
Trevena, Jessica Van der veen, Andrew Weaver). All responses received are above.

The question was also sent to communications staff: Jonathan Dickie (GP), Glen Sanford (NDP), Michael
Roy (NDP), Sam Oliphant (LIB), Kristy Fredericks (CON). If your favourite candidate has not responded yet,
contact your party’s communication representative. If you know of an independent, let us know.

Next Edition’s Question To All Candidates:
‘Now that you’ve seen the budget,
are British Columbians paying enough taxes?’
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Barry Avis–Parksville-Qualicum (BC NDP)
Protecting our coast: The proposed coalmine in the heart of the
Baynes Sound watershed poses serious risks to our shellfish
industry, our road safety, and the quality of our water and air.
Proposals like the Enbridge pipeline pose significant threats to
our coast. I will fight for rigorous environmental assessments
that make the protection of our coast–including our shellfish
industry, tourism and quality of life for all–the top priority.
Health Care: People in our community deserve access to the
healthcare services they need. I feel the Liberal
government hasn’t listened to our
community about our health
care needs–be it emergency
care, home care, or access to
community care. I will work with
the community to develop and implement
a comprehensive healthcare plan for our region.
Seniors: Our community has one of the highest proportions
of seniors in BC. We need to do more to ensure that supports
are in place so seniors can live in their homes for as long as it’s
safe. We also need a seniors’ advocate.
Kassandra Dycke–Comox Valley (BC NDP)
It will be critically important for government to set clear
priorities in order to change things for the better for people in
British Columbia. In the Comox Valley, here’s what I would do
about 3 key issues:
Resource Development: Welcome projects that represent a
net benefit for the Valley, including secondary processing
opportunities. Projects such as the proposed Raven Coal Mine
and Enbridge Pipeline present serious risks, and threaten
current sustainable industries like shellfish and tourism. We
must establish and enforce rigorous environmental standards
and consult with the community as an equal and empowered
stakeholder.
Seniors Care: Invest in the comprehensive public care
system our seniors deserve, with a focus on supporting seniors
in retaining independence in their own homes. Provide services
with a commitment to ensuring safety, dignity, affordability and
accessibility.
Food Security: Strengthen our local economy by supporting
agrifoods businesses to grow their market and viability. Protect
the integrity of ALR land and provide incentives to grow crops.
Improve assistance for new farmers, and make local food more
easily available.
Nick Facey–North Island (BC Liberal)
Jobs: The North Island needs jobs to support its families and
provide the foundation for healthy communities–jobs that pay
well and provide the benefits families need. We need to promote
responsible business, not protest every opportunity for good
jobs, in order to provide for our families, and fund our health
care, education and infrastructure needs.
Infrastructure: We have a new hospital planned–it’s time to
get construction started rather than grind away that
opportunity. Past that major investment, the needs include
further improving the road system, extending the natural gas
line, and most importantly, improving North Island safety with
consistent communication access via extended cell coverage.
Education: To take advantage of our growth opportunities,
and improve youth retention, we need more trades-focused
training on the North Island to complement the strong
education base in place today.
Gary Holman–Saanich N & The Islands (BC NDP)
Community economic development, broadly defined, is a
priority for me. The NDP have committed to strengthen rural
health care, create ‘buy local’ programs to support farmers,
recognize BC Ferries as part of our public transportation system,

ensure stable tourism industry funding, reinvest the carbon tax
in transit and energy conservation retrofits, increase skills
training, and tackle poverty.
We must protect our precious coastline from oil spills. The
NDP opposes the Enbridge pipeline and supports the long
standing moratorium on north coast tanker traffic. We will
ensure that pipeline proposals are subject to BC environmental
assessments–necessary due process for a provincial

This edition, Island Tides asked:

from our homes and jobs. I will lobby for reasonable and reliable
ferry service and for investments into a more efficient transit
service, connecting workers to their employers.
Claire Trevena–North Island (BC NDP)
Forestry has been the foundation of the North Island
economy but there has been huge neglect over the last dozen
years. We would invest in forest health and silviculture so we
have an industry in the future, as well as restricting raw log
exports so we can benefit fully from the resource by developing
value-added.
The huge levels of inequality need to
be addressed; poverty has grown
and deepened in all our
communities, with kids going to
school hungry and parents managing
minimum wage jobs to keep food on the table.
We have committed to a poverty reduction plan which would
have fixed targets and timelines to ensure that everyone truly
has equality of opportunity.
Island residents continue to be frustrated by the high cost of
our privatised ferry corporation. Ferries are part of our
provincial infrastructure, like highways and bridges, and so
should be an integrated part of the transportation and highways
systems. We have to tackle the spiralling fares which are pricing
people out of their homes and killing rural communities.
Jessica VanderVeen–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC NDP)
Environmental protection and sustainable economy: Our coast
and environment are put at great risk by weakened
environmental standards and surrendering key decisions to the
federal government. I will work to build tough, made-in-BC
assessments that give our communities a real voice. Instead of
an economy that is focussed on exporting raw resources, I will
work for a diversified economy wherein we promote tourism,
small business and the high-tech sector.
Senior’s health: We need better home care and support so
seniors can live independently in their homes for as long as
possible. When seniors do need care outside their homes, they
should be able to continue living in the community they know
and love. That’s why I fought to save Oak Bay Lodge and Mount
Tolmie Hospital.
Education and opportunities: Young people need access to
education and skills training for the jobs of the future. I will
continue to advocate for more support for special needs in
Kindergarten to Grade 12, and for student grants that give
students access to higher education and reduce student debt.
Andrew Weaver–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC Green)
Creating policy that supports the transition to an economy
focused on clean energy, away from fossil fuel dependence, is a
top priority. We need to support renewable energy and energy
efficiency, and the creation of sustainable, locally and regionally
based economies and jobs. This would include opposing the
escalation of oil tankers destined for foreign markets along our
fragile coastline.
I firmly support electoral reform and would establish a
citizen-led process to design a system of proportional
representation that truly represents and engages citizens in our
democratic process. Our current system of ‘first past the post’ is
outdated and does not reflect the diversity in our communities
and a modern society’s expectation that political decisionmaking be non-partisan and inclusive.
Making MLAs more politically accountable to local
constituents is also a priority. Greens believe in giving elected
members the political independence to act and vote based on
their individual assessments of particular issues, not on those
of the party leader. This will allow our MLAs to faithfully
represent their riding constituents at the provincial level. 0

‘What will you do about
three issues in your constituency?’
government if forced into a legal fight to stop a project.
There are exciting opportunities here to protect our natural
heritage, including Crown lands and a Marine Conservation
Area, with First Nations cooperation. We need to better manage
private forest land on our islands.
These measures will create new jobs, improve our quality of
life, attract new residents and visitors to our communities, and
address environmental challenges like climate change and
water protection.
Susan Low–Esquimalt-Royal Roads (BC Green)
We need to develop a local economy that can withstand shifting
global trends. Small businesses are the foundation of our
economy. As an MLA I will support reducing red tape while
developing local investment funds and entrepreneur training
programs.
The ‘Colwood Crawl’ is frustrating for drivers, costly for
businesses, and contributes to carbon emissions. I support
HOV/bus lanes and increasing community bus service in the
Westshore. I’d support a fiscally responsible way to use the E&N
rail and bike routes to ease vehicle traffic pressure. A commuter
boat service is another option, though it has to be made
financially sustainable.
The plan to treat our sewage at McLaughlin Point fails to
provide the long-term solution this region needs. Sewage
treatment will cost more than any infrastructure project in
Greater Victoria’s history, so we must be certain that it will
provide value. As an MLA I will advocate to government to
require the CRD to do health and environmental impact
analyses on their proposal. We will proceed with the right
sewage treatment in a timely manner.
Adam Olsen–Saanich N & The Islands (BC Green)
The People: Together, we need to build bridges across
political, social and cultural divides. This is the work I’ve focused
on in the past four years and I will commit to continue this work.
It is only through working collaboratively that we find the best
community solutions.
I will host community roundtables welcoming all members
of our community to discuss our opportunities and challenges.
We’ll address pressing issues such as community planning,
workforce housing, treaties, transportation and agriculture, and
explore discussion with the municipality, community, first
nations and businesses.
Local Economy: Despite healthy tourism in our region,
many visitors simply pass through Saanich North and the
Islands on their way elsewhere. We are Victoria’s gateway and
should seize the opportunity to retain visitors. I support the new
tourist information centre proposed by the Peninsula Chamber
of Commerce.
Transportation: We rely on transportation to get us to and

Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactable declared candidates in all parties running in:
Alberni Pacific Rim, ComoxValley, CowichanValley, Esquimalt-Royal Roads, Malahat–Juan de Fuca, Nanaimo,
Nanaimo–North Cowichan, North Island, Oak Bay–Gordon Head, Parksville–Qualicum, Powell River–
Sunshine Coast, Saanich North &The Islands, Saanich South,Victoria-Beacon Hill,Victoria–Swan Lake (Barry
Avis, Ida Chong, Kerry Davis, Kassandra Dycke, Nick Facey, Rob Fleming, Scott Fraser, Gary Holman, John
Horgan, Steve Housser, Carole James, Leonard Krog, Susan Low, Don McRae, Patrick Muncaster, Adam
Olsen, Lana Popham, Bill Routley, Doug Routley, Nic Simons, Jane Sterk, Michelle Stilwell, Celia Stocker, Claire
Trevena, Jessica Van der veen, Andrew Weaver). All responses received are above.

The question was also sent to communications staff: Jonathan Dickie (GP), Glen Sanford (NDP), Michael
Roy (NDP), Sam Oliphant (LIB), Kristy Fredericks (CON). If your favourite candidate has not responded yet,
contact your party’s communication representative. If you know of an independent, let us know.

Next Edition’s Question To All Candidates:
‘Now that you’ve seen the budget,
are British Columbians paying enough taxes?’
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Barry Avis–Parksville-Qualicum (BC NDP)
Affording a decent quality of life in British
Columbia is becoming more and more
difficult. Growing costs of goods,
services and food are leaving too many
families struggling. Why should large
corporations and banks making billions of dollars of
profit get huge tax reductions while seniors struggle to find
home support and young people face a mountain of debt for
post-secondary education?
I support practical steps to bring fairness to our tax system.
I support the Adrian Dix plan to modestly increase taxes on
large corporations. I also support restoring a minimum tax on
banks.
We also need to think about the way we use tax dollars. I
think revenues from carbon tax should be used to improve
transit services and put in place initiatives that will protect our
environment.
It’s unfortunate that BC today has the worst child poverty
rate and the biggest income gap between the rich and poor. It’s
time to change our approach, and it starts with fairness in our
tax system.

This edition, Island Tides asked:

be fairly applied so no single group is paying a
disproportionate share. In the long term, I’d
like to see more tax on things that hurt
society (e.g. pollution) and less on
things that help society (e.g.
employment, income, investment).

‘Now that you’ve seen the budget, are British
Columbians paying enough taxes?’

Bob Bray—North Island (BC Conservatives)

Yes, British Columbians are paying enough taxes. Some of our
tax rates are too high. One of the first places to start reducing
taxes is with the Carbon Tax. This will bring down the price of
gasoline by 7¢ a litre across the whole province. The Carbon Tax
gives the provincial government $1.2 billion each year and I
want to eliminate this tax while balancing the budget every year,
even if it takes several years to get responsibly rid of the Carbon
Tax.
David Coupland— (BC Conservatives)
British Columbians pay enough tax. In fact when you include
direct taxes (income and business) and indirect taxes (fees,
licenses, insurance, MSP premiums, the carbon tax, etc.) we pay
more than any province west of Quebec.
Indirect taxes have increased significantly under the current
government but are hard to recognize. Some can be written off
by business, but they tend to penalize individuals, especially low
income earners and the poor. Indirect taxes are supposed to be
discretionary, but many, such as a drivers license, are not.
We pay a lot of tax, but the current government does not
want us to know this and it conceals their real problem,
spending. They have added more debt than any government in
our history. People will accept taxes if they are transparent and
for a good reason. B.C. needs to return to a system of honesty,
fairness and justification in taxation.

Kassandra Dycke–Comox Valley (BC NDP)
The current government’s unfair tax policies have contributed
to an ever-widening income gap in British Columbia. Banks and
corporations have received multi-billion dollar tax breaks, while
average British Columbians are paying more for health care
insurance, hydro, ferries and more.
The worst example of unfair tax policy was the HST, and I’m
proud of people in the Comox Valley and around BC for forcing
the government to repeal it.
The growing inequality in our province is one of the most
important reasons why we need a change in direction.
I believe we build a healthier society and a stronger economy
when we have a fairer tax system. That’s why I support
measures like reinstituting a capital tax on banks and reversing
the tax breaks to large corporations to 2008 levels. Both of these
modest tax increases to banks and corporations can be used for
the services and programs people need – like homecare for our
seniors and skills training for our youth.

Nick Facey–North Island (BC Liberal)
Yes. Government needs to respect citizens right to live their own
lives, including spending their income in a manner they
determine as individuals, & families. Government needs to
minimize itself and its spending, and maximize the monies that
stay in the earners’ hands. I believe by growing our private sector
economy, faster than the public sector, we can keep income

taxes the lowest in the country, balance our budget while
providing the world class services BC demands, and work
towards a future with zero public debt. Under our current rates
we are investing record amounts in healthcare, increased
spending on education, & are building new schools & hospitals
around the province— not a single hospital was constructed
during the 25% higher income tax rates of the ’90s—it’s about
controlled spending, not higher taxes. Tackling these decisions
today is critical; it is not responsible to pass on our burdens to
future generations, nor should government tax away an
individual’s right to live as they see fit.

Gary Holman–Saanich N & The Islands (BC NDP)
First, the Liberal budget does not provide a true picture of the
province’s finances, since it is based on a massive, one time sale
of public assets, financial accounting tricks and unacceptable
cuts to public services. Second, tax fairness is as important an
issue as overall tax levels.
This government has run budget deficits for the past 5 years,
due to tax reductions disproportionately benefitting very high
income earners and large corporations, and over- reliance on
uncertain resource revenues. Not unsurprisingly, the budget
can be balanced only when markets for resources are booming.
The significant shift from taxes reflecting ability-to-pay to
regressive user-fees, over the past decade, has also exacerbated
child poverty and income inequality in BC, now the worst in
Canada.
The NDP will provide a fully costed platform before the
election, but has committed to raising some taxes and making
them fairer. For example, we will reinstate the capital tax on
banks to fund skills training, and increase income taxes on large
corporations to help pay for public transit improvements.
Leonard Krog—Nanaimo (BC NDP)
In the last decade, while average hourly wages rose at the
slowest pace of any Canadian province between 2001 and 2011,
the cost of day-to-day life has risen sharply. Now, BC is dead
last in the country when it comes to measures of income
equality. Hidden taxes in the form of steadily increasing rates
on government services have continued to erode family income,
while the HST has had a devastating effect on many small
businesses.
After a decade of tax breaks passed along to corporations
and high-income earners and little to make life more affordable
for BC families, our province faces an affordability crisis. To help
bridge the equality divide, government must make a
commitment to fund skills training to help students prepare for
the good jobs of the future, 80% of which will require postsecondary training.
British Columbians are demanding positive change and a
renewed commitment to supporting BC families.
Susan Low–Esquimalt-Royal Roads (BC Green)
Some British Columbians are paying more tax (and government
premiums) than they can afford, while others who might be able
to afford more are uninterested in funding more waste and
inefficiency.
To balance our budget and pay down the provincial debt
while continuing to provide the social services and
infrastructure we expect, the government needs to have a hard
look at its priorities. We need to stop paying such high executive
salaries, make do with fewer shiny mega-projects, and
restructure our programs to be more cost-effective. If people felt
the government was managing their money well, there would
be less resistance to paying the taxes necessary to support the
things we all want to be able to count on.
Taxes and government fees such as MSP premiums need to

Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactable declared candidates in all parties running in:
Alberni Pacific Rim, ComoxValley, CowichanValley, Esquimalt-Royal Roads, Malahat–Juan de Fuca, Nanaimo, Nanaimo–North Cowichan, North
Island, Oak Bay–Gordon Head, Parksville–Qualicum, Powell River–Sunshine Coast, Saanich North & The Islands, Saanich South,Victoria-Beacon
Hill,Victoria–Swan Lake (Barry Avis, Ida Chong, Kerry Davis, Kassandra Dycke, Nick Facey, Rob Fleming, Scott Fraser, Gary Holman, John Horgan,
Steve Housser, Carole James, Leonard Krog, Susan Low, Don McRae, Patrick Muncaster, Adam Olsen, Lana Popham, Bill Routley, Doug Routley,
Nic Simons, Jane Sterk, Michelle Stilwell, Celia Stocker, Claire Trevena, Jessica Van der veen, Andrew Weaver). All responses received are above.
The question was also sent to communications staff: Jonathan Dickie (GP), Glen Sanford (NDP), Michael Roy (NDP), Sam Oliphant (LIB),
Kristy Fredericks (CON).
If your favourite candidate has not responded yet, contact him/her or your party’s communication representative.

Next Edition’s Question To All Candidates:
‘How does BC Ferries fit in with the future of coastal and island communities?’

Adam Olsen–Saanich N & The Islands (BC Green)
Yes. At the 2012 Union of BC Municipalities conference I was
told by the Minister of Finance and the Opposition House
Leader, that the ‘provincial cupboards are bare.’ We need to
improve how we manage tax dollars.
Budgets are the result of government choices. Taxation is
intended to support infrastructure and valuable programs for
our communities. We, as taxpayers, rarely see where our hard
earned tax dollars go. It's not that we don’t want to pay taxes.
We’re willing to pay our fair share but only when we can reap
the benefits promised.
The Province is passing more of their responsibility to
municipalities—forcing annual property tax increases. This
pressure on municipalities translates today to failing
infrastructure and declining services. This is neither acceptable
nor sustainable for our communities.
The Auditor General provides solutions for increased
efficiencies and the streamlining of practices. We need to
develop a public service culture that encourages and rewards
the employees who find efficiencies, and who decrease
spending. Solutions are achievable when we continually strive
to improve ourselves.
Jane Sterk–Victoria-Beacon Hill (BC Green)
Budget 2013 is not a good measure of the adequacy of BC’s tax
revenue. It is balanced as an accounting exercise and has no
relationship to good public policy. Reliance on deficits and the
massive increase in the province’s debt suggests that for at least
30 years, BC’s governments have not had sufficient revenue to
cover expenditures. BC Greens have very different priorities for
the province. We do not support deficit or debt financing.
Greens think, but don’t know, that there may be enough
revenue to match our priorities if we get rid of industry
subsidies, get government out of activities it shouldn’t be in,
increase the efficiencies in every aspect of government, and
reduce the costs of executive salaries. We favour moving to a
decentralized economy with strong local economies, which
would be less expensive because it avoids mega-project
thinking. We would implement a broadly based discussion on
tax reform – possibly done by a Citizens’ Assembly. We would
tax things like pollution, wastefulness and carbon and reduce
tax on goods like payroll and income.

Claire Trevena–North Island (BC NDP)
In the last decade, life has become much more expensive for
British Columbians. The mantra of low taxes ignores the fact
that BC families are paying much more through fees and
regressive flat taxes–and that while corporate taxes have
remained static, and the tax on banks was abolished.
Since BC Ferries was privatized, our fares have gone up by
more than 100% for some routes; last year alone, BC Hydro
rates rose 7%; while basic coverage from ICBC is up by 11%;
MSP premiums are set for an increase in 2013. And we will
continue to pay the HST until the beginning of April.
It is no wonder that BC has the dubious distinction of being
Canada’s least equal province, with the largest gap between its
top and bottom income earners. Both this and the province’s
alarming rate of child poverty–the second highest in the
country–are indications that our government must address the
needs of BC families.
British Columbians deserve intelligent taxation that doesn’t
pass the burden to those who can least afford it.”

Jessica VanderVeen–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC NDP)
The important question is: ‘Are we being taxed fairly?’ User
fees, ferry fares, medical premiums, tuition fees and seniors’
care have all increased dramatically under the Liberal
government. These are regressive taxes – they burden low and
middle income earners and small businesses more than they
burden the rich.
The NDP will reinstitute a capital tax on banks and restore
corporate taxes to 2008 levels. These increases should be
invested in programs to support education and skills training
and improve seniors’ care. There will be no new taxes on small
business.
The BC Liberals posted a bogus budget which includes
selling $800 million in public assets to create the illusion of a
balanced budget. Protecting public assets and urban green
space motivated me to run for office in 2009 and motivates me
today.
I am working to change our approach towards taxes that are
practical and fair, and to ensure we use the revenue for
programs that matter to people. 0
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Barry Avis–Parksville-Qualicum (BC NDP)
How does BC Ferries fit in with future coastal
and island communities?
‘
Our coastal communities depend on the
ferry system as much as people living on the
mainland depend on the highway system. Ferries are an
integral part and parcel of life on island communities.
Unfortunately, coastal communities are reeling under the
impact of unaffordable ferry fares. Ridership on BC ferries is at
an all-time low, and as a result business, tourism, and local
economies are suffering—and so are coastal families. That’s why
we’ve got to change our approach.
An efficient and affordable ferry network is vital for the
future of BC’s coastal communities. The NDP will work with
coastal communities to develop a long term vision for BC Ferries
that serves our needs.
As your MLA, I will fight to make BC Ferries more
affordable, transparent and accountable.

This edition, Island Tides asked:

involve the people from these communities.
Greens would undertake a broadly based
review of BC Ferries from the corporate
structure, to the kind and size of ferries
needed to service communities, to the levels of
service required, to the financing of the ferry service. We
would look at executive salaries, the number of executive
position and the compensation and appointment of people to
the board as part of our review. Clearly, more money or a
different model or some combination of both must be
implemented if we are to maintain an affordable ferry service
to island and coastal communities.

How does BC Ferries fit in with the future of coastal and
island communities?’

