
M
y Prime Minister doesn’t speak for me when he
expresses his unwavering support for Israel in the
current conflict being fought between Israel and

Hezbollah. He has been praised for standing by his
‘convictions.’ But what if his ‘convictions’ are unwise, and not
shared by Canadians?

Canada is already committed over the long-term to fighting
the ‘Taliban’ in Afghanistan. Now my Prime Minister may be
getting Canada into more serious trouble. 

It was perfectly clear, when the conflict between Hezbollah
and Israel started, that both sides had planned and prepared
well in advance. The excuse that touched it off didn’t matter,
and still doesn’t. Both sides started with acts of terrorism—
Hezbollah with random rocketry aimed at Israeli cities, Israel
with somewhat more accurate airstrikes aimed at Lebanese
cities and infrastructure. Military targets, said Israel. We have a
right of self-defense, said Israel. We have that right too, said
Hezbollah. 

Nonsense. These atrocities are either aggression or
vengeance, neither of which are justified by the excuses
provided. The US has appealed to Israel for ‘restraint.’ Israel
has ordered its ‘defense forces’ to avoid killing civilians. It is
hard to believe that either appeal has had any effect. And the
US has made itself an obstacle to peace efforts by insisting on
conditions that make an early cease fire impossible.

Damage and death in Lebanon far exceeds that in Israel, for
the simple reason that Israel, lavishly armed by the United
States, can destroy and kill more effectively than Hezbollah,
armed by Iran. But Hezbollah hides its weapons in Lebanese

villages, and many of  Hezbollah’s fighters are Lebanese. So
both sides hold fragile Lebanon hostage. 

But who are the ‘sides’ and what are the implications for the
entire sad and embattled region, or as US officials have
described it, ‘the new Middle East’. If this were a purely local
terrorist contest, it would be stupid and destructive, and one
would think that the efforts by many responsible nations to
effect a cease-fire would have borne fruit by now.  

But rather than a war between Israel and Hezbollah, these
combatants are simply proxies for a war between Iran and the
US. 

And the only nation that has echoed and supported the
US/Israeli position is Canada. This has come as a shock to
Canadians, who have traditionally supported a neutral position
in all world conflicts, both out of moral principle and because
Canada is a nation composed, more now than ever, of
immigrants from many nations. 

I’m beginning to wonder if, in fact, the world now believes
Canada is complicit in this ‘proxy war’ between the US and Iran.
Is Israel a proxy for Canada as well? Have we become part of the
problem, rather than having the freedom to contribute to a
solution? Are Canadians complicit in the destruction of
Lebanon?

I’d like my Prime Minister to remember that he is not the
President of  Canada. I’d like him to remember that he is merely
the leader of the largest party in a minority parliament. I’d like
him to think and consult with Canadians before he speaks for
Canada on the world stage. Are you listening to us, Mr Harper?
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