
On August 19 and 20, ten Palestinian, ten Israeli, and nine
Canadian teenagers showed the short films that they had created
together. Screenings took place first at the Gulf Islands Film and
Television School (GIFTS) on Galiano Island and then in
Vancouver.

The films are the result of a two-week program called ‘Peace
It Together,’ during which the 29 youth heard each other’s
stories and struggled to come to terms with the violence and
stereotypes that impact their lives. After a cathartic process of
compassionate listening, conflict resolution exercises, and both
formal and informal dialogues, the youth were able to work in
culturally-mixed teams and create films together.

At the program’s outset, participants were eager for the
opportunity to share their stories, feelings and perspectives
about the history and current reality of the Middle East crisis.
Toward the end of the process, youth were expressing gratitude
for having learned about the suffering of others, and of finding
common ground. ‘I was so surprised to find how much we have
in common. We are a lot more alike than we are different. We
even like the same food!’ says Alaa Abu Dawoud, a 17-year-old
Palestinian girl who lives in Israel’s Western Galilee.

Dawoud was one of seven students working on
documentaries. Her group recorded an actual profound
friendship that developed quite instantly between two of the
program’s participants. Venturing into docu-drama territory,
the film ends with a likely future scenario which finds the two

friends meeting at a military checkpoint–one as a soldier, the
other as a civilian.

As a result of the dialogue and the film-making process the
participants developed many friendships that they are certain
they will keep and maintain, despite all challenges, after going
back to their home countries. ‘Even though I will have to do my
mandatory army service next year, I now feel personally
obligated towards my Palestinian friends to stand up to my
human values when faced with challenging situations,’ says Ofir
Vaknin, a 17-year-old Israeli boy.

Vaknin was one of eight students collaborating on two short
animation pieces: one concerning two rabbits vying for the
same carrot; the other stars two onions gradually revealing
their complex layers of pain and suffering. 

Three short drama pieces have emerged from the process,
one a forbidden love story between a Palestinian man and an
Israeli woman. Another depicts a group of Israeli and
Palestinian children who, after having been stranded on an
island, have some advice to the world about the conflict.

When reflecting on the ‘Peace It Together’ process, Reena
Lazar, a Jewish Canadian, and an executive director of the
Creative Peace Network Society said, ‘The marriage between
conflict transformation and film creation is very powerful,
because the film-making process provided a way for the youth
to collaborate and express themselves in a way that dialogue
alone cannot.’ 0
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