Bob Bray—North Island (BC Conservatives)
The BC Ferry system fits in the future as a permanent part of
coastal and island communities. It’s our duty is to provide an
extension of the highway system at the lowest possible cost.
I would like to include BC Ferries in my party’s Spending
Smarter initiative. Right now, however, senior executives at BC
Ferries are shielded from accountability to the Legislature. I
would like to change the legislation so that we could submit
them to scrutiny by MLAs every year.
Kassandra Dycke–Comox Valley (BC NDP)
Our ferries are our lifeline. We need affordable, dependable
ferry service in order for our communities to thrive.
Sadly, under the current government, the ferry system has
become more about serving the executive of the ferries
corporation than serving the people of BC. A great example of
that is the way BC Ferries intends to force a cable ferry on the
people of Denman Island, without any real consultation.
It’s time to change the way government treats BC Ferries.
We need to recognize that affordable, dependable ferry service
is crucial to the well-being of families, businesses and the future
of coastal communities.

Gary Holman–Saanich N & The Islands (BC NDP)
The NDP believes that BC Ferries should be recognized as part
of the public highway for coastal communities. The affordability
and reliability of the ferry system is essential to the economic
wellbeing of these communities and a key policy goal for the
NDP. It is also one of the most important reasons to change
government.
We cannot make any specific commitments regarding fares
until we have had a chance to thoroughly review the finances,
organizational structure and capital plans of the corporation.
We have a responsibility to examine opportunities to
strengthen BC Ferries by controlling costs. For example,
management personnel in the corporation have quadrupled
over the past decade, and the possible use of BC natural gas on
new ships could reduce fuel costs and greenhouse gas
emissions.
I served as CRD Director for Salt Spring and on their Ferry
Advisory Committee for 6 years, and I understand the issues
facing the corporation. As an MLA within an NDP government,
I will be an advocate for a revitalized BC Ferries to support our
island communities.
Maurine Karagianis—Esquimalt-Royal Roads (BC NDP)
BC Ferries is an essential and irreplaceable part of life in the
present and future development of coastal and Island

communities around British Columbia. Coastal communities
who depend on the ferry system have faced significant issues
when it comes to their way of life and their economic vitality
under the current government.
BC Ferries needs to be treated as a vital part of our provincial
transportation infrastructure. In order to fulfill its role it needs
to be given the same level of attention as bridges, rail and road
services. Business, tourism, economic livelihood, Islanders’ way
of life, and the future of coastal communities are all tied
intrinsically to our ferries. In order to serve its role, BC Ferries
must develop a ferry system that is safe, reliable, affordable and
accountable to taxpayers.

Susan Low–Esquimalt-Royal Roads (BC Green)
BC Ferries are a fundamental part of coastal and island life, and
as communities we need the ferry system to fulfill some basic
needs: safety, consistency of service, and affordability. Island
communities have been established with the promise of ferry
service and it's unfair now to pull that away. The ferry service is
like roads and tunnels and bridges to people in other parts of
the province. It's a community need.
We shouldn't pretend that the ferry service can run like a
private business because it must meet the needs of all citizens,
not just those with the means to pay for ferry travel as a luxury
or ‘nice to have’. We must keep rates affordable, even if that
means reducing some of the luxuries like bi-annual
redecoration or onboard spa services. We don't need glamour:
we need to get places safely. BC Ferries should focus on that,
and the BC government should be accountable for ensuring
service levels and affordability are maintained.
Adam Olsen–Saanich N & The Islands (BC Green)
The ferry system is broken. Operating costs continue to rise,
fares increase and customers pay the price again with reduced
ferry services. Ferries aren’t just the extension of the highway,
they are the lifelines and economic ties for residents and
businesses on Vancouver Island and the Southern Gulf Islands.
So where, with the constant need for infrastructure and
continuing fuel cost increases, will the province shave $26M
from its budget? Some say its a bloated bureaucracy that has
mismanaged funding. Some will claim that privatization is to
blame. It is in part, but a black and white perspective still won’t
fix this problem.
South Gulf Island residents are recognizing the need for us
to to think differently and acknowledge that the old system no
longer serves our communities. Ferry advisory committees have
proposed solutions include providing new service models
without reductions in service, a decrease in fares, and a new
funding model. Good work has been done. Solutions have been
proposed. Status quo or new solutions? Now it’s up to us.

Jane Sterk–Victoria-Beacon Hill (BC Green)
BC Greens believe in strong local economies and healthy people,
healthy places. Our principles support decentralized decisionmaking and grassroots democracy. Having appropriate and
efficient transportation systems that serve local communities is
important to the health of those communities. The ferries are
part of life or coastal communities, not just a transportation
service. As such, the solutions to the reform that is needed to
make BC Ferries more accountable to the people of BC must

Michelle Stilwell—Parksville-Qualicum (BCLiberal)
BC Ferries is integral to the future of coastal and island
communities. Those of us that live here must all work together
to find a way to manage the operating costs and the fares to
users.
In today’s economic environment, BC Ferries should
continue to be operated as a business in order to keep costs and
fares down but, at the same time, we must acknowledge that BC
Ferries serves a social purpose allowing islanders to travel and
trade.
Like most business plans, BC Ferries probably did not expect
a significant downturn in the world economy that started in
2007, that plagues us to this day.
It’s important to continue to have a process to receive public
input for potential solutions. Those of us that depend on ferry
services need to work together on solutions including looking
at more successful business models that have been
implemented elsewhere.
Claire Trevena–North Island (BC NDP)
Thousands of people live and work in our coastal communities,
contributing to the wealth and the fabric of BC. Like people who
in live any other part of the province those of us who live on the
coast deserve to have a highways system that is integrated into
the rest of BC’s infrastructure.
There is no question that our ferries are our marine highway;
they link communities with one another. People who work and
live in our coastal communities, many for generations, are
rightfully concerned about the rapidly increasing tolls to use that
highway. We need a long-term vision for BC Ferries that brings
them back to serving the public of BC, not the executive of the
ferries corporation.

Jessica VanderVeen–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC NDP)
BC Ferries is the lifeline for coastal and island communities.
The current goverment’s mismanagement of our ferries
system—including ever increasing fares and reduced services
represents a threat to the economic and social future of the
islands.
I am particularly concerned about the fate of small
businesses on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands as a result
of fare increases. Small businesses need affordable
transportation to remain viable.
On the south island tourism and the film and TV business
provide much-needed economic diversification which impacts
virtually every local business in our area. Increasing costs
threaten the future of these two key economic drivers.
Affordable transportation is essential for artists touring the
islands. Affordable events support vibrant communities which,
in turn, attract tourism.
The BCNDP sees BC Ferries as part of our highways system.
Through meaningful consultation and thoughtful planning for
the long term, we can change BC Ferries for the better, one
practical step at a time.
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Next Edition’s Question To All Candidates:

‘What do you see in the future for BC Hydro?’

ENERGY from page 4

find table 5.8, energy-deficit surplus.
This is what we found. In fiscal year 2013 BCHydro will have
5,200 gigawatt hours more energy than they can use, and that’s
447,000 homes that can be powered with the surplus energy
that BCHydro has been forced to buy because of the BCLiberal
energy policy.
It’s not just in one year. It’s for the next decade. For the next
decade, BCHydro will have a surplus of energy that they paid
this much for, that they can’t sell for this much—a big problem,
and no public debate about that, because we’re not doing it until

now, with a minor amendment to a miscellaneous statute
amendment. We’re not talking about this at the Utilities
Commission. We’re not talking to ratepayers about the
enormous cost that this surplus will be on their pocketbooks,
now and into the future.
Rate shock is coming, brothers and sisters. Rate shock is
coming because of misguided BCLiberal policies, and this
amendment is designed to hide the integrated resource plan
from the public until after the next election.
We have a whole host of emerging energy issues that we
need to address in British Columbia, but rather than do that

here, rather than do that at the Utilities Commission, the
BCLiberals have said, ‘Let’s push that out beyond the game.
Let’s put it out after the election,’ so that they don’t have to talk
directly to British Columbians about the absolute disaster that’s
been the BCLiberal energy policy.
I very much look forward to talking about this during the
election campaign in communities right across British
Columbia. I’ll be going up to Whistler. I know that the member
from Sea to Sky will be welcoming me there, and I’ll be happy
to talk about this disastrous policy that they’re trying to hide in
a miscellaneous statutes amendment act. 0
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What Your Candidates Say…
This edition, Island Tides asked:

‘What do you see in the future for BCHydro?’

