
C
anadians need to get used to minority government. With
four viable federal political parties, and a fifth (the Green
Party) in the wings, there seems to be a fair chance that

the next election, whenever it occurs, will not result in a
majority for any of them. 

The nation, after all, voted for a minority government. The
pronounced regional differences which characterize the present
House of Commons may be a rather crude and unsophisticated
way of accomplishing this, but they do roughly represent how
the voters voted.

The government also needs to get used to minority
government. The Harper government, like the Martin
government before it, has stated that it will govern as if it had a
majority. This didn’t work for the Liberals, and it is not working
for the Conservatives. In fact, the only significant vote in the life
of the current government—the vote to extend Canada’s
participation in the Afghan war—was won only through the
most cynical manipulation of  time, information and loyalties.

The Prime Minister now whines that the three other parties
are blocking ‘the will of the people’ in failing to support
legislation introduced by the Conservatives. What childish
nonsense! They are reflecting the will of the people, as they
voted.

The government has made much of its determination to
deliver on its election promises. But Canadians are tired of
being presented with predetermined fragments of ideology

dressed up as government. 
They are also tired of overtly partisan positions and empty

‘debate’ including opposing for the sake of opposition and the
trading of gratuitous insults across the Commons chamber.

What they would like is initiatives which represent the best
that can be arrived from discussion—and yes, outright
argument—between the best brains from all the parties. 

The ‘dead on arrival’ status of the government’s pitiful
‘Clean Air’ legislation was a reflection of a deliberate failure to
consult the other parties before presenting it. It is unfortunate
that, in order to achieve any negotiation at all, the NDP had to
corner the Prime Minister, who was then remarkably quick to
agree to a committee with some powers to make major
changes. The result may well be compromise and
improvement, but also, inevitably and unfortunately, delay.

There is a myth that the party with the most seats is the
government, and all the other parties are opposition. This is not
true. All the Members of Parliament are the government (much
as all those who have been called to the bar are ‘officers of the
court.’ They are all responsible for ensuring the quality of the
government of all of Canada.

One final thought. Should Canada adopt any form of
proportional representation, we may expect continued
minority governments, albeit somewhat more truly
representative ones. So we’d better learn how to operate them.
Now would be a good time to start. 0
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