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Gary Holman

ç
At the Saturna Island Recycling 
Center catching up on their work

ç
Keeping the government accountable 
in Question Period

Hearing from Seniors about issues 
they are facing today   ê

At Stelly’s Secondary with the invincible 
Ottalie Garvin and classmates   ê
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At the Provincial Level
As Opposition Spokesperson for Democratic 
Reform, supported by Opposition Leader 
John Horgan, I’ve advocated a fairer, 
proportional representation voting system 
in BC.  I’ve also introduced private members 
bills to strengthen governance, such as::
• Reinstating political spending limits in the 

60 day pre-election period
• Mandatory spring/fall legislative sessions
• Placing government advertising under 

control of the Auditor General
• Empowering all party legislative 

committees 
• Banning corporate/union political donations 
Unfortunately, none of these progressive 
reforms were supported by the government. 

As Deputy Environment Spokesperson, 
I’ve worked with Opposition Environment 
Spokesperson, George Heyman, on 
alternatives to the destructive and 
unnecessary Site C Dam. Our proposal, 
PowerBC, would focus on investments in 
energy conservation retrofits and efficiency 
measures for all sectors, increasing 
generating capacity at existing hydro 
facilities, and investing in smaller scale 
renewables such as geothermal, wind and 
solar, as demand warrants. Our proposal 
would be submitted to the BC Utilities 
Commission for review.  We are confident 
that PowerBC would be more cost effective 

than Site C, generate more jobs throughout 
the province, and of course avoid flooding 
thousands of hectares of First Nations and 
prime agricultural lands.   

As Deputy Spokesperson for BC Ferries, 
I’ve worked with Opposition Transportation 
Spokesperson Claire Trevena, opposing 
service cuts and fare increases that have hurt 
the economies of many coastal communities. 
We have also urged government to build 
new ferries in BC so that the jobs, income 
and government revenues generated by fleet 
additions and refits would accrue here not 
elsewhere in the world. 

I want to express my heartfelt thanks 
and appreciation to my family, my hard 
working staff, community volunteers 
and colleagues who have supported and 
helped me these past 4 years. My office 
will continue assisting constituents and 
community groups with any provincial issues, 
to provide recognition for volunteers and 
special occasions, and to support funding 
applications.

It has been an honour and a privilege to 
serve as your MLA these last four years.  
Thank you.

Gary Holman
MLA, Saanich North and the Islands

Hello friends, 
It has been a busy time in our communities, and I continue to work hard on a variety of 
issues. In the last four years as MLA for Saanich North and the Islands, I’m proud of the work 
we’ve done together. It’s been an honour to represent you in the legislature and advocate for 
progressive change in BC as a member of the Official Opposition led by John Horgan. 

In our Communities
I hear from many constituents about 
affordability challenges, including huge 
increases in MSP premiums, ICBC and Hydro 
rates, ferry fares, and tuition fees. The lack 
of affordable housing is particularly acute 
for low to moderate income households, 
so I initiated an Affordable Housing Needs 
Assessment for the Saanich Peninsula. This 
study, now completed, will help secure 
funding for affordable housing projects. For 
the first time in decades, such projects are 
now being built on the peninsula. 

I have also been advocating policies that 
complement affordable housing, like public 
transit and avoiding urban sprawl, to reduce 
automobile use and preserve our cherished 
rural and agricultural lands. I have also been 
working with the Ministry of Highways on 
issues like traffic safety on the Pat Bay 
highway and West Saanich Road, as well as 
parking at ferry terminals in the Gulf Islands.    

I have worked with community groups 
on a range of local issues like:
• Restoring Reay and Tod Creeks
• Replacing the Bayside Middle School roof
• Managing derelict vessels
• Addressing Fallow deer on Mayne Island
• Funding for Gulf Islands recycling depots

I have publicly opposed the Steelhead 
LNG proposal in the Saanich Inlet and the 
Kinder Morgan project. As an alternative to 
risky fossil fuel projects, I’m advocating a 
National Marine Conservation Area (NMCA) 
in the southern Strait of Georgia, to be co-
managed by Coast Salish First Nations. As 
an economist, I know that an NMCA, now 
supported by the Greater Victoria and BC 
Chambers of Commerce, would be more 
beneficial for our local economy. 

When I was elected in 2013, I promised 
to make reconciliation with First Nations a 
priority.  I’ve  done my best to live up to this 
commitment by advocating for protection 
of sacred sites like Grace Islet and Owl 
Island, and working with local First Nations 
on issues like hydro costs, purchase of the 
Dunsmuir lands, restoring indigenous names, 
transit access and pedestrian safety.  

YOUR MLA, PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

é
Presenting a community safety award to 
Clarence Bolt for his work in North Saanich

è
At Sidney Food Bank 

open house with 
executive director 

Bev Elder and 
volunteers

è
Gary has 

been strongly 
advocating better 

protection for  
our iconic Orca
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