Barry Avis–Parksville-Qualicum (BC NDP)
Mismanagement of BC Hydro by the current government is
running our once-proud crown Corporation into the ground.
This has resulted in ever-increasing power rates, which has
made life for seniors and ordinary hard working families very
difficult.
This has to stop. As an MLA I will work to restore the
regulatory role of the BC Utilities Commission so that the
corporation is more accountable to the people. I also think the
Commission should examine opt-out options for people who
don’t want wireless smart meters in their homes.
I want to stop further privatization of BC rivers for private
power production, and I support the NDP commitment to
review existing independent power projects to ensure that the
public interest is protected.
Long term planning with emphasis on energy conservation
is key to putting BC Hydro back on its feet. I am committed to
restoring BC Hydro as a source of clean, affordable energy for
all British Columbians.

developments on many of our wild rivers. They have also
precluded the BC Utilities Commission (the independent
watchdog representing electricity consumers) from reviewing
billions of dollars in power projects and infrastructure that will
result in much higher costs for ratepayers and environmental
impacts than necessary.
The NDP are committed to keeping BC Hydro and our rivers
in public hands. We will also reinstate BCUC’s authority to
review all new power projects and the possibilities for smart
meter opt out provisions.
The NDP will encourage public and private investments in
sustainable energy such as wind, solar and geothermal.
However, it is also important to remember that energy
conservation is still one of the best investments we can make to
create thousands of jobs, save money for households, improve
business competitiveness, and reduce our environmental and
carbon footprint.

Leonard Krog—Nanaimo (BC NDP)
The independent oversight of the BC Utilities Commission must
Bob Bray—North Island (BC Conservatives)
be brought back. In recent years, the Liberal government
I see a great future for BC Hydro. I am proud that BC is selfstopped the BCUC from reviewing millions of dollars’ worth of
sufficient in hydro-electricity. I am gratified that decisions made private power contracts before they were signed by the province.
decades ago mean that BC Hydro now makes money every year
As a result, the Liberals locked us into these contracts that
when it trades power (selling expensive and buying cheap) with force the province to buy private power at very high prices, and
Alberta and Washington.
sell low across the border during peak periods.
In recent years, however, BC Hydro has been poorly
The Utility Commission’s rate hearings were also cancelled
managed in several areas. The list of issues includes smart
by the Liberal government, denying an opportunity for the
meters and rising debt plus Independent Power Producers and public to comment on BC Hydro’s future and stalling the
their 40-year contractual obligations. On top of that are the
development of a long term plan for hydro until after the
‘phantom’ profits used to help balance the provincial budget. I election.
use the word ‘phantom’ because the Auditor General says these
Finally, the BCUC was also blocked from reviewing the
profits do not exist.
billion dollar smart meter program before it was forced on
BC Hydro should start using proper accounting methods.
British Columbians. If elected government, we will ask the
BC Hydro should use its real profits first to sustain itself and
BCUC to look at opt-out options for the smart meter program
second to develop future projects to meet our electricity needs. for people who do not want them.
I would like to see BC Hydro given a specific mandate so that Susan Low–Esquimalt-Royal Roads (BC Green)
it stops paying a dividend into provincial government general
With our increasing use of electricity for technology, heating
revenue and instead uses any funds beyond this mandate to
and automobiles, we need to make sure our province has secure,
reduce electricity rates.
affordable and renewable energy production. Unfortunately,
Kassandra Dycke–Comox Valley (BC NDP)
For decades BC Hydro had a proud history of meeting the
energy needs of British Columbians. But in recent years
government mismanagement has caused higher hydro rates
and wasteful spending. BC Hydro has wasted billions of dollars
on expensive contracts with private power supplies and
misguided projects such as the imposition of smart meters.
New Democrats are committed to bringing accountability
back to BC Hydro by reinstating the regulatory role of the BC
Utilities Commission to protect consumers. I also believe the
Commission should review options to allow people to opt out
of wireless smart meters.
I feel strongly we need a much stronger emphasis on energy
conservation so that we don’t need to rely on potentially
destructive new power projects.
As an MLA, I will work hard to restore BC Hydro’s role as a
vital public resource that provides BC families with clean,
affordable energy.

BC Hydro has become a political beast, instead of truly serving
the BC public’s best interest.
BC Hydro needs to evolve into a public organization that
manages our heritage hydroelectric assets while overseeing the
development of community-owned power generation projects.
BC Hydro should focus on enabling district energy solutions
instead of building the Site C dam, so remote from energy users.
BC Hydro should be a central driving force in educating
customers and encouraging power conservation. As a large
organization it lacks the nimbleness and culture to be innovative
in developing new energy tech, so it should work in partnership
with BC’s clean tech industry, under careful regulation.
Right now the BC government views BC Hydro as an income
source, which sets up a false incentive to be profitable at the
expense of domestic customers. We need BC Hydro to be
sustainable and responsive to citizens’ needs.

Adam Olsen–Saanich N & The Islands (BC Green)
BC Hydro is our largest public utility. Its operational strategy
John Horgan—Malahat-Juan de Fuca (BC NDP)
has created complex problems that the next government will
Putting our provincial utility back in order will be a priority for inherit and be forced to correct.
a New Democrat government.New Democrats understand the
Stable consumer pricing is the result of deferring some
vital role that BCHydro plays in delivering clean, reasonablyexpenses and making them payable in future years—currently
priced energy to BC families.
to the tune of $2.1 billion. While we enjoy clean, competitivelyWe need to make BCHydro better, and bring it back to being priced electricity, the utility is kicking billions of dollars worth
the crown jewel that it once was before the current government of costs down the road with no plan to address them. Even
signed private power contracts that will cost the province more Stephen Harper’s own accounting system for Canada is moving
than $1 billion over the next four years.
to disallow deferred accounting practices so that future
New Democrats will restore the badly eroded independent generations aren’t mired in debt.
oversight of the BC Utilities Commission.
And it’s not just about pricing, the Smart Meter program
A New Democrat government would also ask the BCUC to
left many customers feeling that a wireless digital reader was
review opt-out options for the smart meter program, similar to forced on them. How can the utility mend relationships with its
other jurisdictions like Quebec where customers are allowed to customers, and perhaps more importantly, how does it intend
keep their wired meters for a modest fee.
Gary Holman–Saanich N & The Islands (BC NDP)
BC Hydro is one of the province’s most important economic
assets, but it must be managed to better serve the public
interest.
BCLiberals have privatized part of Hydro’s operations
(despite promises to the contrary), and allowed private power

