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Forest Land Reserve gone; communities denied role - Carolyn Canfield

On August 3, as the last step in dismantling the Forest Land
Reserve, the provincial government put into force new rules for
privately-owned managed forest. The Private Managed Forest
Land Act and Regulations (PMFL) will be administered by the
PMFL Council, a non-government regulatory body consisting of
government and landowner representatives.

The Private Managed Forest Land Act says, ‘A local
government must not adopt a bylaw that would restrict the
following activities....” So here’s what might take place near your
property without any local input to limit industrial, commercial
and residential activities to a community scale.

‘Forest management activities include the following:

a) silviculture and timber harvesting activities;

b) transportation, delivery, handling and sale;

¢) dryland sorting and scaling;

d) road, bridge and trail construction and maintenance;

e) drilling and blasting;

f) aggregate production and processing;

g) storage and repair of equipment and vehicles;

h) slash and prescribed burning;

i) treatment of noxious weeds, introduced plants, competing
vegetation, other pests and damaging agents;

j) protecting forest crops including but not limited to fire
protection and suppression and wildlife management;

k) safety and security measures;

1) water storage, including reservoirs for providing water for
fire protection purposes or other use;

m) agroforestry and silvopasture systems;

n) soil production, improvement or processing;

0) site rehabilitation and improvement;

p) disposal of wood waste;

q) harvesting and sale of botanical forest products;

r) portable processing of forest resources;

s) one dwelling per registered parcel unless additional
dwellings are permitted under applicable local bylaws;

t) forest management administration, including
accommodation of personnel.’

—Private Managed Forest Land Regulation, Order in Council 828,
approved and ordered July 22, 2004

‘Preferential’ Tax Class

A total of 903,000 hectares attracts BC’s preferential ‘managed
forest’ assessment class with incentives of reduced property
assessment value and lower school taxes.Most of the province’s
managed forest lies between Campbell River and Port Renfrew
on the hills above Georgia Strait, accounting for 20% of
Vancouver Island’s land base.On the Southern Gulf Islands,
Galiano Island has 48 lots classified as managed forest totalling
660 hectares.

No Role For Communities

With no Forest Land Reserve, communities no longer play a role
in safeguarding a future for productive managed forest lands.
Additions to and withdrawals from managed forest are at the
discretion of by the landowner. The PMFL Council may exempt
any person or property from soil conservation, protection for
water quality and fish habitat or the requirement to reforest on
private managed forest land. Limitations on activities in critical
wildlife habitat must not exceed 1% of an owner’s holdings or one
year except with landowner consent. The public has no means of
influence on the management commitment of a landowner of
managed forest.

For more information on the Private Managed Forest Land
Council, see www.pmflc.ca/ or contact Stuart MacPherson,
Executive Director, PMFLC 250-386-5737. For more
information on managed forest, contact the BC Assessment
Authority at 250-595-6211 or see

www.bcassessment.be.ca/6agfo/6trees.html. &
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