Next Edition’s Question: Do you believe that provincial

programs for low income individuals are adequate? Are
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on repaying back the billions of dollars in deferral accounts it
has accumulated?
Finally, if each of us does our part, we can reduce our energy
consumption, lowering our demand and waste. Let’s start today.
StephenPRoberts—Saanich N & The Islands (BCLiberal)
BC Hydro is a huge asset to our province. It has been ever since
it was first established, being a key building block in the
development of modern British Columbia. This utility is an
economic driver for BC and a vehicle through which we can
achieve our goals under the Clean Energy Act. If we are to
reduce our greenhouse gas emissions as outlined under theAct,
clean electricity will be more important than ever.
BC Hydro has a significant part to play in helping us achieve
these energy goals. As a public utility, BC Hydro is in the hands
of British Columbians, where its focus can be on sustainability,
and renewable energy. As envisioned by the legislation that
created it, BC Hydro will continue to help us maintain our
competitive advantage with some of the lowest electricity rates
in North America, to the benefit of individuals and businesses
alike in our province.
Michelle Stilwell—Parksville-Qualicum (BCLiberal)
BC Hydro plays a critical role in the management of the
province’s energy. In particular, due to our present level of
reliance on hydro-electric power.
While this source of energy has many advantages over most
alternatives, the method still needs to be well managed to
optimize the value of BC Hydro to it’s owners - British
Columbians. Hydro-electric power has been around for along
time. New technologies have been developed since it’s
inception. As with any new technologies, risk must be
considered along with advantages. This includes, social,
economic and environmental risk.
The current relationship between BC Hydro and the
Provincial Government allows for both innovation and public
input. Everyone is not always happy with change, but this
system is designed for communication and thoughtful
implementation of change, along with oversight by the
Provincial Government on behalf of all British Columbians.
Jessica VanDerVeen–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC NDP)
Over many decades BC Hydro has been our province’s pride.
But years of government mismanagement have resulted in
skyrocketing hydro rates, the privatization of our rivers for
private power production, and the waste of over $1 billion on
smart meters.
Oak Bay-Gordon Head has a large number of seniors with
fixed incomes and these higher rates are posing significant
hardships on them. Higher rates are a barrier for small
businesses and deter big businesses from setting up shop in the
province as well.
New Democrats will restore the independent oversight of
the BC Utilities Commission which the government have
eroded so badly.
We will also ask the utilities commission to examine options
for opting out of the smart meter program. In other jurisdictions
customers are allowed to keep their wired meters, and that
could be an option here.
Andrew Weaver–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC Green)
I believe that BC needs to become a renewable energy
powerhouse in the North American market. And BC Hydro, in
its current form, isn’t yet enabled to be that visionary
organization. However, with a few changes, we could lead BC
into a clean energy future.
To do this, the Clean Energy Act needs to be amended so
that 100% of our electricity is renewable. As larger components
of the transportation fleet are electrified and emissions pricing
becomes a reality in a growing number of places (including
California now with their cap and trade system), there will be
increasing demand for renewables in the future. BC must be a
major supplier of green energy.
A process needs to be established to allow local communities
to have input into the type and scale of power projects that they
would like to see developed. Engaging local communities with
industry early in the process can establish a sense of local
ownership and buy-in, thereby capitalizing on our natural
resource capability and providing jobs today and for future
generations.

Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactable candidates in all parties running in: Alberni Pacific Rim, Comox Valley, Cowichan Valley, Esquimalt-Royal Roads, Malahat–Juan de Fuca, Nanaimo,
Nanaimo–North Cowichan, North Island, Oak Bay–Gordon Head, Parksville–Qualicum, Powell River–Sunshine Coast, Saanich North & The Islands, Saanich South,Victoria-Beacon Hill, and Victoria–Swan Lake.
All responses received are above. If your favourite candidate has not responded yet, contact him/her or your party’s communication representative. If you know of an independent, please let us know.
Does anyone know how to get in touch with independent candidate Brunie Brunie in Nanaimo-North Cowichan?
www.islandtides.com

ISLAND TIDES, April 25, 2013, Page 7

BC ELECTION

BC ELECTION

2013 - What Your Candidates Say - 2013

Chris Aiken—Comox Valley (BC Green)
homeless people do not tend to live on the streets in
A just-released UNICEF report ranks Canada 17th
rural areas. A number of factors effect homelessness
among 29 nations in overall child well-being.
including a struggling economy and a lack of
Among provinces, BC ranks at the bottom in
resources for mental health and addictions.
Do you believe that provincial programs for low income individuals
Canada for child poverty. How did we let this
All federal housing subsidies will end in 2017
happen? Twelve years of bad Liberal policies
making matters worse. We need more investment
are adequate? Are homeless and low income housing programs in low-income housing and to make mental health
have driven the growing inequality in this
province. When the BC Progress Board documented
and addictions a priority.
adequate? Should they be extended to rural areas? How?
our bad standing within Canada, Christy Clark
Jane Sterk–Victoria-Beacon Hill (BC Green)
abolished the Board in 2011. All of this speaks to a
Provincial programs for low-income individuals and action
colossal failure on the part of the Campbell and Clark
of $30 billion their last fiscal year), to fund needs-based grants on homelessness and housing affordability are completely
government.
inadequate. However, only a completely new way of thinking
for skills training. We’ll also reallocate existing spending to
The Green Book 2013 (see link below) on pages 13 to 16
reach more families with early education and childcare benefits. can address the systemic and deliberate strategies that keep
contains a comprehensive plan to resolve this situation. It
poor people impoverished. A blame-the-victim-then-rescueThese investments yield strong economic returns by
includes a simpler Guaranteed Liveable Income to replace all
him/her mentality leads to the fact that one million dollars a
stabilizing families and the marginalized, increasing
existing income assistance programs. We need also to end the
productivity, and reducing social costs such as unemployment day can be spent in the Downtown East Side with no positive
war in our schools, and to use education to create paths to
impact on the lives of the people to live there.
and crime.
success for all. Also, revisions of our provincial labour laws can
The solutions BC Greens propose come from recognizing the
Carole James—Victoria-Beacon Hill (BCNDP)
lead to greater job access.
societal causes of multi-generation poverty and a premise that
We can't prosper when part of the workforce is overworked, Addressing poverty and inequality in our province should be a poverty can be eliminated. We propose adopting a Guaranteed
key priority of the next government. In the last 12 years, life has
while many struggle for lack of employment.
Livable Income (GLI) accompanied by parallel programs that
become less affordable for BC families, with the cost of living on
(http://www.greenparty.bc.ca/green_book_2013 ).
address the needs of people living in poverty—housing,
the rise and wages stagnant. This has left us with the dubious
Barry Avis–Parksville-Qualicum (BC NDP)
education and training, job creation, childcare, parenting, and
distinction of being Canada’s least equal province.
The last decade has seen inequality in British Columbia rise
treatment for mental health, addictions and other health
As Official Opposition, we have been calling on the
dramatically. Hikes in service fees and surprises such as the
conditions more generally. GLI would reduce the need for
government to institute a province-wide poverty reduction
HST have made the day to day lives of ordinary British
dedicated social housing, which carries with it the potential for
strategy with targets and timelines to address this critical
Columbians less affordable. It is therefore absolutely essential
stigma.
situation in our province. Yet the Liberal government has
for the next government to address the issue of inequity and
BC Greens believe services should be available where people
repeatedly refused to follow the lead of seven other provinces
poverty. The NDP has repeatedly called on the government to
live so rural areas would be included. Canada’s successful
that have a similar plan in place or in development.
address this key issue.
experiment with GLI was in rural Manitoba.
The past decade has also brought little creation of low
BC NDP has also tabled a Poverty Reduction Act, which
income housing for families, and cuts were made to the budget Claire Trevena–North Island (BC NDP)
would have resulted in a comprehensive poverty reduction plan.
No, these programs are not adequate. Income assistance and
of BC Housing in both 2012 and 2013 despite a housing waitlist
It was unfortunately rejected by the government. I believe that
of three to five years. The next government must work with all disability payments do not meet the basic needs of recipients
everyone in the province should have equal access to programs
groups -- the private sector, municipal and federal governments, and, in fact, force many of them into greater poverty. Further,
irrespective of where they live. Similarly, budget cuts to BC
and non-profits -- to increase the province’s stock of rental and there have been major cuts to the social housing program.
Housing have also resulted in fewer low cost housing units. An
There are people throughout BC who, for various reasons,
supportive housing.
NDP government is committed to improving the lives of the
require equitable support. Under 12 years of BC Liberal
Susan Low–Esquimalt-Royal Roads (BC Green)
most vulnerable. We will make better use of our resources to
governance the inequality gap has widened considerably. This
Programs to help low income individuals and families are not
grow the middle class and create economic opportunities
is unjust and unacceptable. We must develop a truly equitable
just inadequate; they are poorly coordinated and damaging to
through education and skills training so we can help British
social safety net to ensure no one is left struggling to meet basic
the dignity and opportunities of citizens and residents of our
Columbians break out of the cycle of poverty.
needs. A failure to do so marginalizes adults and children.
province.
Bob Bray—North Island (BC Conservatives)
Equality of opportunity is a foundation of the NDP platform.
Getting help when you are down should be something
I do not know the answers to these questions but I do think
So is the necessity for substantive investment in social
people can count on in our society, but what you can count on
that programs for low income individuals and homeless
housing in all communities, including rural communities. And
in BC is facing a labyrinth of paperwork, long wait times for help,
individuals need to be improved.
there must be local consultation in developing social housing
and a dose of humiliation for your past mistakes.
For low income individuals I want to explore new solutions
programs. In establishing these programs we need to
Mental health and housing programs should be closely
for those who find themselves on provincial programs for the
distinguish between essential emergency shelters for homeless
linked together, in urban and rural areas. People don’t just face
second generation. I think a new program that offers an increase
individuals and families and the longer-term necessity of
homelessness in the cities, nor should people have to come to a
in financial support for them, together with a voluntary
creating safe, clean affordable housing which is, after all, a basic
city to find help.
connection to a community organization as their primary
human right.
Income assistance programs need to provide a realistic
program contact, could be developed.
budget for people to live on in a safe place with decent nutrition, Jessica VanderVeen–Oak Bay-Gordon Head (BC NDP)
For homeless individuals I would like to see more small scale
Inequality undermines economic growth. BC Liberal cuts
and chances to get back on their feet.
housing with a mental health component managed by
and mismanagement have given rise to BC having the highest
We know that health and policing costs rise when more
individuals in a local community that participates voluntarily in
people are living at the edge of poverty. It’s not going to cost us poverty rate in Canada. It’s unfortunate that despite working
such arrangements.
full time many people still live in poverty
more to provide a real social safety net.
If elected I would ask knowledgeable government officials to
New Democrats are committed to reducing inequality by
Adam Olsen–Saanich N & The Islands (BC Green)
evaluate my proposals.
taking a number of practical steps. One such step is to improve
Programs for low-income British Columbians aren’t
Gary Holman–Saanich N & The Islands (BC NDP)
access to skills training and education. This will create good jobs,
adequate, neither are housing programs satisfactory.
It is unacceptable that income inequality and child poverty
build ladders of opportunity and reduce inequality. The BC
Over the past decade the province has offered temporary
in BC have been the highest in Canada. The Liberals have
NDP’s Poverty Reduction Act will be a concrete step towards
short-term fixes in housing rather than long-term solutions.
ignored and exacerbated such inequality for the past 12 years,
building a comprehensive poverty reduction program for low
From 2005 to 2010, 280 new social housing units were built in
and homelessness is at unprecedented levels. As an economist,
income British Columbians across the province, including in
the province (CCPA, 2010). More units have been built since,
I believe this weakens our communities and economy.
rural areas.
but not nearly enough to address the need.
The NDP have announced several measures to create a fairer
Liberal cuts to previously robust provincial programs have
I work in First Nations housing across the country. Through
tax system, and have consistently advocated a comprehensive
fuelled a housing crisis in BC. A new BC NDP government will
my experience working on reserves I have learned that
poverty reduction plan with clear objectives and timelines. All
work with municipal and federal governments, the private
homelessness is a complex social issue, not just a building
levels of government need to collaborate more effectively to
sector and non-profit organizations to ensure that the province’s
problem. The current federal and provincial governments’
develop affordable housing. As former president of a non-profit
stock of rental and supportive housing is increased. I view
market approach to housing does not take care of our societies
housing provider and Salt Spring CRD Director, I can help
poverty and homelessness as urgent issues that demand
most vulnerable citizens.
facilitate such partnerships. Education is a vital tool to address
compassionate and practical responses that deliver positive
Every community has a homeless problem although
poverty. We will reinstate the capital tax on banks (with profits
change.

This edition, Island Tides asked:

Island Tides emailed the above question to all contactab le declared candidates in all par ties running in: Alberni Pacific Rim, Comox Valley, Cowichan Valley, Esquimalt-Royal Roads, Malahat–Juan de Fuca, Nanaimo,
Nanaimo–North Cowichan, North Island, Oak Bay–Gordon Head, Parksville–Qualicum, Powell River–Sunshine Coast, Saanich North & The Islands, Saanich South,Victoria-Beacon Hill,Victoria–Swan Lake

(Chris Aikman, Barry Avis, Ida Chong, Kerry Davis, Kassandra Dycke, Nick Facey, Rob Fleming, Scott Fraser, Gary Holman, John
Horgan, Steve Housser, Carole James, Maurine Karagianis, Leonard Krog, Susan Low, Don McRae, Patrick Muncaster, Adam Olsen,
Lana Popham, Stephen Roberts, Bill Routley, Doug Routley, Nic Simons, Jane Sterk, Michelle Stilwell, Celia Stocker, Claire Trevena,
Jessica Van der veen, Andrew Weaver).

All responses received are above.The question was also sent to communications staff: Stefan Jonsson (GP), Glen Sanford (NDP), Michael Roy (NDP), Sam Oliphant (LIB), Kristy Fredericks (CON). If your favourite
candidate has not responded yet, contact him/her or your party’s communication representative.

Island Tides’ Final Question: ‘How do we develop the participation of our natural capital of informed,
experienced seniors and how do we keep them healthy?’
www.islandtides.com
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‘How do we develop the participation of our natural capital of informed,
experienced seniors and how do we keep them healthy?’

2013

Chris Aikman—Comox Valley
(BC Green)
The first step in such a plan would be to
maintain a healthy environment of clean air,
clean water, unspoiled greenspace. We should
improve home and community care to keep
seniors as active and independent as possible,
while giving voice to their wishes.
We must encourage a preventative approach
to health, and seek to avoid the burdens of
preventable chronic conditions such as heart
disease and diabetes. We must be more
proactive against the continuing overprescribing of drugs.
Restoration of the recently-defunded
Therapeutics Initiative will help eliminate the
overuse of costly and often damaging
prescription drugs. These goals and many more
are outlined in the Green Book 2013 available
online at greenparty.bc.ca. All successful
societies have thrived by drawing on the wisdom
of their elders. There are manifold ways we can
do likewise.
Bob Bray—North Island
(BC Conservatives)
Number one is we do not tell them what to
do. We need to offer programs that interest
them. The way to do this is to come up with
funding that follows the choices of seniors.
There are many programs and services on offer
now at community centers and at independent
seniors organizations. But these often get block

This edition, Island Tides asked:

grants from the local municipal government and
special grants from the federal government
whether they are attended by many or a few.
A new funding arrangement is required
whereby when a senior attends an activity, the
sponsor of that activity gets a fee from
government over and above what the ticket price
for that event might be. If elected, I would ask
government officials to evaluate my proposal.

Gary Holman–Saanich N & The Islands
(BC NDP)
The NDP will invest in home support care to
help keep seniors out of very costly hospital and
residential care beds, and more engaged with
their families and friends. We will restore other
health services and invest in multi-disciplinary
health clinics, particularly in rural areas, that will
help keep seniors in their communities.
We’ll reduce the cost of drugs to ensure
equitable access for all seniors. We will require
hospitals to provide healthier, local produce on
their menus. For seniors in residential care, we
will improve standards of care.
We will reinvest part of the carbon tax in
public transit and pedestrian and cycling
infrastructure, improving access to community
services and supporting a healthier lifestyle for
all ages.
Our poverty reduction plan, including
construction of 1,500 units per year of affordable
housing, will help seniors living in poverty. We
will increase earnings exemptions for social
assistance, which will help poor seniors

Location: Sansum Narrows
Start: Thursday, May 9
Anticipated Completion: Saturday, June 1
Working days and times: Seven days a week, 8:00 a.m.to 8:00 p.m.

INFORMATION FOR SALT SPRING ISLAND
AND MAPLE BAY RESIDENTS
Please be advised that BC Hydro will be doing work on transmission
infrastructure in and around Sansum Narrows. The work requires the use
of helicopters and large equipment.
To ensure the safety of our crews and the public, Sansum Narrows will
be closed to marine trafﬁc on May 9, May 10, May 13 and May 14. For the
duration of the project a water taxi will be used at the work zone to manage
marine trafﬁc. Delays and temporary closures are expected.
We appreciate your understanding while we undertake this important work
and apologize for any inconvenience.

3861

For more information please contact:

www.islandtides.com

Susan Low–Esquimalt-Royal Roads
(BC Green)
Seniors have a great depth of knowledge and
skills to offer through work, volunteering and
mentoring younger generations. Through
regional social trusts, we should make sure we’re
building more community programs that bridge
generations. I’m especially interested in seeing
seniors who have run businesses provide
mentorship to younger entrepreneurs, to make
sure we don’t lose skills in our small businesses
which represent over half of BC employment.
Seniors’ health is a community issue. Having
more nurse practitioners will increase access to
medical care at lower cost. We also need to
provide help for transitions from hospital back
to home, and for changes in living arrangements
as seniors need more support. Affordable
housing for seniors should be a government
priority.
We need to invest in keeping seniors active,
and helping them live independently for as long
as possible with community-based services like
volunteer drivers and companionship. By
helping seniors to participate in the arts and
create connections with younger community
members, we can keep seniors physically and
mentally healthy.
Mayo McDonough—Nanaimo–North
Cowichan (BC Green)
In the Green Boook,the Green Party has a
full policy for Healthy Seniors which focuses on
four goals: improving home and community
care; giving a voice to patients; providing social
support networks; and improving public
reporting. This includes providing home
support and home care programs and assisted
living services so seniors can remain in their
own homes and would make available financial
assistance to families who provide home care
for seniors. One direct area that relies on the
knowledge of seniors is to expand BC’s Chronic
Disease Self-Management Program. I
personally participate in the UVic Pain SelfManagement Program and find it amazingly
effective.
But the brilliantly simple strategy is to focus
government effort and resources on local
economies. By supporting community
networks and services, and by encouraging
local businesses, our seniors are well placed to
be active participants and advocates in local
governance, non-profit and business
enterprises. Add to this the Guaranteed Livable
Income which unifies all income support
programs and a commitment to fund
affordable housing through local governments
and cooperative or non-profit partnerships.

SANSUM NARROWS TRANSMISSION LINE
REFURBISHMENT PROJECT

BC Hydro Community Relations, Vancouver Island
Phone: 250 755 4713
Email: vancouverisland.communityrelations@bchydro.com

participate in the workplace.
We will establish a Seniors’ Representative
to ensure that seniors have a dedicated and
independent advocate regarding government
services.

Adam Olsen–Saanich N & The Islands
(BC Green)
We need to encourage greater connectivity
between generations in our society. Elders are
an important resource for our children and it is
unfortunate that they have opportunities to
share their experiences.
In order to achieve better connections we
should encourage multi-generational housing,
co-locating seniors and childcare services, and
investing in developing age-friendly
communities. Many immigrant cultures, as
well as my own First Nations’ culture,
commonly live with several generations in the
same home. We can draw on those lifestyles to
find ways to bring intergenerational
experiences back to our society.
Municipalities need greater flexibility in
their land use plans and community plans to
allow for more creative housing solutions to
keep housing costs down and families together.
Co-location of services encourages more
interaction between generations and age-

Thanks to all our
candidates for
particpating since
January!

friendly communities allow seniors to get
around our residential and commercial centres.
It has been shown that quality interactions
between generations improves the quality of life
for old and for the young. We can enhance our
quality of life and ultimately our health by
enhancing interpersonal connections.

Jane Sterk–Victoria-Beacon Hill (BC
Green)
Seniors are an underutilized resource. In
other cultures, elders are venerated, consulted
on issues and their wisdom informs decisions
that are made. I hear great ideas from seniors.
One woman suggested seniors have great ideas
for how to get children into our empty
playgrounds. Another senior told me that she
takes it upon herself to help other seniors adjust
to assisted living. In my Rotary Club, we have a
ninety-year-old who continues to mentor young
adults with whom he started playing chess when
they attended inner-city George Jay elementary.
Those impressive young people credit Jack with
helping them become so successful.
Keeping seniors healthy is relatively simple.
Engagement in community is a powerful
foundation for continued good health. Providing
the services that seniors need when they need
them and where they live is critically important.
That means investing in services like home care,
cleaning, and yard work as well as community
based wellness and health promotion medical
services.
I hope to create a seniors advisory council to
assist me in my work as MLA.
Claire Trevena–North Island (BC NDP)
I’ve observed that more and more seniors
are, within the realities of the creaks and pains
of aging, staying healthy and active. I see them
participating in all sorts of activities. Indeed a
fair number are actively engaged in this election
campaign.
Where I believe the rest of us can assist is by
enabling seniors to stay in their homes for as
long as possible so they can continue to remain
active in their communities. To this end, the
BCNDP has pledged to expand home support
and community care. To help seniors stay
healthy at home as long as possible, we will
strengthen primary and community care,
especially in rural areas, by improving access to
teams of multi-disciplinary health professions
like nurse practitioners.
The longer seniors can comfortably stay in
their homes, near to friends and family, the
more likely it is they will be able to stay active
and involved and the more all of us will benefit
from having them continue contributing to our
communities through their diverse and
productive activities.
Jessica Van der Veen–Oak Bay-Gordon
Head (BC NDP)
Seniors in Oak Bay-Gordon Head play
prominent roles in many aspects of community
life, and they make major contributions to
making our community a better place to live and
work. I am proud of my work defending seniors’
facilities such as Oak Bay Lodge and Mount
Tolmie Hospital from closure.
In and around Oak Bay-Gordon Head, we
have many services that make life better for
seniors, including the health care options
available at the Health Point Care Centre, and
the programs offered at the Monterey
Recreation Centre. These community services
help keep seniors in their own homes, and they
reduce pressure elsewhere in our health care
system. The BC NDP has pledged more and
better community and home care services. I will
work to make transit easier to access. I recognize
the need to improve access to housing options
such as independent living and assisted living.
The services I mention are enriched and guided
by our seniors. A new NDP government will
support seniors so they continue to be a vital
part of community life.’ 0

